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Kia Ora.  

To all the Whanau of Matarena 

 of ǽpǾtiki descent from the hapu of Whanau-a-Muriwai. 

Ko  Muriwai te Tipuna (ancestor) 

     Ko  Opape  te  Marae  (meeting house) 

Ko Ngai Tamahaua te Hapu (family group) 

Ko Te Whakatohea Te iwi (tribe) 

Ko Mataatua te waka (canoe)  

 
You may ask why a Pakeha grandmother would spend more than 22 years research-

ing and recording events around the lives of the descendants of Matarena and take such an 

interest in her ancestors? Somehow, an irreplaceable photograph of my son in law's half 

Maori great, great Grandmother, ''a beautiful Maori Princess with a moko,'' was reputedly 

lost at school. It seemed sad that the family would never know who she was, or what she 

looked like and important that my grand children and great grand children, knew about their 

Maori heritage. I made inquiries amongst his elderly aunts and an epic journey began! This 

is my family's heritage one the whole whanau (and historians) can share. My job was simply 

to join the threads of oral history and other material together, as accurately as possible. The 

loss of NgǕhiraka's  photo was a blessing after all!  

 

Thanks to my husband Bob for undertaking three days of nonstop photocopying of 

hundreds of pages of H.M.S. Buffalo Ship's Logs at Mercury Bay Museum, which inciden-

tally took me 8 years to transcribe, while trying to find a link between NgǕhiraka's father, 

Commander James Wood and Matarena; the writing was extremely difficult to decipher. 

Thank you for the miles you travelled looking for elusive ancestors and enduring the sleep-

less nights they gave me; and for patiently attending to myriads of computer glitches. Much 

credit goes to Avery Tilley, Silvana WiRepa, and Dion Tilley for their editing skills!   

 

 Touching moments for me, personally, were seeing my first photo of NgǕhiraka in a 

precious heirloom locket belonging to Betty Schroder and learning her name; visiting the 

cave of Muriwai; finding the negative of NgǕhiraka's photo in Tairawhiti Museum Gisborne 

where it had been for more than 130 years; owning Alexander Kennedy's and Dr. Arthur 

Saunders Thomson's history books; standing on Kennedy's Bay in the footsteps of ancients 

and ancestors; standing on Opape beach foreshore and visiting the UrupǕ at Waiaua with 

Manny Mokomoko; visiting NgǕhiraka's grave, a woman who had become so much part of 

my own life and having a commendation from Dr. Ranganui Walker, the eminent Maori his-

torian wrote to me, ''a nice piece of work.''   

 

Sincere thanks to all who have contributed precious photographs and shared informa-

tion about their ancestors. The family owe a huge debt of gratitude to the years of painstak-

ing research into family history, by Carmarita Hartog, John, George and Mary Hovell of 

Kennedy's Bay,  Lyn Chappell, Bradley Walker, Esther Wilson, Kath Riri, Silvana WiRepa, 

Colin Wilson; the Sterndale-Bennet family, who have all generously shared their archives. 

Chris Metcalfe, Verity Baylis and Sydney Wood  and others for providing DNA samples 

Thank you to Roger Morris for allowing me to include a copy of his ship painting; Don Ar-

mitage for his contribution to things nautical, Great Barrier and Raoul Islands and Dion 

Tilley for the Whakapapa and family tree charts and his editing skills. My sincere apprecia-

tion is extended to all those who helped, encouraged me, or contributed to this book: Bob 

Kemp, Tuiringa (Manny) Mokomoko, Heteraka Biddle, Bella Harris, Jon Tilley, Warwick 

Tilley, Mike and Samantha Barrington, Chris and Maree Barrington, Sue and Shane 

Brownlie, Lyn and Robert Stevenson, Paul and Jan Smith, Jim Peapell, Clive and Hazel 

Peapell, Leone Metcalfe, Hazel McDonald, June Smith, Olive Hartog, Ken and Dawn Read, 

Rosemary Orr, Robyn Morrisby, Jean Reeves, Kevin Learmonth, the Apanui whanau, 
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Susan Morgan for Dr. A.S. Thomson and Maria Margaret Middleton  families, Chris and 

Tami Metcalfe, Buster Hastie, Sid Wood, Jo Claude, Barry Smith, Debra Smith,  Kotiro Au-

gust, Wendy Webster, Wade Doak, Chippy Apanui, Tommy Apanui and Margaret Harris, 

for the Tui story, Chris and Tami Metcalfe, James Muir, Alistair M. Isadale, Lois Hannah, 

Liz Kohi for finding ''the lost son of Matarena'' (Thomas Henry McGregor) and to  Leonie 

Leete Smith, Lynda Hale, Allan Prestidge, Jackie Biddle,  Ian Squire, Hone Kaneri, Nelda 

Elder, the Fletcher Trust and the helpful staff at Auckland City Library, National Archives 

Auckland, Museum Library, Auckland and Alexander Turnbull Libraries, Whitianga Li-

brary, Mercury Bay Museum, Tauranga Library, Gisborne Library, ǽpǾtiki Museum, ǽpǾ-

tiki Library, Tairawhiti Museum Gisborne, especially Dudley Meadows, Whakatane Mu-

seum Collections & Research Matthew Marr; the Royal British Navy and Archives depart-

ment; to Liz Koh for her hours of research into DNA links to trace the Scottish origins of 

John Kennedy of Kennedy's Bay - related to Sir John Kennedy, born 1446 in Cassillis Cas-

tle, Ayrshire, Scotland; Anna Adey, a Member of the Heritage Team, Placemaking NSW, 

The Rocks, Australia for her research of the murder of John Kennedy. From you all I have 

learnt so much and had many unforgettable experiences. I apologise for any omissions.  

 

 The most frustrating times for me were when the pages flipped out of sequence (more 

than 40 times over the years) as the manuscript outgrew the capability of my computer and I 

felt like throwing the whole project away, but I painstakingly corrected it, compressing the 

photographs and then managed to persuade my husband to purchase three more powerful 

computers, over the years, with much larger capacity! That is how important I felt this pro-

ject to be! I honour the memory of many dear people who generously shared their knowl-

edge and memories and have since passed. Their aroha and encouragement spurred me on. 

Very special thanks to Dion Tilley for his gift and knowledge of Maori language and 

Whakapapa. NgǕhiraka being the central figure in this book, she and her 3rd husband Joseph 

Bond Kennedy's names and relevant lineage are underlined at the beginning of each chapter 

for the benefit of my family. It may be helpful for others to underline their own ancestors for 

their respective family. The book begins with NgǕhiraka's Maori ancestry (Whakapapa) 

back 9 generations BEFORE Muriwai (female) in the Mataatua Canoe, arrived at Whaka-

tane. There are more extensive and even earlier whakapapa in the last chapter.  Included in 

this book are many other families who are related to NgǕhiraka's siblings, or who have mar-

ried into this line and their children. What began as NgǕhiraka's story has become her 

mother, Matarena's descendants' story.  

 

 Much of this history relates to Kennedy's Bay, Coromandel, ǽpǾtiki and Gisborne, 

Raoul Island, Hokianga, Cloudy Bay, early Auckland, England, Ireland, Scotland and 

France. It records power, position and wealth; pioneering ancestor's sea faring adventures 

and battles; exploration, shipwreck; love and loss; craftsmanship, hard work, integrity and 

ingenuity; hardship, endurance, tragedy, murder, great injustice and severe poverty; heroism, 

entrepreneurial endeavours, life, death, faith and love for family. It is a heritage of which 

descendants can be proud. In many instances the material could have been more condensed, 

but I chose to include it in full to preserve the names of many people, some long forgotten, 

or for people to draw their own conclusion on certain historic events and Court proceedings. 

I didn't want to put my spin on them. I apologise for the lack of references on each page. 

This book was only ever intended to be a history for my immediate family. Not being a pro-

fessional, or academic, I simply did not know that such a protocol was preferable, but en-

deavoured to include them once it was brought to my attention. However, all references are 

recorded in the Bibliography at the back. I take no responsibility for errors resulting from 

information given to me, or that which I have read in other publications and recorded here. I 

have devoted more than 23 years to this project, in good faith.  

 

 Jill Kemp.  

southvenus@xtra.co.nz          Free flip South books   www.jillsjottings.co.nz 
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Previous additions are out of date because of new information. 

This edition is the most accurate, 

 at this present time.  

2023 

 

I am grateful for the expertise of Dion Tilley 

in collating Whakapapa, both Maori and European.   
 

Newspapers and documents from last century have been tran-

scribed and included;  some words are no acceptable in 

 today's society. No disrespect is intended.  
 

BE PROUD OF WHO YOU ARE! 

 

Respectfully,  

Jill Kemp 

southvenus@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jill Kemp 

Courtesy of the Kemp family. 
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Legacy 
 

As you write upon the page of life   

Take care 

The marks you leave upon the way 

Will forever be imprinted there 

You are here now 

You'll soon be gone 

But what you do does history make 

Leave a legacy that carries on 

For in our genes  

Each ancestor has left  

Some  of themselves that makes us theirs 

And the stars that shine in our night sky 

Are just the same as when  

They raised their eyes 

To find the path  

That led them south 

To the left of Venus 
 

         Jill Kemp  
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Explaining the results of  DNA testing done to verify if  

Commander James Wood R.N.  

was the father of  

NgǕhiraka. 
 

Note DNA is measured in centiMorgans (cM for short).  

 

In 2016, four purported descendants of Simon Starr (1687-1755) and Susannah 

Hoyle (1693-1763) took DNA tests to prove their lines. The DNA donors' tests 

showed strong overlaps on multiple chromosomes for the four donors. The 

strongest overlaps were on the X-chromosome where the three female donors 

matched the other three at five identical points. These overlaps ranged in size 

from 4.2 cM to 7 cM, with the average size being 5.1 cM. This verifies that all 

three women are descended from the same person.  

 

Each of the four donors has a well documented family tree leading to Simon 

Starr and Susannah Hoyle.  

One of the donors is Verity Baylis a direct descendant of NgǕhiraka  Wood, 

daughter of Commander James Wood (b.1783) son of Captain Starr Wood (b. 

1760). 

 

With the following she shares :  

53.2cM over 17 segments with 'Anon' Wood - direct descendant of Captain 

Starr Wood (b. 1760) and his second wife Elizabeth Travers (b. 1766/77). 

46.1cM over 16 segments with Amanda Wood - direct descendant of Simon 

Starr (1687-1755) and Susannah Starr (1718-1795) 

7.2 cM over 2 segments with Sidney Wood - direct descendant of William 

Wood (1718-1794) and Susannah Hoyle (1693-1763) 

 

This DNA evidence strongly suggest that NgǕhiraka Wood is the daughter of 

Commander James Wood, son of Captain Starr Wood (1760) and Jane Nankiv-

ell, grandson of William Wood and Susannah (Hoyle) Starr (b. 1693-1763) and 

great grandson of Simon Starr (1687-1755) and Susannah Hoyle (1693-1763). 

 

Courtesy of 

Simone Tynan  VCE Biology and ICT  
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 On Saturday 27th May 2023, 

Te WhakatǾhea signed their  

Deed of Settlement  

exactly 183 years to the day 

 from when their rangatira  

signed the Treaty of Waitangi, at ǽpǾtiki.  

MATARENA WAITANGI RANGIWHIUWHIU  

told her children she had been present  

on that occasion (on the 27th May, 1840).  

 



8 

 

From Havaiiki  during the 14th Century 

Muriwai  (female) is the Eponymous ancestor of the 

WHAKATOHEA Tribe of ǽpǾtiki.  
                                                          (m) male                       (f) female 

*NgǕhiraka (f) is  a direct descendant of  Muriwai. (f)        

The ancestral canoe to which the WHAKATOHEA Tribe relates is the 

 MATAATUA   Canoe. 
 

Your earliest known ancestors are more than 23 generations before the arrival of the 

Mataatua Canoe. Recorded here are 9 generations BEFORE the canoe, but Dion Tilley 

has recorded more generations in the last chapter: 
 

Toi-kai-rakau                           

Rauru 

Whatonga + Tara              Toi-Te-Huatahi = Te Kura i Monoa 

Taha-titi               Awanuiarangi 

Rau-tapu            Awaroa 

Rakei-ora              Awatumakiterangi 

Tama-ki-te-ra                  Parinuitera   

(f) Pae-rere-i-waho                                      +                                 Awa-morehurehu (Visited Havaiiki)                                                                

* Irekewa  (Hikoroa)  +  Waiakewa/Wekanui (f) (of Havaiiki )   

Muriwai  
 

 Early traditions say that having migrated to Whakatane, Irakewa (Hikoroa) returned to Havaiiki and 

married Wekanui. Their children: Toroa (m)  Muriwai  (f) Puhikaiariki (m) and half brother Taneatua. Toroa, 

the Araki  superior Chief of the Mataatua Canoe, with his other siblings migrated to Aotearoa, but more recent 

thought is that they went north about four generations before returning to Whakatane on the Mataatua Canoe.    
 

       Whakatohea  Tribe descends from Muriwai. 

   NgǕti Awa Tribe descends from Toroa 

   Nga Puhi Tribe descends from Puhi 

   Tuhoe Tribe descends from half brother, Taneatua 

    

                       Hikoroa  (Irakewa) +  Wekanui (f) (of Havaiiki/Hawaii) 

                       Muriwai     (f) +  Tamatea Matangi (m) 

         Rangikurukuru           

         Whaka Ue-Riri (Whakauerehe)                                  

         Waikura                      

         Amaite-Uru 

                       Tamatea Hunaro                   

                       Maiwakite Nukuroa 

                       Hinewai                   

                       Kuraawhe Rangi + Tamahaua                      

                       Pakakura 

      Wheao + Kahopu - descended from Takatimu Waka (canoe)     

  Tutepaoa  +   Kawaiho                  

     Te Ururehe                          

                       Tapuaronga         

        Te Maunga +  Rarahi          

         Kawatu                                                                                           

Huirohotu b abt. 1759 at Te Kaha  + Tauare (f.)  b.1758       

Hotu Manawanui (m) + Rangiwhiuwhiu?                           brother:* Tuterangi Kawha  b. 1778+Puata (f)       
*Matarena Waitangi Rangiwhiuwhiu (f) only child.                  *Hohipaea Ngapuhi (f.) only child 
 

* Note: Hotu Manawanui had two brothers, but only one is known to me.  

SOUTH TO THE LEFT OF VENUS 
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*Matarena Waitangi Rangiwhiuwhiu  (f) born in ǽpǾtiki  circa 1817 and died circa 1906.    

 She had four  relationships. (Commander Wood was her 2nd brief liaison). She returned to 1st husband.  
 

1. Chief  TAKOTO Waimua ï Te Whanau a Apanui. 

          Child  1. * Kateruri TAKOTO (Katerina Takoto) . (f) born circa 1834 

2.Commander James WOOD of H.M.S. Buffalo (comfort wife).  He first arrived in New Zealand, 

     at the Bay of Islands, from Adelaide,  on the 20th Sept 1837. 

Child 2: NgǕhiraka WOOD (f) born 1838, in ǽpǾtiki, from this brief liaison.  

Child  3:  Maupunarua Erihapeti (Elizabeth) TAKOTO (f)  born circa 1846 died 1892 M.L.C.  

3. Captain John (Jock) McGregor Coastal Trader. (Scottish) 

  Child  4:  Thomas Henry McGregor b. 1852 and raised by Capt. Abraham Bennett White.  

4. Wi Paki -  

Child 5:- Kawaiho PAKI. (f)  born 1856  
 

* Note Matarena and Hohipaea Ngapuhi were cousins. Their fathers were blood brothers. DNA confirmed.  

Matarena Waitangi  Rangiwhiuwhiu + 1. Commander James Wood of H.M.S. Buffalo                        

      1 

 1. f. NgǕhiraka  born circa 1838 ï  date estimated from father's service records. 

                She  'married'   three times, 'widowed'  twice:      

   + 1. Dr. Arthur Saunders Thomson. 58th Reg. Surgeon Major  died China 1860 

         Liaison ï three children: Thomas, Margaret and Mary  (died young)  

   + 2. Reed John -  Half Maori. Boatman.  Died 1 Jan 1864  Scarlet Fever. 

                        Child: (Eliza) Mary Reed born 4 months after father died. 

     + 3. Joseph Bond Kennedy  born 1841 - died 1913  (2nd marriage and other children recorded later). 

                                                           1 

                             Harriet Bond Kennedy + George Smith 

                                               1 

               Eric Trevor Bond Smith + (Violet) June Peapell  

                              1  

                            Leone Rosa Smith + John Metcalfe 

                               1 

                            *Christopher  Stephen Metcalfe + (Andrea) Tami Kemp 

                               1                        

             Teegan Natalie Metcalfe               Jayden Christopher Metcalfe 
 

2. f. Kateruri Takoto. Born circa 1834. Died 26/12/1940 aged 106. Father: Chief Takoto Waimua  

  + 1st husband William James  (called John) Gundry of English + Ngaitupoto hapu.    

     *Kateruri/ Katerina and signed her name Katarina. Researchers look for all three names.  
   + 2nd husband  George Phillip Matchitt - English      

                 Descendants:   Gundry family, formerly of  ǽpǾtiki 

           Matchitt family of Te Kaha 

                                     Selwyn family  

                     Warren family of ǽpǾtiki  
 

3. f.  Maupunarua Erihapeti (Elizabeth) Takoto born circa 1846 d. 1892. M.L.C.   

          + 1st husband- Mikaere Pihipihi Apanui. Died circa 1864.  

        Children: Hemi and Whareki  

   + 2nd liaison - Charles Daykin Litchfield born 21 Nov. 1843 Radford, Nottingham  

  England. Died 20 December 1889 at ǽpǾtiki.   

       Child: Charles Tangatamua Litchfield  born 1867 ǽpǾtiki. d.1 Feb. 1884 ǽpǾtiki. 
    + 3rd liaison - Capt. George Popplewell Walker 1st Waikato Militia.  

        Child: Matewiki Wiremu Paki Walker born 1869 

                         + 4th husband - unknown. 
 

4. m. Thomas Henry McGregor b. 1853. d. 1928 75 yrs. m Augustine Selina Te Rangitai White.  15 children.      
 

5.  f. Kawaiho Paki. (f)  born 1856 died 1931 aged 75 years. Father: Wi Paki of  Ngati Patu hapu.  

               1st  husband Warena Mokomoko. They had seven children. 

 

http://www.geni.com/people/Takoto-Waimua/6000000022191635066
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Widower JOSEPH BOND KENNEDY and ALICE PALMER - 

their family and descendants  
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NgǕhiraka  Kennedy  
1838 - 1890 

By the American Photo Company circa 1889.  

Courtesy Tairawhiti Museum Gisborne.  
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HITHER FROM THE REALM OF RIGEL 
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AOTEAROA -  Land Of  The Long White Cloud. 
Quoting from The New Zealand Encyclopaedia 4th Edition - Bateman.  

 

 'According to Maori legend, Maui fished up the North and South Islands, but it was 

the great Polynesian navigator Kupe who discovered them. Kupe lived in Hawaiiki, mythi-

cal ancestral homeland of the Maori. In Hawaiiki lived a canoe maker by the name of Toto. 

Toto fabricated two huge ocean going canoes from a large tree. One canoe he named Aotea 

and the other he named Matahorua. Toto gave his canoe named Aotea to one of his daugh-

ters, Rongorongo, and the other canoe named Matahorua to his other daughter, Kura. It hap-

pened that Kupe desired Kura very much. However, Kura was already the wife of Kupe's 

cousin Hoturapa. 

 

 When Hoturapa and Kupe were out fishing one day, Kupe ordered Hoturapa to dive 

down and free Kupe's fishing line, which had become tangled. When Hoturapa dived into 

the sea to free the tangled line, Kupe sliced through the anchor rope of the canoe, and began 

to row furiously back to shore. Hoturapa drowned, but his family were suspicious of the cir-

cumstances surrounding his death. It was, in fact, a plan on Kupe's part to take Hoturapa's 

wife Kura. In order to avoid vengeance from Hoturapa's family, Kupe and his own family 

left Hawaiiki in Kura's canoe Matahorua. After some time of navigating, Kupe's wife Hine 

Te Aparangi sighted the islands of New Zealand, which appeared as land lying beneath a 

cloud. Because of this, they named the islands Aotearoa, Land of the Long White Cloud. 
 

 Kupe named many localities including ArapǕoa, Mana, the islands Matiu (Somes Is-

land) and MǕkaro in the Wellington region, Kohukohu, Pouahi, Maungataniwha and Ho-

kianga in the north. These names have been preserved by generations of Maori people set-

tling the regions. While some of the names from other ancestors have been lost, those asso-

ciated with Kupe seem to have endured. Kupe's arrival is a foothold in the land for Maori. 

His adventures took place predominantly in the south Wairarapa, Cook Strait and Northland 

regions. However, in some versions he travelled as far south as Arahura on the South Is-

land's West Coast, and to the Coromandel Peninsula. Taputapu-Ǖtea and Te Whitianga-o-

Kupe, for example, commemorate  Kupe's time in Hauraki.' 
 

ððððð- 

 

About 900 AD, Kupe reported the east coast of the North Island uninhabited when he 

encircled it. Then, according to NgǕti Awa's oral traditions, 'Tiwakawaka, a grandson of the 

legendary voyager, Maui, and his people were first to settle in Aotearoa, coming to Whaka-

tane (known as Kakahoroa) more than 1000 years ago, from their homeland of Mataora. 

Some 12 generations later (circa 1150)  a descendant, Toi founded a great tribe, Te Tini a 

Toi, (the Myriads of Toi) which settled much of the North Island's east coast,  a few hundred 

years prior to the great migration. Today there is a scenic walkway linking Whakatane and 

Ohope, Nga Tapuwae o Toi, which traverses the heart of what was the great chieftain Toi's 

dominion. This is one of the oldest known Pa sites in New Zealand. The family history re-

corded here begins with the great migration, although there is connection to these earlier 

peoples'. 
 

 Since Kupe returned to his homeland of Tahiti, after discovering Aotearoa over 1,000 

years ago, there had been many migrations to the new land, navigating by the stars as he in-

structed. Many must have perished undertaking the voyage, but by the fourteenth century 

tribes were well established through out the country. People returned from time to time with 

stories of the new land and a great migration was planned. This account around the 14th cen-

tury, gives us a glimpse of history and the perilous journey undertaken by these courageous 

ancestors of yours. Their craftsmanship, artistry, navigational skills and seamanship, along 

with their heightened sensitivities to nature and the world around them are astonishing.  

SOUTH TO THE LEFT OF VENUS  Part 1  HITHER FROM THE REALM OF RIGEL 
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WAIRAU BAR 

EARLIEST KNOW POLYNESIAN MIGRANTS TO  

NEW ZEALND    
  

  Since I first began writing this book advancement in technology and new research  

have led to the discovery of an older settlement of Maori in New Zealand than has previ-

ously been known. The Wairau Bar on the East coast of the South Island's Cloudy Bay, was 

one of two sites in New Zealand where researchers had discovered evidence of remains and 

artefacts that could be traced back to tropical Eastern Polynesia. Research and DNA analysis 

is showing that the Rangitane ancestors were the first people to inhabit New Zealand.  

 

ððððð 

 2012 DNA Study Results: 

    https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wairau_Bar: 

 

 Dr. Lisa Matisoo-Smith and Dr. Michael Knapp from New Zealand's Otago University 

have released the results of a recent bone and teeth DNA study carried out on early Polyne-

sian migrants to New Zealand who lived at Wairau Bar about 1285ï1300 AD. The results of 

DNA analysis reinforce the idea that some these people were original settlers from East 

Polynesia, as they had a very different diet based on soft starchy food.  

 Two other burial groups showed a very different, more varied diet consistent with be-

ing raised in New Zealand. Scientists found that there was a wide range of DNA mutations 

indicating that settlers were part of a reasonably large group. This indicate a planned migra-

tion rather than isolated random groups. One of the mutations was associated with insulin 

rejection as found in type 2 diabetes[9][10] This reinforces the mathematical modelling done in 

the past that shows the same pattern. Work will now begin on tracing East Polynesian popu-

lations that have the same DNA mutations in order to discover the specific homelands of the 

Wairau Bar settlers.[1The DNA pattern is very similar to that found in the Marquesas Islands 

in East Polynesia at the same time. The whole article connected to this map below is well 

worth reading.  

 

This maps shows the out-of-Africa migration of humans and our eventual arrival in New 

Zealand.  www.stuff.co.nz/science/100629585 
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THE MATAATUA - Your ancestral canoe 
 

Traditional oral history says that during the Great Migration undertaken during the 

fourteenth  century,  the Te Arawa,  Tainui and Mataatua  canoes, along with  others  of the 

fleet, sailed for Aotearoa. They left from Havaiiki, the old name for the present Hawaii. 

Gathering  at the south point of Hawaii they embarked on an epic migration to Aotearoa.  
 

 For this particular migration, two giant  trees were chosen  for a double canoe that was 

to take selected representatives of the tribe to the 'land of Kupe covered in the mist in Tiritiri 

o te moana, the great open sea that lies to the south.'  Special rites were performed, tapu 

lifted and the work began. The two hulls, roughly shaped, were hauled into the open  for  

finishing  off  and the addition of fittings. In the course of time, the craftsmen with their rude 

and blunt stone axes produced a masterpiece of art, carved and beautifully inlaid. It was a 

two masted vessel, with a thatched deckhouse built between. This is similar to the Te 

Arawa, a magnificent double canoe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
            Elaborately carved Bailer                                                     Anchor stone.  

 Maori Myths and Legends, by Margaret Orbell. Page 93 
 

 The vessel was equipped with paddles, bailers (left) and (right) stone anchors, pains-

takingly drilled. Triangular lateen sails were made of woven coconut fibre. When the sails 

were required, each was rigged with the apex towards the bow and the yardarm slung from 

the mast. At the appropriate time, invocations were  offered up to  Tane, to endow the sails 

with strength to endure fierce gales. Prayers of protection and blessings were offered over 

every part of the preparation, down to the most minute detail. Everyone was involved in 

contributing their skills to the work.  When the canoe was ready for launching, special  skids 

were laid down and the warriors of the tribe assembled to haul it to the sea with chanting  

and prayers. After more ceremony the vessel slid quietly into the sea and was tested until the 

crew were satisfied with its seaworthiness. It was drawn up onto the beach and the ceremo-

nial feasting began. What celebration!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source unknown. 
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 But there was more to be done to prepare for any eventuality that may arise during a 

long, strenuous ocean voyage. Stowed in the vessel were long necked gourds filled with 

drinking water; sun-dried fish (poi) wrapped tightly in leaves, to protect it from heat and salt 

water; fishing gear - lines of fibre and woman's hair; shell hooks for bonito; wooden hooks, 

tipped with shell for shark; fine nets for flying fish and sea birds; fishing spears; caged birds 

and dogs and many other necessities which were all loaded and safely secured on board. 

A.S. Thomson (NgǕhiraka's first husband) recorded in his book, 'They brought seeds of the 

sweet potato, karaka berries, gourds, taros, rats, parrots, pukekos, dogs, and a quantity of 

sacred red paint.' Each man was carefully chosen for his strength and power to endure with 

little to eat and less water to drink, under the hot sun of the day and cold of night. Not only 

had these men to possess such stamina, but also had to prove themselves skilled in the han-

dling of a craft, adept at snaring seabirds and fishing; expert at mending sails, joining and 

splicing ropes, sewing together of planks.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Left: A skilfully made and beautifully decorated fish hook.  

   Myths and Legends of the Maori by Margaret Orbell p 41 

   Right: A Canoe paddle. The craftsmanship and artistry is to be admired.  

   Source unknown.  
 

Months were spent in practicing and preparing for the numerous tasks each was re-

sponsible for. Typically there would be about 52, or more, oarsmen; 4 to prepare food, 2 in  

charge of the anchor, 4 for the ropes, 2 for steering and 2 appointed to keep the fire smoul-

dering (no small undertaking in a wooden boat without the aid of any  metal container and 

contending with wind and water) until at last the day came when the weather gods smiled, 

the wind and tide were right and all the stars were aligned correctly. One can only begin to 

imagine the great ceremonies for protection and guidance performed as time drew near for 

the perilous voyage to begin.  

 

 Amongst the leading men who sailed from Hawaiki on the Mataatua were Toroa the 

Araki (Superior Chief) son of  Hikaroa  (Irakewa) and his brothers Puhi and half brother Ta-

neatua. Tama-K-Hikurangi was appointed Tohunga and Navigator. The women included 

Toroa's sister Muriwai  and his daughter Wairaka.  

 

 The fleet sailed south west and after many days arrived at Rarotonga, in the Cook 

group, where their food and water supplies were replenished and minor repairs affected. It is 

said that they left from the mouth of a stream called Waitekura. The Navigator, to quote tra-

dition, 'understood the language of the stars' and keep the prow pointed in a direction that 

was a little to the left of the setting sun. He was acquainted with the prevailing winds of the 

seasons and the stars that were visible each month. Navigators were schooled with a wealth 

of knowledge and knew that when their ancestors had sailed from the north to Hawaiki, new 

constellations appeared over the horizon; and that when they reached the Pito-o-watea 

(equator) they lost sight of the north star. Then the south star, with the constellation of 

Humu, would appear as their guide. He also knew that the voyages to the south of Havaiiki 

were carried out between December and March, when the north west trade winds were 

strongest.  
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 Kupe's sailing instructions were that 'from Rarotonga the course to Aotearoa was south 

and a little to the left of Venus, in the month of February.' Navigators were schooled with a 

wealth of knowledge, knowing the names of more than 200 stars and heavenly bodies and 

understanding prevailing currents and wind direction, with amazing accuracy. The canoe 

would leave in the day, setting a course by aligning two prominent land features (hills, tree 

or headlands) that were appropriate for the particular trip. At sea, the stars were the To-

hungaôs principal tool. He would identify one star near the horizon ahead and near the hori-

zon astern, using these positions to keep the canoe on course. During the day he resorted to 

less accurate methods, such as observation of the sun and the direction of wind and waves. 

Nearing journey's end he kept watch for telltale signs of land, noting differences in wave 

patterns, phosphorescence and the colour of the water; the presence of birds and coastal fish, 

seaweed, floating leaves and driftwood; land cloud, smoke and even the smell of land. With 

these signs he could detect land 40 or 50 kilometres away. Without written language, much 

was memorized in word pictures, chant and songs about the stars to navigate by.  
 

 

Vikings Of The Sunrise by Sir Peter Buck p 88.  
 

You came hither from the realm of Rigel, 

From the assembly of Pleiades, [Matariki] 

From Jupiter and from Poutu-te-rangi [Antares] 

These alone, O child, are the stars 

Which provide food at Aotea. 
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The Astronomical Knowledge of the Maori by Eldon Best p83 

 

In the years since  Kupe's discovery, many tribes had migrated to Aotearoa and some 

may have even made the return voyage back to Hawaki in search of Kumara and Taro; men 

like your ancestor Hikoroa  (Irakewa) whose family,  it has been suggested,  then made the 

journey back to Aotearoa,  in the Mataatua canoe. The Te Arawa, Tainui and Mataatua  ca-

noes and others of the Main Fleet, rendezvoused at Great Mercury Island and there decided 

plans for settlement in the new land. As a result, the island was called Ahuahu, meaning 'to 

shape a course.'  It is recorded that the Te Arawa canoe, amongst others, also touched in at 

Cuvier (Repanga) Island and released two birds. Tradition says that this was done to forecast 

the winds for future voyagers. They also encountered  a severe storm during the voyage, lost 

cargo and were in peril of their lives. This was seen as 'the wrath of the gods for someone's 

wrong doing.'  
 

It is thought that the Tainui and Te Arawa canoes were in fact one double canoe 

lashed together, with a platform connecting them and people living under shelter. Before 

arriving in New Zealand the canoes were un-lashed. Much traditional history is common to 

both canoes. Between November and February, when the red Pohutukawa tree was in 

bloom, the Mataatua canoe arrived at Whangaporoa, the harbour of the Whale, north east of 

the present town of ǽpǾtiki. There had already been tribes settled there for several genera-

tions. When the sea-worn voyagers arrived, imagine the celebration! 

 

I arrive where unknown earth is under my feet, 

I arrive where new sky is above me; 

I arrive at this land, a resting place for me. 

O Spirit of the Earth! 

The stranger humbly offers his heart as food for thee!   

Traditional. Author unknown.  

From 'The Story of New Zealand: Past and Present, Savage and Civilized.'  Page 61. 

By Arthur S. Thomson. (NgǕhiraka's 1st husband.) 
 

 Chief Toroa was a Tohunga with extraordinary powers. He was  asked to  assist the Te 

Arawa canoe, with over 100 men and women aboard, which had landed before them and be-

come stuck. He accompanied them to where it was stranded and recited this incantation;- 
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Whakamoe, whakamoe au maroro whenua, 
There is sleeping over the desolate land 

Hina, pera, hoki ra 
As seen in the glimmering light. 

Ko Ruiho, 
There is Ruiho, 

Ko Ruake, 
There is Ruake, 

Ko Manu, 
There is Manu, 
Ko Weka, 

There is Weka, 

Ko Toroa, 
There is Toroa, 

Ko Ruaihona, 
There is Ruaihona, 

Ko Tahingaotera 
There is the slanting ray of the sun. 

Tenei te maro ka huru, 
Here is the loincloth of hair, 

Huruhuru nui no te wahine, 
Of thick woman's hair. 

Tutapori atu, tutapori mai, 
It moves that way and this way. 

Wero noa, wero noa, 
He prods and again he prods, 

Wero noa, Tamatekapua 
Tamarekapua prods 

I tona rakau 
With his staff. 

I te rakau na wai? 
Whose staff is it? 

I te rakau ne tipua; 
It belongs to a genie; 

I tiki ki Hawaiki. 
And obtained from Hawaiki. 

I homai nei rakau mo taku waka 
It is given as a staff 

Mo Waimimiha 
For my canoe Waimimiha 

I mate i Tukaniwha, 
It died at tutaniwha, 

I mate Tutatua. 
 It died at Tutaua. 

Whano! Whano! 
Proceed! Proceed! 

Haramai te toki, 
Come hither the axe! 

Haumi-e, 
The bow of the canoe! 

Hui e, 
All together! 

Taiki e! 
                                                                There she floats!                                                 

       Te Kapooterangi     

ððððð 
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  TE ANA O  MURIWAI.  
Cave of Muriwai. 

whakataneinfo@whakatane.govt.nz 

 

 'One of the most sacred and historically significant sites in the WhakatǕne region. The 
other landmarks are Te Wairere (Wairere Falls) and Te Toka o Irakewa (Irakewa Rock). 

Irakewa also expressed a wish that his daughter, Muriwai, should occupy this place. Born of 

chiefly descent, Muriwai was held in the highest regard and was renown for her wisdom and 

second sight. Muriwai originally settled in Ohiwa, then moved to ǽpǾtiki and founded what 

was to become to become the Whakatohea tribe. She returned from Ohiwa in later years to 

reside in the cave. She died there and was buried at Opihi-whanaunga-kor, one the opposite 

side of the Whakatane river. Her death left the cave with a heavy tapu, which was lifted in 

1963. then The cave at one time could accommodate up to sixty, and it was once extended 

some 122 metres into the hillside. Its original floor was just over a metre below the existing 

roadway. Muriwai is a loved and honoured ancestress of the Mataatua tribes whose mana 

has endured down the centuries. This cave is dedicated to her memory and remains to this 

day a special place.'    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
The source of this photograph is unknown.  

 

Next morning the waves were washing over the vessel and Wairaka called a warn-

ing, but the men were intent on exploring their new land and they took no notice. Wairaka 

had to secure the waka herself, having first remarked, "Oh, I must make myself a man!"  (E, 

kia whakatane au i hau!)  This, it is said, is how Whakatane gained its name. Legend says 

that still preoccupied with exploration, Toroa forgot to perform the ritual to mark their safe 

arrival. Muriwai  had to do this herself, though it was the wrong thing for a woman to do. 

Back in Hawaikii their mother, Waiakewa, sensed that  something was amiss and set out for 

Whakatane.  She made the voyage on the trunk of a Manuka tree and on her safe arrival she 

planted the tree on a mound on the foreshore. It became a 'mauri,'  (spiritual leader) of the 

Mataatua people, a potent force referred to in songs and healing rituals.  
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Wairere Falls, Whakatane. 

Courtesy of Bob Kemp 2022. 
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 ''Toroa, the captain of the Mataatua canoe, had been instructed to look for three 

land marks in his search for Kakahoroa (the ancient name for Whakatane). They 

were Te Wairere (Wairere Falls) Te Ana o Muriwai (*Muriwaiôs Cave) and Te Teko 

o Irekewa (Irekewa Rock). 

  

 Te Wairere Falls was not only a sacred landmark to al of Mataatua, but was 

also a vital source of fresh water for all the NgǕti Awa people living at Te Whare o 

Toroa Pa. 

 

 Another tradition  associates this place with Ngahue, who visited here before 

the arrival of the Mataatua. It is said that he found Moa here which he preserved in 

calabashes and took back to Hawaiili.  

 

 The original anchor stone of the Mataatua waka, Te Toka a Taiao, was sited 

where Te Wairere Stream meets the Whakatane River Ohinemataroa). '' 

 

Courtesy of Environmental Bay of Plenty.  

 

*Muriwai was female.  
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Whakatane Photographic Collection. 

Pohaturoa Rock, WhakatǕne, on the right.  

Charles Harris (b.1862, d.1907) 

Production date / RǕ mahi 1890s 

Description / Taipitopito kǾrero 

 

 Vignetted view from behind Pohaturoa Rock from Canning Place, Waiewe Hill, in the 

foreground are bushes, a fenced off section and a small building, on the left centre are two 

buildings and a man with a horse in front, in the background are cliff face leading up to 

Waiewe Hill, also a portion of road from The Strand with some shops showing, the mud 

flats are visible also with landscape and sky view.The sea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Whakatane Photographic Collection. 

https://collection.whakatanemuseum.org.nz/objects/16667/view-whakatane-wharf 

 Photographic copy of line drawing depicting several sailing vessels and a waka on the 

WhakatǕne River, waka ashore in the background, houses, vegetation and a landscape with 

hills behind, clouds and skyline above. 
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Descendants of the chiefs and chieftainesses of the Mataatua canoe eventually 

formed themselves into three main tribes and those tracing descent from Muriwai (F). be-

came known as the Whakatohea. Some historians say that it should be Waka- to- hea and 

they attribute the origin of the name to the strife that took place between Toroa, Muriwai and 

Puhi-Kai-Ariki, when they were arguing whether the canoe should remain at Whakatane or 

go north. 'Te waka tohea',  means 'the canoe contended for.'  

 

 The contention over the canoe was a result of the youngest of the three brothers, 

Puhi-Kai-Ariki, neglecting to recite incantations during the planting season of the Kumara 

and taking charge of the work himself, ignoring the specific instructions given by Hikoroa 

(Irakewa) before they left Havaii. The three brothers argued and when Puhi-Kai-Ariki  saw 

that they sided against him, he stood up in anger and sang the following song, the interpreta-

tion of which is: 

A bird with a small and large throat (referring to  Toroa) 

Sits on yonder hill. 

For here is food abandoned 

And strewn on TU in anger. 

A homeless man travels inland (referring to Taneatua) 

And he sees nothing 

There is an abundance of food on Toroa: 

It is excreta of a war party 

To be consumed in the wilderness. 

But why should my supplies be exhausted? 

I will provide for the seventh and eight months 

And for the rest of the year. 

We will also have remnants of food for the autumn. 

I hear the planting chants resound, 

But your food is toroa (Albatross) 

And a taiko  (Black Petrel). 

 

The song contained jeering remarks intended for Taneatua and the insults to Toroa  

the Ariki (chief) of the tribe. Toroa retaliated by belittling his youngest  brother: 

 

The Ko (spade) works above, below and aside; 

The water rises and all is well 

To whom does the water belong? 

To Uru-mananawa. 

It was struck and parted 

With the ake-rautang! (wooden weapon) 

And TU descended to tauaraia. 

O PUHI! You are fallen! 

The twice drinker of the sea! 

 

 In anger the jealous Puhi seized the canoe. With his followers he sailed to the northern 

parts of the island and settled there. The vessel was finally taken to Matauri Bay and paddled 

up the Takou stream, about three miles from the mouth. There it was put away, the other two 

tribes becoming Tuhoe and NgǕti Awa. The Whakatohea settled on the coastal lands from 

Opape (your ancestor's land) to the eastern shores of Ohiwa harbour.  

 

 There is a saying of the NgǕti Awa which defines the limits of the Mataatua canoe ter-

ritory. It is 'Mai Tikirau ki nga kuru a Wharei,' (from Tikirau to the dogs of Wharei). Tikirau 

is a point near Cape Runaway and Nga Kuri is a crop of rocks outside the Tauranga  har-

bour, which in some respects resemble dogs and when the waves break against them the 

noise is like the barking of dogs.  
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 At Whakatane there is a flat rock opposite the Pohaturoa Rock where the City Council 

Offices are at present situated. Before the land was reclaimed, this rock was by the water's  

edge and was a place where councils of war were held. Grave issues of life and death were  

decided there. When the Treaty of Waitangi was taken around New Zealand, in 1840, for the 

signatures of the Chiefs, it was signed by the NgǕti Awa chiefs on this rock. It is a sanctified 

spot and any covenant made under the shadows of Pohaturoa was binding and not lightly 

broken. Intermarriage between the Mataatua arrivals and Maori who had arrived centuries 

earlier, commenced soon after the canoe landed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kumara Cultivation.  

From Maori Paintings.  By Gottfried Lindauer 

Note digging sticks (Ko) and bag (Kete). 

 

 The Kumara became a staple part of the diet of the Maori and there was much cere-

mony around its cultivation. Tradition credits the Te Arawa canoe with bringing the first 

Kumara to Aotearoa, but, according top Dr. A.S. Thomson, who questioned some of the old-

est Maori still living, in the mid 1850's, the smaller variety of Kumara was also brought in 

the Mataatua canoe.  Tribes fought amongst themselves and practised their ancient religion, 

with much of their time spent in harvesting food from land and sea, preparing shelter, cloth-

ing themselves and fashioning implements. They made kites, spinning tops and swings, 

swam, fished, snared birds, played games, danced, sang, carved and did weaving; loved and 

laughed, experienced  new life and death, tragedy and tears; honoured heroes and produced 

some villains;  but always there were songs and stories, the love of ancestors and land and 

the typical Maori humour. Bird life was prolific and birds, like the Tui, had to fight for land-

ing place on a branch, the noise being deafening at times. This bird is an amazing mimic and 

Maori trained some to have a vocabulary of more than forty words. Maori loved to scare 

each other (and themselves) with stories of taniwha and other mythological creatures. Life 

revolved around the four main aspects of Maori culture - Spirituality; every living thing, 

trees, lightning, water and landmarks etc. had a spirit. Hospitality: taro was difficult to grow 

and was kept for important guests, not their own leaders. Ancestors: genealogies were re-

corded in song and children were trained to recount them from a young age and Land. Noth-

ing was wasted. Everything had a use; even human hair was collected and  prized for weav-

ing.                            
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The Tui                                                                    A Bird Snare 

  Maori Myths and Legends by Margaret Orbell. Page 77 & 143.  
  

 The game of Knuckle Stones, known to peoples all over the world, was popular with 

Maori children under the name of ruru. A rough square was traced in the ground and stones 

are placed in the corners. The player tosses the remaining stone in the air, picks up one of 

the corner stones and catches the first before it touches the ground. As the game proceeds, it 

becomes more difficult as two, three or four stones must be picked up before the first stone 

is caught. NgǕhiraka and her sisters would have played this many times as well as  flying 

kites (manu aute) made from Aute bark, stick games, string games, poi or karetao -  puppets 

often used for story telling. Note raupo walls, traditional dress (the young wore nothing if it 

was mild) and a feather cloak hanging on right. A water  gourd is  on the  ledge. 

Playing Ruru (Knuckle Stones). 

From Maori Paintings by Gottfried Lindauer.  
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Maketu Pa.  Unknown source.  
 

 A very early photo taken of a Marae in the Gisborne area, shows women collecting 

fresh rushes to be used for bedding. Fleas and Kooti's (nits) were a problem and bedding 

was changed regularly, when weather permitted. The healing properties of plants had been 

used for generations and were adapted to their new environment.  

 

 In 1859, Dr Arthur Thomson, NgǕhiraka's first common law husband, writes in his 

book, The Story Of  New Zealand. Volume 1. Page 208: 

 

 'The following measurement of an average sized hut: Breadth inside 13 feet. Length 

15 feet. Height from ground to ridge pole 6 feet. Height of sides 4 feet. Door 2½ feet high 

and 2 feet broad. Window 30 inches by 30 inches. In such an apartment as the above, five 

persons sleep; but there are other huts excavated a foot below ground, for sleeping in during 

cold weather, the grand principle in the construction of which is the exclusion of air.  

 

 In both these huts, in winter, fires are lit, and after the wood has become cinders, the 

doors and windows are shut, and the people smoke tobacco until overtaken by sleep. On 

these occasions the hut becomes an oven, and the atmosphere inside is loaded with human 

effluvia. Inside the temperature is 90* Fahr., outside 55, and consequently the people respire 

an atmosphere worse than the poorest and worst ventilated houses in England.'  
 

 Thomson spent 11 years living amongst the Maori people and gaining insights into 

their mythology, customs, language and history.  

 

"The descendants of the Mataatua Canoe have the reputation of keeping their word," re-

corded Dr Arthur Saunders Thomson.  "Only at the death of chiefs that the funeral rites of 

the people were celebrated." 
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A Rakau Whakapapa.   

 Some items connected to Whakatohea, including this intricately carved stick which 

was used as an aid to learning the names of ancestors, each one represented by a carved  

knob. Collected by Gilbert Mair circ 1863 from the Bay of Plenty. Auckland Institute and 

Museum. (114)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kumete or Upi carved by Patoromu Tamatea.   

An intricately carved figure supported bowl (larger than basket ball)  

from the Gilbert Mair Collection,  housed in the Auckland Museum. AM. 117.  

Carved Histories by Rodger Neich. Page 244 & 246. 

 

 An anonymous note in the collection, probably based on information supplied by 

Mair: 'Large Kumete or Upi, carved out of Matai. In 1865 Sir George Grey gave the noted 

carver Patoromu Tamatea of the Arawa tribe, permission to carve him a large bowl. The war 

prevented him from completing it before the end of Sir George Grey's term of office. The 

carver then went to Opape, ǽpǾtiki to live and in February 1870 he was taken prisoner, with 

all the Whakatohea tribe (over 300) by Te Kooti. His captor had heard of the bowl and in-

sisted on its production. By his order it was taken to a place called Tohora. While there, Te 

Kooti was attacked by natives loyal to the Crown under Major Ropata, Kemp and Wiremu 

Kingi and nearly 100 of the enemy were killed. When the Whakatohea returned to their 

homes, the bowl was recovered from its hiding place in a hollow Totora and some time later 

came into the possession of Captain Mair, whose collection is now housed in Auckland Mu-

seum.'  
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 These designs are from a Meeting House called Muriwai, at Opape in ǽpǾtiki are  

known as Kowhaiwhai.  Each area produced patterns distinctive to them. The first example 

is  named 'Patiki,'  the second, unnamed. The colours were red, white and  black. 

From Carved Histories. by Roger Neich. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Maori Myths and Legends 

 by Margaret Orbell. Page 191.  

 

A traditional story relating to the Whakatohea 

tribe concerning twins who were playing with 

their kite when it strayed into a garden becom-

ing snared in a tree. They were   subsequently 

killed. This famous carving depicts the inci-

dent and was part of the decoration in one of a 

Meeting House in the area.  Utu (revenge) was 

the outcome.  
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Chapter 2 

THE KENNEDY'S SCOTTISH  

CONNECTION 
 

NgǕhiraka's 3rd (third relationship)  

Joseph Kennedy's ancestry. 

 

*From Scotland came cousins 

John Kennedy - Kennedy's Bay 

and  

Alexander Kennedy - Banker (cousin) 
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BUT CHANGES CAME 
 

EXPLORERS. 
 Abel Tasman  is thought to be one of the first Europeans to visit New Zealand and re-

ported of  the  Maori, 'Strong, raw-boned people.'  He did not visit the East coast. 

Captain Cook. 1769,  in the Endeavour, and named Gisborne area 'Poverty Bay.'  
 

WHALERS. 
 Bought with them metal implements, guns and European items to trade with the Maori 

and introduced them to tobacco, alcohol, prostitution and infectious diseases. Animals, 

which were to become noxious pests, were released into the bush as a future source of meat.  
 

MISSIONARIES. 
  Mr. Marsden found several Maori youths from off a sealing or whaling vessel 

from the Bay of Islands, wandering in the streets of Sydney. He was struck by their intelli-

gence and fine looks and took them to his home. This  circumstance  led  to  the  formation  

of  the Church Mission Society of New Zealand. I quote here from New Zealand, by Alex-

ander Kennedy, 1852. 'While on a visit to England in the year 1808, Mr. Marsden laid the 

foundation of the Church of England Mission to New Zealand and the measures designed 

and practically carried out by him, in order to effect its successful introduction into that 

country, were efforts of such genuine philanthropy, subjecting him not only to hardships and 

privations, but to personal risks and dangers, that they will for ever render his name famous 

in that country as the apostle of Christianity; and like Captain Cook, he will be distinguished 

to all posterity as one of the greatest benefactors of the native inhabitants.' Various circum-

stances and the massacre of the crew of the ship Boyd, by the natives, at the harbour en-

trance of Whangaroa, delayed Mr. Marsden's visit to New Zealand, until 25th January 1814, 

when he sailed from Sydney Cove with his friend, Mr. Leddard Nicholas and three mission-

aries with their wives and families. On his arrival he received a friendly welcome from the 

natives.'  

 

TRADERS AND PIONEERS:- 

JOHN KENNEDY  
 He is said to have arrived on H.M.S. Buffalo, under Captain Sadler, in 1833 and been   

engaged by the British Admiralty, with Maori consent, to remain and prepare kauri spar for 

the Buffalo to take back to England, when they next returned. The ship brought convicts 

from England to Australia. It is from John Kennedy that Joseph and NgǕhiraka's family de-

scend. John is not mentioned in the 1836 Buffalo Crew List, or Log and no earlier Buffalo 

Crew Lists have survived. John settled in Kennedy's Bay, married and had a family. Tragi-

cally he was murdered for the gold he saved from his trading. His children lost most of their 

land. The youngest son, Joseph, was raised by a relative, Alexander Kennedy, the first 

Banker in New Zealand. Maori mothers had no rights to their half European children in 

those times.  It has now been confirmed through DNA that  Alexander Kennedy the Banker's 

mother and John Kennedy's mother were half sisters and had the same father. 
 

ALEXANDER KENNEDY  Banker. 

  Verity Baylis has contributed her research into the Kennedy branch of the family 

looking for a connection to John Kennedy of Kennedy's Bay, Coromandel, New Zealand.   

He may be a cousin of John Kennedy and was manager of the first bank in New Zealand. He 

wrote a book, 'New Zealand,' published in 1873, about that country when it was in its in-

fancy of being a European settlement. Carmarita Hartog recalls, "My Grandfather, Alexan-

der Teece Smith, claimed that Alexander Kennedy, the Banker, was a cousin of the original 

John Kennedy, of Kennedy's Bay." (This has been confirmed through DNA). 
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ALEXANDER KENNEDY  -  THE BANKER. 
By Verity Baylis.  
 

    After researching  this Alexander Kennedy, Banker and the Kennedys of Kirkmichael, 

Ayr, Scotland,  I'm convinced that this Alexander is the Banker of New Zealand note.  
  

The reasons for this argument are:- 

a)     He (Alexander) disappears from the N.Z. newspapers after the 1870's. 

b)     There are no newspaper reports of a marriage and yet there are many for his other 

activities in New Zealand.  

c)     No newspaper reports can be found of any children being born to him in New Zea-

land in all the years he was living there. 

d)     His book was published in London in 1873 and in the 1881 Census we find an Alex-

ander Kennedy, Retired Banker, a single man, living with his brother John Kennedy, 

a doctor, also single, who turns out to be Inspector General of Hospitals. 

e)     They were both born in Kirkmichael, Ayr and this helps confirm the family story that 

the Kennedys came from Ayr. 

f)       They had an older brother David Kennedy, who was Manager of the Union Bank in 

Bathurst, N.S.W.  from sometime before 1845 until 1881, when he died at the age of 

75. David is mentioned in his brother John's probate records, as 'my deceased brother 

David Kennedy of the Union Bank in Bathurst, N.S.W.' 

 

 Alexander's parents, Rev. David Kennedy and Margaret McHutchison, were married 

on 28th November,1803 in Ayr. There were four surviving children of the marriage. Marga-

ret died on the 27th March, 1814,  leaving children, aged 4, 6, 8 and 10 years old, with her 

husband. Margaret's half sister was John Kennedy's mother.    

 

The four children were:- 

  1. Henrietta Whitefoord Kennedy. Born 16th Sept.1804. Died 1890 aged 85 yrs.  

  2. David Kennedy:  born 15 May, 1806. Died 1881 in Bathurst, N.S.W.    

      (Banker Australia).  

  3.  Alexander Kennedy:  born 23rd May, 1808.  Unmarried. Died 1895 in Ayr.   

(Banker New Zealand).  

  4. John Kennedy: born 5th November, 1810. Unmarried. Died 1893 in Ayr. (Medical Doc-

tor. Inspector General of hospitals, Madras Army.  Educated at Edinburgh University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Alexander Kennedy was born in Kirkmichael, Ayr in 1808 and the Baptism register records 

the following:-  

 

'Alexander, son to the Rev. David Kennedy of this Parish and Margaret McHutchison, born 

the 23rd and baptized the 24th May, 1808 by the Rev. William Steven of Dalrymple.'   
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  Their father, Minister David Kennedy, remarried to a Mary Grieve, on the 23rd 

September, 1816. They had no children. David himself died in 1833. It appears his sons, 

Alexander and David went to Australia after the death of their father. David became man-

ager of the Union Bank in Bathurst before 1845. Alexander (4 years younger) started with 

his brother David in the bank in Australia. Then Alexander took up a position in a first bank 

in New Zealand. There have been generations of Bankers and Ministers in the family line. 

There is a newspaper notice of David marrying Letitia Stewart, the youngest daughter of 

Major General Stewart, on the 31st July, 1845 and David was then described as David Ken-

nedy Esq., Manager of the Union Bank, Bathurst. 

 

  Their father, David Kennedy, Minister of Kirkmichael in Ayr, appears to be con-

nected to the Kennedys of Culzean Castle. His father was also David Kennedy. 

 

 Newspapers and notices at the time said that the Minister died in 1833 and there is a 

death entry for him in the Parish Register of Kirkmichael.  

 

Edinburgh Magazine: or Literary Miscellany, Volume 17. Page 437. 

England. From the London Gazette. Whitehall, May 26, 1801 

The King has also been pleased to present the Rev. David Kennedy to the church and parish 

of Kirkmichael, in the Presbytery and county of Ayr, vacant by the death of Mr John Ram-

say, late minister there. 

 

The Court Journal: Court Circular & Fashionable Gazette, Volume 7.  

Page 312. Whitehall, March 31 1833 

The King has been pleased to present the Rev. John McEwen to the church and parish of 

Kirkmichael, in the presbytery and county of Ayr, vacant by the death of the Rev. David 

Kennedy. 

ððð 

 

 Alexander the Banker also plays a pivotal role in his cousin John Kennedy of Ken-

nedy's Bay's life. John Kennedy was murdered by his crew, on his way to bank his gold in 

the newly opened bank in Auckland, where Alexander Kennedy, his cousin, was the newly 

appointed Bank Manager.  

 

                                                                

New Zealand Banking Company Auckland. 

 Buildings in foreground, from left, are Woods Royal Hotel, the New Zealand Banking 

Company, St Paul's Church and the Registry Office third from right.  

Courtesy of B.N.Z Archives.  
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            KENNEDY CLAN CREST  

Oak. Kennedy Crest . http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Clan_Kennedy.  

 

  Crest Badge:  A Dolphin naiant, proper. 

  Motto:  Avise la fin. (Consider the end).  

  Gaelic name:  MacUalraig, Ceannaideach. 

  Origin of the name: Gaelic - ceannai deach:  

  Ugly head.  

  Plant Badge:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

This ancient clan is found associated with the south-west of Scotland from the 12th 

century, and the history of the Carrick district of Ayrshire is substantially the early history of 

the Kennedys. They are claimed to have descended from the Earl of Carrick. The Kennedys 

of Dunmure acquired Cassillis, and later one of the family married Mary, daughter of King 

Robert 111. Their son was created Lord Kennedy in 1457 and in 1509 the third Lord Ken-

nedy was created Earl of Cassilles. While the family had many illustrious men, Gilbert, 4th 

Earl, earned an infamous reputation for his dreadful deed of  'roasting the Abbot of Crossra-

guel,' in the black vault of Danure, to obtain possession of the lands of the Abbey. Archi-

bald, 12th Earl of Cassilles, was created Baron Ailsa in 1806, and in 1831 Marques of Ailsa. 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culzean_Castle 

Culzean Castle, designed by Robert Adam. 

Built between 1775 and 1790 by the 9th and 10th Earls.  After World War 11 President  

Eisenhower was presented with a flat here, as a residence in Scotland.  

Note the New Zealand Cabbage trees in the garden. 
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Descendants of the John Kennedy will be direct descendants of the persons men-

tioned in this following Ballard, recorded in the writings of Alexander Kennedy the Banker. 

He sent a copy of his book, New Zealand, to the then Governor of New Zealand, Sir George 

Grey with this inscription. It was returned edited and that copy is held in the George Grey 

Collection, in the Auckland City Library. I have a copy of the 1874 edited edition, courtesy 

of Colin Wilson.   

 

To His Excellency Sir George Grey KCB with  

Mr Kennedyôs compliments. 

Laird of Dunoure 

The Kennedies bould 

 

THE BALLARD of ALSCHUNDER DALGOUR 
By Alexander Kennedy. 

 

This ballad is evidently a modern composition, although the versification is in the 

old style. It has little merit as a literary production, and cannot be said to claim any high 

standard of ballad poetry. But the story is of considerable antiquity, besides being histori-

cally true ï and highly characteristic of the age in which the events occurred, the fourteenth 

century. A brief sketch, therefore, of the family, and some description of the personal char-

acter of the feudal capital chief who is represented as the hero of this ballad, maybe worth 

noticing. 

 

Alexander Kennedy, of Dunoure, better known as Sobriquet of Alshunder Dalgour, 

was the most distinguished man of his time. Equally formidable either in war or diplomacy, 

and unquestionably the greatest man of the De Carrick Race, who had assumed the surname 

of Kennedy. The De Carricks were descendants of the Lords of Galloway, one of whom was 

Allen, a powerful Magna Charta Baron, inheriting large territorial possessions, both in Eng-

land and Scotland. He was conspicuous for his adherence to the English Barons in their re-

bellion against King John, and is the only Scotchman whose signature is attached to the 

Magna Carta. This famous Baron married the eldest daughter of David, Earl of Huntington; 

and there is a touching circumstance relating to the foundation of the New Abbey, in the 

Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, by his daughter, who was heiress to the Scottish crown, and 

mother of John Balliol, that unpatriotic or incapable King, who brought disgrace to Scot-

land. The lady was married to John Balliol, Lord of Barnard Castle, Huntingdonshire; and of 

Balliol in Normandy; when he died his heart was preserved by the beloved woman, who 

mourned for him. She enclosed it in a beautiful ivory box, highly ornamented and bound 

with enamelled silver, and then caused it to be set in the wall near the high altar of New Ab-

bey, which she founded and endowed expressly for that purpose. From that relic and memo-

rial of true affection the Abbey was called 'Dolce Cor,' or Sweetheart Abbey. The ancient 

Lords of Galloway were great and powerful before the Norman conquest, before the Plan-

tagenets ruled in England, and long before the name of  Douglas was heard in Douglasdale. 

 

 One of their sons became the Earl of Carrick, which title very shortly descended to a 

female (the beautiful Margaret, or Martha) Countess of Carrick, whose husband went to the 

Holy Land under the banners of Louis the 9th of France, and died at Acne, in Palestine in the 

year 1270. In the ensuing year, a young knight who had also been in Palestine, Robert 

Bruce, son of Lord of Annandale, was riding through the domain of Turnberry Castle, the 

residence of the widowed Countess, who had become a ward of the Crown. It happened that 

the lady, tired of the seclusion of a feudal castle, had come out to take the diversion of the 

chase, accompanied by her women, huntsman and falconists, and this gay cavalcade came 

suddenly upon Bruce as he pursued his way through the forest alone and unarmed; the 

 knight would have spurred his horse forward and avoided the encounter, but he found him 
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self surrounded by the attendants, and the Countess herself riding up, and with gentle vio-

lence taking hold of his horses reins, reproached him in so sweet a tone for his want of gal-

lantry in flying from a lady's castle, that Bruce, enamoured of her beauty, forgot the risk he 

ran and suffered himself to be led away captive in a kind of triumph to Turnberry, where he 

remained for fifteen days; and the adventure concluded, as might have been anticipated, by 

his privately espousing the youthful Countess, without having obtained the concurrence of 

the King or any of her relations; but Alexander the third on payment of the large feudal fine, 

extended his forgiveness to Bruce. Note: this lady founded College Oxford in honour of Bal-

loil, her husband. 

 

The knight subsequently became the Earl of Carrick, and proprietor of large domin-

ions of the district. The eldest son of the marriage was Robert Bruce, subsequently Earl of 

Carrick, and ultimately King of Scotland. The second son was Edward Bruce, Lord of Gallo-

way, crowned King of Ireland in 1316. Three other sons and seven daughters sprung from 

this romantic union.  

 

In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries the Turnberry castle was a place of power and 

importance, the chief seat of the great feudal baron. During the wars of Bruce it was seized 

by the English and held for some time by Lord Percy; when Bruce, suddenly landing on the 

Carrick coast, surprised and re-took his own castle. The castle was built on a rock projecting 

into the sea, Turnberry Point, about twenty feet above high water mark. The sea raged at the 

base of the rock, and even found its way by a creek, into the interior of the fortes and frag-

ments of the walls are still a conspicuous object viewed from the sea.  

 

The  park, or  chase,  around  the  castle  was  a  level plain about two or three miles 

in extent, on which rose a small town, now obliterated; and I have been told in early days  by  

old  people, that  nothing could be more beautiful than the cops wood and verdure of this 

meadow before it was invaded by the ploughshare. But this castle is now only a heap of rub-

ble and fast passing away. The magnificent forest trees and park scenery have entirely disap-

peared, and nothing remains of the sylvan glades that embellish the chase, or the verdant 

lawn and brilliant parterres that adorned the landscape of the superb domain. 

 

'Seek not the scene ï the axe, the plough, 

The boors dull fence, have marred it now; 

But then soft swept in velvet green, 

The lawn with many a glade between, 

Whose tangled alleys far invade 

The depth of the brown forest's shade: 

Here the tall fern obscured the lawn 

Fair shelter for the sportive fawn; 

 

There tufted close with copse wood green, 

Was many a swelling hillock seen; 

And all around was verdue meet, 

For pressure of the fairies feet. 

The glossy holly loved the park, 

The yew- tree tent its shadow dark, 

And many an old oak, worn and bare, 

With all its shivered boughs, were there.'  
 

 Previous to the period when the Earl of Carrick became King, the numerous subordi-

nate branches of the De Carricks has assumed the surname of Kennedy and for some time 

after appear to have held only a secondary position to Alshunder Delgour, however, by his 

great abilities, he restored the family in Ayrshire and Galloway as to give rise to the old  
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legend :- 

From Wigton to the town of Ayr, 

Portpatrick and the curves of Cree, 

Nae man might think to prosper there, 

Unless he court wi' Kennedie. 

 

Tradition relates many antidotes of Alshunder Delgour and the following is well au-

thenticated. Sometime previous to the date of events related in the ballad, he was invited by 

the Earl of Douglas to visit him at one of the Earl's numerous castles, Galloway, apparently 

for friendly terms, but secretly for the purpose of quietly obtaining possession of his person, 

with a view to killing him. The invitation was accepted in good faith and Alshunder arrived 

at the Earl's residence, accompanied by only a few attendants; being personally well known 

and universally popular he was recognised, as he entered the court of the castle, by a young 

peasant girl nursing a child in her arms ï seemingly singing to the child, but directing her 

attention to him. The words of the song were peculiar, and calculated not only to arrest his 

attention, but to arouse his suspicions. I quote them from oral tradition as they were never 

before published:-            

 

 The herring is a dainty fish, 

Dainty may it be; 

It is either caught with a hook 

Nor yet with a flee. 

 

 The girl still continued to sing these words, apparently addressed to the child, but evi-

dently for Alshunder's ear; and her conduct became so marked, that he was induced to stop 

and ask her to explain the meaning of her song, when she told him not to enter the castle for 

fear if he did he would never come out alive, as the Earl had planned  this  mode  of  getting  

him into  his  hands for the purpose of slaying him. Alshunder instantly resolved to fly for 

his life, and seizing the girl in his arms he leaped with her into his saddle and driving his 

spurs into the horse's side, before the alarm could be given off, and soon beyond the reach of 

all pursuit. He carried the young girl home to Carrick, to his castle of Dunoure, and after-

wards married her in grateful acknowledgement of having saved his life. The second son of 

this union married the daughter of Robert the Third, and was created Baron Kennedy, the 

progenitor of the Marquis of Ailsa and the eldest son is represented by Captain Kennedy of 

Bennane. The castle of Dunoure, now a tall ruin overlooking the sea, is situated a few miles 

north of Turnberry, and what was the principal seat of the Kennedies, until they attained the 

honours of a Peerage in 1430; but before that time they were styled of  'Dunoure.' The Right 

Honourable Thomas Francis Kennedy is the present Laird of Dunoure. 

 

 Culzean Castle, the magnificent and picturesque mansion of the Marquis Ailsa, is situ-

ated on the brow of a great basaltic cliff, midway between Turnberry and Dunoure on the 

Carrick coast, facing the entrance of the Firth of Clyde. On the verge of the precipice is built 

a range of lofty castellated masses, with windows in gothic taste, the battlements overlook-

ing the sea, and splendid terraced gardens in front. The marine sublimity on one side, and 

extreme sylvan beauty on the other, an impression is conveyed, as you approach it through 

ancient park, of baronial dignity, affluence, and refined taste. This family gave two Kings to 

Scotland, John Belliol and Robert Bruce, the worst and best that ever ruled the kingdom. 

The disgrace attached to the conduct of John Belloil destroyed the prestige, and ruined the 

great power of influence, so firmly held by the Old Lords of Galloway. But the younger 

branch of the family, the De Carricks, rose into importance on their downfall, and achieved 

greatness under the brilliant career of Bruce. After he became King, the subordinate 

branches sunk for a time into a secondary position; again they rose, and third time, under a 

new name, attained the honours of Peerage, and they still hold to this day the ancient terri-

tory possessed by their ancestors. 
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 This Alschunder, or Alexander, fell in great mislyking with The Erll of Wigtone Dow 

glasse, quha wes ane werry gritt manne, and had ane gritt forse in all the country. The Doug-

las was so far offenditt at him, becaus it was thocht he vanne feid aganis him at Glaynnaip, 

and ane wither agains Lindsay, thane Laird of Craigy, at the watter of Done, both one ane 

day, that the Erll offeritt to many that wad bring this Allexderis heid thai suld have the 

fourty mark land of Stewarttoune in Cunningham. 

 

The quihilk is wordis he conveynis to the number of ane hunder horse; and on Yuill-

day, n the morning, came to the toblne of Wigtoune, about the time that he knew the Erll to 

be at morning Mess; and heffand all his rycht of the said Xl.mark  land put in form, cumis in 

the kirk  and says, "My Lord, ze have hicht the xl.mark to my heid, and I know thair is nane 

so meitt as my self. And thairfore will desyr your lordship to keip me as ze bad to any 

wther." The Earl perseiffitt that, giff herefuissilt, the sam wald cost him his lyff, and thair-

foir tuik the penne and subscryvit the sam in. Alschunder thankeitt his lordship, and takand 

his horse, lap one, and came his wayis."   

 

' Historical Account of Families of the nane of Kennedy.'  
 

There be Kennedies bauld in Cassillis sae auld, 

   Fu'  mony keen blades in Barclannochan ha'  
The Laird of Bairquhan he has knyct and ma 

         Aye ready for tulzie or joust at his ca'. 
 

      Young Bargany is proud o' his kin' o'  the blude, 

           A' stead in peace and in battel richt stroure; 

 Bot mang great and, many sma' there is nane o' them a'  

Like Keenedies' Sandy ï the Laird o'  Dunoure. 
 

In ae stormy day's ride, he has broken the pride 

O' the Douglas o' Wigtown, a hurklin loon; 

And in even doon fecth, by the poorir o' his micht, 

Sent Lindsay o' Craigy awa' frae the Doon. 

Sae swift is his blade, in the foray and raid, 

That the bauldest are ready w' Sandy to 'gree; 

His word is sae snell and his weapon sae fell, 

They ha'e hicht him the King o' the west Countrie. 
 

Yerl Douglas for fear, in peace or in weir, 

Nae mair comes wi Sandy to splinter a tree, 

Bot the craven's na blate to nureise his hate ï 

And muckle black hate in his core has he. 
 

The fourty merk land that is at his command 

In Cunningham, Stewaton, fair to see; 

For Kennedies heid, bet leeving or deid; 

But burdens or packspanges he will gie. 

Laird Sandy has heard o' Yerl Douglas's word 

And he loudly and lustily laughs wiô glee, 

As he bans on the wud o' the true haly Rude, 

That he shall assay to gain the fee. 

 

Alschunder Kennedy, of Dunoure, was so ready with his weapon that he gained for himself 

the title of Sandy Dalgour ï 'Sandy of the Dagger.'  
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Part 2 

The win' and the weet o' a wintry nichts sleet, 

Are driving ower sea, and mountain, and muir; 

Yet takin' the bent, wi some derrin intent, 

And his meinzie anin him is Sandy Dalgour. 

Say what can betide, when they munt and ride, 

Wi' harness weel buckled on briest and heid; 

And afford or at brae, no wither stell or stay, 

But prick the sides 'o ilk pantin' steed. 

By Brunstane they've pass'd, in the heicht o' the blast, 

And nae answer gie they to Bargany's ca, 

Nor at Pinwherry yett do they taigle or wait, 

But soon through the Stinshar ï on and awa'. 

And the cary grows grey at the first skraigh o' day, 

They are ower into Galloway fair and free; 

And their they alicht in the howe o' a heicht, 

Alang by the weel-wudded banks o' the cree. 
 

When the wintry dawn's mirk rises off Wigtoune kirk, 

The matin bells clank, the saft still air; 

And there is ilk friar, and ilk dutifu' squire, 

And Bischop and Yearl to the Yuille Mess prayer. 

The buik it is read, and the prayer it is said, 

And the Bischop is saining the companie, 

Loud tramplin' is heard and an angry word ï 

Graceless Sandy Dalgour ï it's in comes he. 

The Douglases glow'r at the Laird of Dunoure, 

Bot he sturdily stalks up the chapel aisle ï 

His kith and his kin, wi' bare brands ahin ï 

And greets the Yerl wi' a wicked smile. 

The Yerl looks doon, and the Yerl luiks roun', 
And his cheek grows wan as gin he were fey; 

The Bischop he granes, and himsel' he sains, 

Whiles the Kennedies laugh their terror to see 

Wi' a twinkling e'e then Sandy speaks hie ï 

"by the Rude Yerl Douglas I am in need; 

And I've brocht thee safe here, but dread and but fear, 

For thy fourty merkland my ain bare heid 
 

I'd lief thou sudst haet, and my ain body wit, 

And that it sud hing on they heigh yule tree; 

Mak' gude thy devise, sin here is the price, 

And grant me the merkland 'o Stewartoune free. 

Besydst thou maun gie to my haill meinzie, 

Along wi' my body safe conduct hame; 

And I fear I sall need the use o' my heid, 

Sae thou'lt e'en let it gang alang wi' them."  

Yerl Douglas he gloomed, Yerl Douglas he fumed, 

But the Kennedies keepit their han's on their swords; 

Yet none o' them spak, as they cared na a plack, 
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NEW ZEALAND'S FIRST BANK MANAGER. 
  

 In 1838 Alexander Kennedy, a Scotsman, wrote from London to the Inspector's De-

partment of the Union Bank of Australia Limited applying for a position at one of Bankôs  

Australian branches. His application was approved by the Board on the 9th of March 1838 

and he was appointed Accountant at the Sydney branch where he worked for a period of 5 

years. In 1839 he accepted an invitation, from the Provincial Government of New Zealand to 

establish a branch of the bank in that country. Arriving on the sailing vessel, Nimrod, he 

opened the New Zealand Banking Companyôs first bank in February 1840, at Kororareka, in 

the Bay of Islands. It soon became obvious that Auckland which had become the new seat of 

Government, was also had  need of a bank. 

 

  Alexander Kennedy was appointed Bank Manager of the Auckland branch 

which opened 20 August 1840, on the corner of Shortland Street and Princess Streets, on 

the eastern ridge above Queen Street.  

 

 This date is significant as a relative of Alexander Kennedy, John Kennedy of Ken-

nedy's Bay, was murdered on his way to the bank in Auckland in early 1843, not on his way 

to the  bank in Russell, as has often been reported. Alexander Kennedy, being a man of en-

terprise, purchased several blocks of land around Auckland for himself and lived in Princess 

Street. Hard times followed the sacking of Kororareka by the Ngapuhi Maori Chief,  Hone 

Heke, which had initiated a general exodus of the white population southward to Auckland. 

This event, plus some extremely injudicious advances made at the Kororareka branch, 

caused the bank to collapse and the wholly under-capitalized bank expired in 1845.   

 
 

  A new directorate to control the bank's affairs was formed, with Mr. Fred Whitaker as 

chairman and in 1847 the first meeting was held in Auckland, in the store of Camp-

bell and Brown, attended by Logan Campbell, Dr John Johnson, Rev. Thomas Buddle, John 

Jermyn Symonds, John MacDougall, David Graham, Thomas Forsaith, John Israel Monte-

fiore, James Dilworth, Alexander Kennedy and William Smellie Graham and the Auckland 

Savings Bank was born.  

 

 In 1847, the ASB opened its doors to a resounding silence. No one deposited any 

money for two weeks before a man called Matthew Fleming deposited a whole £10. The two 

men who banked that deposit were said to have shouted with glee: "The bank exists!" At the 

end of the year 21 depositors (14 Pakeha and 7 Maori) had deposited £216 and withdrawn 

£50 - leaving a balance of £166, hardly a fortune from a population that exceeded 500.  

 

 Alexander Kennedy returned to Sydney and rejoined the Union Bank as manager. In 

June 1861 the New Zealand Banking Bill was introduced into the House of Representatives, 

"it being necessity for identifying our Colonial Bank with our Colonial interest which can 

never be wholly attained, so long as our banking business is done with institutions managed 

 for the settled purpose of enriching an alien propriety."  

 

 September the same year the Provisional Trustees engaged the first members of staff. 

The position of General Manager and Inspector of the Bank Of New Zealand was offered to 

Alexander Kennedy.  

 

 The premises were described as being, 'the most spacious, most conveniently and most 

elegantly housed of any banking establishment in the City of Auckland. Its managers and 

directors are men with an intimate knowledge of business and a lively interest in its success-

ful conduct, which can scarcely fail of achieving a large measure of success.'    
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Alexander Kennedy's letter of acceptance.  

Courtesy of Bank of N.Z. Archives.  

 

Alexander Kennedy attended the Wesleyan Chapel in High Street, not far from his 

home and was on the Wesleyan Mission Board. His business acumen was a valuable asset in 

purchasing land and overseeing the school's finances when the Wesleyan Church opened a 

school in Grafton Road, in early 1845.  

 

It moved to a rural setting, at the Three Kings site in 1847 after the land, including 

Te Tatua (Three Kings) was given to the Wesleyan church for educational purposes under a 

Crown grant. Known as 'Three Kings Wesleyan Native Institute.' It is very likely young Jo-

seph Kennedy, Alexander's orphaned relative, attended this school and received an educa-

tion, until he ran away to sea at nine years of age. Several children from Whakatohea also 

attended the Wesleyan school in Auckland.  

An Early Church  - Three Kings Relic. 
By Geo. M. Fowlds 

 

"It is certain that some of the early education work started out in the old stone 

church with itôs shingle roof and Gothic windows; the inside walls were packed with 

clay. Above the eye-line, use was made of small rough rocks of local lava, but the cor-

ners and up the sides of the windows larger stones were laboriously squared. Off one end 

is a long rambling, single storey, L shaped stone building, once used to accommodate  

Maori boys... for it is stated that the first group of Maori students were accompanied by 

their relatives, who lived in raupo whares on the surrounding hill slopes, grew their own 

crops and had  access to there nearby swamps for eels....A short distance  beyond the ter-

race on which stood the former college building, a small hill contains the finest example 

on the isthmus of the infrequent use, made by Maoris of rock facing in their fortifica-

tions, and it is hoped that they will not be destroyed." 

Paperspast. Auckland Star Volume LXX Issue 88 15 April 1939. Page 8.  

*Sadly the historic building was demolished and replaced by post war State Housing.  
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Three Kings Wesleyan Native Institute Principal's House. 

A memorial stone in Mc Collough Avenue, Mount Roskill, marks this historic site.  

Photograph courtesy of the Wesley Historical Society.  
 

Alexander Kennedy invested in land in Auckland Province. The Ngati Whatua sold 

the land around the volcanic cone of Puketapapa (Mt. Roskill) to the Crown, on 29th  June 

1841. In 1843 a number of allotments were bought by Alexander Kennedy. On  2nd Septem-

ber 1845 he purchased a further 95 acres, approximately, for £100/0/3d, including Mount 

Roskill hill, which he renamed 'Mount Kennedy.' This block of land was bounded by May 

Road, Richardson Road and Mt. Albert Road and extended east to enclose the present 

Akarana Golf Course (LINZ CT Vol.122, Folio 143, see Appendix, Figure 7, Figure 8). A 

further purchase of adjacent allotments was made, but he sold it all the following year. It has 

been said that Kennedy Point, on Waiheke Island, was once owned by Alexander Kennedy, 

directly out from Mariatai, not far from Whitford, but this isn't the same man.  

 

NELSON EXAMINER  and NEW ZEALAND CHRONICAL 
14th Nov 1846. 

 

 Members of the Legislative Council ï 'The surmises and speculations of the public, 

respecting the gentleman who would be nominated to fill the vacant seats at the Council ta-

ble, have been terminated by the appearance of the Government Gazette of Wednesday last; 

in which it is announced that William Donnelly and Alexander Kennedy, Esquires have 

been appointed by His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. Mr. Kennedy, though an old 

friend, is a new legislator; he will make his first appearance upon the stage of public politic 

on Monday next: we hope that his debut will be a successful one. If general intelligence and 

business habits and a thorough  acquaintance with the commercial interests of the colony are 

amongst the qualifications which a legislator should possess, in order to the efficient dis-

charge of his functions, Mr. Kennedy in this respect is  certainly qualified for the office; and 

we  doubt not that he will make his talents subservient to the general weal.  We know that he 

is no place hunter, and therefore, in this sense, he is an independent member, and will not   

'truckle' to the wishes of those in power, or court their favour by any compromise of the 

principals he holds. He is, moreover, an old settler, intimately acquainted with the past his-

tory of the colony and early blunders of its rulers; he is conversant with not only all the 

measures of past administrations, but also with many of the motives which originated them, 

and can therefore explain, support, or condemn, as the case may require, with greater grace 

and probably with as much point as any man in the colony.   
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 The whole produce of the Waipa district is, brought by the natives in their canoes up 

this creek and conveyed across the portage to the Waihuku, [Waiuku] when it is again 

shipped and landed at Onehunga, within six miles of Auckland. A canal could easily be cut 

across this narrow portage, which is not more than a mile broad, by which a communication 

with the interior for 160 miles would be opened up, as a steamer could then ascend the Wai-

kato, Horatti and Waipa from Onehunga, and connect the extensive and fertile plains of the 

interior with Auckland.'  
_______________ 

 

THE BANKERS ONE HUNDRED 
 

In January 1869, Alexander Kennedy, the first General Manager, retired. He had  

become involved in some land speculations at Whitefoord Park (land being one of the few 

outlets for spare capital in those days) and as his financial position continued to deteriorate, 

he was obliged to surrender his post. He was one of a number who were similarly engulfed 

in those early days. For three years he had held the combined posts of Auckland Branch 

Manager, General manager and Inspector, high executive duties.  

 

 Alexander Kennedy is mentioned in the dairies of Clendon, Mair, Busby, Matthew & 

others, also in the foot records for 1840 at Wellington and in the Foot Gazette ï according to 

Graham he also founded the Bank of Auckland and was first Chairman of the Auckland Pro-

vincial Council. On some of the old Auckland maps Kennedy's farm is indicated in Howick 

area and it was here that the first imported pheasants were liberated and first Vice regal 

shooting party took place in N.Z.  

 

 Alexander Kennedy travelled extensively through New Zealand, enjoying the com-

pany of his Maori guides and learning much about them. His book 'New Zealand,' reflects a 

well educated man, with a wide general knowledge; familiar with Latin, French, history, ge-

ology, flora and fauna and a love of literature and quoting poems throughout his writings. 

He records his observation of Maori with sympathetic insight and admiration. In my opinion 

it is one of the most extensive private records of the time, written by a highly educated con-

temporary of the day who was in the unique position of understanding matters fiscal and 

governmental; interacting with people from many sectors of New Zealand social fabric, 

Maori and European alike.  

ðððððð 

 

WHITEFOORD (now Whitford)  
Alexander Kennedy a Pioneer.  

 

In 1853 when Kennedy was still the Manager of the Union Bank Of Australia, he 

acquired land, known as the 'Kennedy Block,' consisting of some 1,387 acres, in December 

of 1853.  

 

This land comprised Allotment 132, in the  Parish of Pakuranga, and Allotment 26 in 

the Parish of Maraetai. On June 6th 1854, he sold 520 acres to the Rev. Vicesimus Lush and 

leased the balance to Robert Ballie Lush for a period of nine years. Lush later resold it to 

Alexander Kennedy.  

 

In 1869, Mr. Kennedy sold it to the Nathans, who subsequently developed White-

foord Park and their famous Ostrich farm on the site. Boatloads of people came for horse 

racing. In the early days, Whitefoord was called Turanga by the Maori ï the name meaning 

'Standing Up Place,' referring to the estuary with its shallowness and channel in the mud. 

Settlers of the district were reliant on water transport, which necessitated the construction of   
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Whitefoord wharf. It is one of the most historic interests in the vicinity of the township, still 

standing, and was constructed in the late 1850's by Alexander Kennedy. The first wharf with 

Kauri piles was, according to La Roche, rebuilt in 1910 for daily service to Auckland and 

was made of Australian hardboard with facings of Totora.  
 

Many ideas have been put forward as to the naming of Whitford; one being because 

of the white stepping stones across the ford, white from the dried salt water. Another  sug-

gests the rocks were painted white for easier crossing at night. About 2 chains above Ford 

Bridge (now demolished) is a shelf rock, which extends from side to side of the creek, sepa-

rating the fresh water from the salt from about half to low tide. It was the only means of 

crossing the creek with a pair of boots on, without getting them wet. Kennedy used this shelf 

to transport their horse teams to and fro. This was known as the Ford or White Ford. An old 

resident remembered Nathan's wagons having 'Whitefoord' on the side. The truth is more 

likely to be that Alexander Kennedy's paternal grandmother was a Whitefoord, which was 

also his only sister's middle name. Interestingly, the next owner, L.D. Nathan's vast property 

was initially listed as Whitefoord Park.  

 

Alexander Kennedy introduced the English and Chinese ring necked pheasants, 

which soon became the curse of many farmers. Pheasants can still be seen and heard around 

the farms in the area.  The early settlement of Whitford was concentrated on and around Al-

lotment 115, in the Parish of Pakuranga, which had, on 14th February 1855, been granted to 

Thomas Williamson for the sum of £40. Consisting of around 80 acres, the property, 

bounded on the north by Turanga creek and was divided into northern and southern portions, 

bisected by a public road, later known as Whiteford Park Road. Two months later William-

son conveyed the entire block to John Hill, a settler, for the same price. Then, in December 

1858, Hill sold it to Alexander Kennedy, who already had interests in the area. LINZ 6D. 

Brookfield House, Whitford, was not Alexander Kennedy's house, as some suggest. His was 

the 'two storied rambling farm house,' which was still standing in 1945.  
 

 In 1861 Alexander Kennedy was Justice of Peace in Auckland. On 4th September, 

1861, he resigned from Union Bank of Australia Limited and on 17th October, the Bank Of 

New Zealand opened its doors, in a little shop in Queen Street, Auckland, with Alexander 

Kennedy as Manager, Mr. H.B. McNab (accountant) Mr. G.S. Kissling (teller) Mr. J.W. 

Chisholm (ledger keeper). Mr. G.W. Basley, started as a  junior, the day the bank opened.   

 

 An account of an amusing incident recorded in the book, New Zealand Banker's One 

Hundred, gives us the only physical description we have of Alexander Kennedy. 'On 10th 

October 1861, the visiting banker, Mr. Larkworthy left Auckland for Dunedin, which was to 

be his headquarters for the next six months. The vessel on which he was to make the voyage 

was lying at anchor at Onehunga, and he was accompanied to the port by a number of 

friends, to wish him bon voyage. Even a coastal voyage was acknowledged to be an under-

taking fraught with danger for small vessels. Among the well wishers was the General Man-

ager, Mr. Alexander Kennedy and as he lowered his portly bulk from the pier to the row 

boat, which was to take them to the waiting steamer, the iron shard at the base of his foot 

penetrated the worn timbers and the boat began to fill. The water was shallow and there was 

no danger but, amid the laughter of the crowd, in which the occupants themselves joined, the 

boat had to be beached and another obtained.  

 

 When he joined the Bank of New Zealand in 1861, he was of middle age, a heavy built 

man and despite the handicap of a shrunken leg, which required the support of an iron 

frame, he was indefatigable in travelling from place to place when opening new branches. 

The Union Bank regarded him as a popular officer, and when he left that institution for a 

second time (this time to the Bank of New Zealand) his loss was not viewed with favour, 

especially as he took with him a number of accounts, not to mention staff.'  
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 Next to travel were Mr Kennedy and Mr Russell, who embarked at Onehunga on De-

cember 9th, for their first port of call at New Plymouth. They arrived on the following day 

and remained a few hours ashore to inspect the recently opened office of the bank. Leaving 

New Plymouth they called at Nelson on December 11th on their way to Wellington. At Nel-

son they engaged staff for the Bank. Russell took the steamer to Lyttleton, while Kennedy 

remained to assist Rhodes in acquiring suitable premises and after inspecting many proper-

ties, Kennedy secured a large and  commodious building, then empty, called Swinburne's 

Hotel, which served as a Bank until premises were erected, on the corner of Willis Street 

and Lampton Quay.  

  

While preparations were going forward for opening the Wellington branch, early in 

the new year of 1862, Kennedy was entertained at a complimentary dinner at the Queen's 

Hotel. Mr Rhodes, in the presence of other distinguished guests, said "their guest was the 

patriarch of New Zealand Banking; though he had known him for only four years, he had 

heard of him for twenty four. The appointment of Kennedy to his present office was due to 

his long banking career and the ability he had displayed portended a successful result."  

Alexander Kennedy, replying said, "that at first Auckland promoters had no knowledge of 

the feeling of the southern Provinces toward the project, which it would be hopeless to start 

without their co-operation." The Wellington branch opened in January 1862, followed by 

branches in Picton and Blenheim and the foundation stone of the Invercargill branch was 

laid on May 26th 1862, by the General Manager, Alexander Kennedy. A cavity was carved 

in the corner pile, and in this was deposited a parchment packet containing copies of the 

Southland News of May 24th and sundry coins of the realm. The inscription on the parch-

ment stated that, "This first stone was laid by Mr. Kennedy, in the presence of himself as 

General Manager and Mr. Kissling, as acting manager, and others."  

 

 It would appear that Alexander Kennedy petitioned himself bankrupt (on a debtor's 

petition) probably to escape the pressure from creditors; more the result of a fragile, young 

economy than a reflection of his business acumen. He was discharged from bankruptcy later 

in the same year, as a result of entering into, what appears to be, a court approved compro-

mise with his creditors. When a person files his own bankruptcy it is required that a state-

ment of affairs be filed with the Court setting out the circumstances and causes of bank-

ruptcy. This document would most likely be held in the Supreme Court archives and would 

make very interesting reading. The following advertisements also tell a story;  he must have 

played the piano.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MR.  ALEXANDER KENNEDY. 
1869 1st Feb.  

 

 We regret to learn that our old friend Mr. Alexander Kennedy, Manager of the Bank 

Of New Zealand, has found his private affairs required too much of his time to enable him to 

continue in the service of the Bank. He has therefore ceased his connection with it. We need 

scarcely add that rumours which have been circulated as his being involved with the Bank 

are entirely without foundation. Mr. Kennedy has since filed his petition in bankruptcy. 

The subscribers will sell at the residence of 

ALEXANDER KENNEDY, Esq., Wynyard Street 

on Friday, 27th instant, 

at 11 o'clock  

THE ENTIRE HOUSEHOLD FURNITRE, 

 Superior Pianoforte, &c.,  

lately the property of that gentleman.  
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For unreserved sale at the Homestead, Whitford Park, 

 on Tuesday March 9, at 11 o'clock. 

 

THE WHOLE OF THE LIVESTOCK, 

 FARM IMPLIMENTS, AND SUNDRIES, consisting of- 

   200 Long-woolled Ewes 

   200 Southdown Ewes 

   300 Half-bred Ewes 

   100 Long-woolled Ewe Lambs 

   10 Leicester Rams, bred by Messrs. Macllean 

   2 Dairy Cows 

   A young Bull 

   14 head two-year-old Heifers and Steers 

   2 Draught Mares 

   2 Draught Horses 

   2 Riding Horses 

   A large number of Poultry 

   3 sets Common Barrows 

   Flexible Harrows 

   Broad-caste Manure Drill 

   Broad-cast Seed Drill 

   Rollers, Scarifier 

   3 Ploughs, 2 Drays 

   Sheep Nets, Hurdles 

   Cart and Plough Harness &c.  

ððð 

 The whole of the above Stock are of good kind, and in 

excellent condition, and the flock of Sheep will be found very 

superior. The Auctioneer solicits a punctual attendance, that the 

whole may be sold in one day. 

 

ALFRED BUCKLAND. 

Paperspast 1867.  
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THIS DAY. 
BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH 

[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 

  6th Feb 1869 - 10:50 a.m. 

 

 The Airedale has arrived, and brings us news that Mr. Kennedy, General Manager of the 

Bank of New Zealand, has resigned office in consequence of his private affairs being embarrassed. 

The liabilities are principally outside the bank, and amount to £26,000. The salary enjoyed by Mr. 

Kennedy was £1,500 a year.  26th FEBRUARY 1869, Mr. Hesketh made application for a day to be 

fixed for a meeting of creditors in the estate of Alexander Kennedy, whose liabilities were 

£23,400, assets £13,500. Application granted. Re Alexander Kennedy ï Mr. Richmond appeared 

for the bankrupt, and Messrs Beveridge and Richie appeared for Colonel Thompson, a creditor to 

the extent of £10,000, who has arrived from England within the last few days, for the purpose of 

being present at Court, previous to the bankrupt passing his last examination. It was now stated 

that all opposition was withdrawn on the part of Colonel Thompson and other creditors, and the 

Court thereupon granted the bankrupt his discharge. It was stressful and humiliating to have his 

affairs aired so publically and to loose his Whitfoord property and household effects.   
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JOHN KENNEDY'S OF KENNEDY'S BAY'S SCOTTISH ANCESTRY  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
John Kennedy of Kennedyõs Bay New Zealand ôs Ancestry. 

He was born in Maybole, Ayrshire, Scotland and his ancestors came from the surrounding villages. 
He descends from the Kennedy Clan. His mother died when he was born.  

Most of his immediate ancestors where Cotton Weavers.   
Compiled by Jill Kemp with the assistance of Liz Koh. 

 
John Kennedy   =================  Unknown                          John McCosh   =================  Florence Stinsoun   
   b.circa 1665.                        |                                                                        b.circa 1675                        |               b. circa 1684  

                        __________  _|________                                             ____________|________ ______  
                                                         |                                                                                                     |  
Jean Aird            ==         Alexander Kennedy                    ==                                         Agnes McCosh 

1705-1735                            1698 - 1762                                         |                                                                     1700 - 1751         

                                                                                                   |                                                                            
                                                                                  Alexander Kennedy      ====     Agnes McClewman     
                          1742          |  7.7. 1744 

                                                                                                               Weaver, Maybole               |  

         |  

                                    John Kennedy       ====   * Jannet McCutchison,   
                                       1767-1847                                      1767 -1797                            
                                             Weaver Maybole       died when youngest son, John (Kennedyõs Bay)  was born          

                                                                            |  

|____________|_______ ______________|________ ____|________  
Jannet               Elizabeth                                David                        John Kennedy ==========Rangirauwaka Kiatkita Taurangi  
                                       b. 1797 Maybole Ayrshire Scot.             b. 1820 
                                                                                                                                          of Kennedyõs Bay N.Z.                      daughter of Maori Chief m.Kennedyõs Bay N.Z 
                   d. March 1843 murdered by his crew for his gold 

                              |                                        |                                       |                                     |                                     |  
                                                         Nathan                            Paku                          Jonathan                   Joseph Bond       Katemairi  
                                                                                 b. circa 1834                                   b. circa 1836                          b. circa 1838                          b. circa 1841                    b. circa 1843 
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"The mark of a Scot of all classes [is that] he ... remembers and cher-

ishes the memory of his forebears, good or bad; and there burns alive in 

him a sense of identity with the dead even to the twentieth generation."   

Robert Louis Stevenson.  
https://www.maybole.org/history/index.htm  

 

Jannet McCutchison's half sister, Margaret McHutchison, married  Rev. David  Kennedy of   

Kirkmichael - the  parents of Alexander Kennedy, a bachelor who became the first Banker 

in New Zealand and with whom Joseph Bond Kennedy lived after his father disappeared, 

until he ran away to sea at 9 years of age. His father, John Kennedy, was later found to have 

been murdered on his way to the Bank with a large amount of gold.  

  

 NO BOND name in has been found in the family, including the John Kennedy who 

came to New Zealand. His baptism records where found by Liz Koh and he was baptized 

only as 'John Kennedy.' The name 'Bond' may have belonged to someone who looked after 

John Kennedy when he was orphaned at birth, or who had been a mentor in his life. He was 

36 years old when he arrived in New Zealand in 1833 and may possibly have been married 

previously, which may explain why none of his children born in New Zealand had any an-

cestral names, which was common practice amongst Scottish families.   

https://www.maybole.org/history/index.htm
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The earliest known, direct ancestors of John Kennedy of Kennedy's Bay, Coromandel, New 

Zealand, from the extensive research of Liz Koh: 

 

John Kennedy born circa 1665. Wife unknown. 

(Great, great, grandfather of John Kennedy of Kennedy's Bay)  

Little is known about him, or his wife, at this present time, but he was probably a Cotton 

Weaver.  

 

Child: Alexander Kennedy (1698-1762) was baptized on the 7th August 1698 at 

Kirkoswald, Ayrshire, Scotland, when he was one week old. He died at Abbey Mill 

Kirkoswald on the 12th October 1762, aged 64 years.  

 

Alexander Kennedy married Jean Aird (1705-1735) on January 3rd 1721.  

Jean Aird died after the birth of their 4th child. Her name is on Alexander Kennedy's family 

headstone in the churchyard at Kirkoswald, Ayrshire, Scotland. He married his 2nd wife, 

Agnes McCoch (1700-1751) on 1st November 1724. The youngest of their 7 children was 

Alexander Kennedy, born in 1742.   

 

THE KENNEDY ANCESTORS OF KIRKOSWOLD 

 
Alexander Kennedy's second wife was Ages McCosh The McCosh family  

where well educated and wealthy and well known  

for their philanthropy in the community.   
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HERE LIES THE  
CORPS Of JEAN  

AIRD SPOVE  (spouse) TO  
ALEXR KENNEDY I1  
PERANcT of Abbay 

W(H)O Died July 15 1735 
As also MARGET &  
JEAN KENNEDYS 

THEIR CHILDREN &  
KATTRIN KENNEDY 

DOChTR (daughter) TO 
AGN(E)S  
McCOCH 
ððððð 
KIRKTON  

                JEAN (b. 1738) 

Courtesy of Liz Koh. 
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The ancestors of John Kennedy, from Kennedy's Bay, New Zealand, came  

from the county of Ayrshire, in Scotland. LDS Counties Map.  

John Kennedy, himself, was born in Maybole, South Ayrshire, Scotland.  

His Kennedy ancestors descend from Culzean Castle, on the coast of Ayrshire and Cassillis 

Castle, in Maybole.   
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 Cassillis Castle, in the Parish of Kirkmichael, is situated on the banks of  the Doon 

river, in Maybole, Ayrshire and Culzean Castle, on the West coast of Ayrshire, are the two 

principal residences of the early Kennedy ancestors.  

 

Cassillis Castle 

Ca(t) sill (k)iss 

 Cassillis is a largely 19th century mansion, built around an earlier castle, that was tra-

ditionally the seat of the Kennedy clan. The lands of Castlys, or Cassillis, were first owned 

by the Montgomery family and it may be they who built the first castle at Cassillis, as a Neil 

de Montgomerie is said to have been born there around 1276. It is thought that there may 

have been a castle at Cassillis as early as the 12th century.  

 

 Around 1360 the then owner of the lands, Sir John Montgomery de Castlys, died, and 

Cassillis seems to have passed jointly to his daughter, Marjory de Montgomery, and his 

cousin, also Marjory de Montgomery.  

 

 In 1373, upon the marriage of the younger Marjory to Sir John Kennedy, of Dunure, 

Cassillis passed into the Kennedy family. The ancestors of the Kennedys' had lived in the 

area since at least the mid-12th century, the first of the family to be mentioned in a charter 

being a Duncan de Carrick. Probably around the time of this marriage a large tower house 

was constructed on a raised mound above the River Doon.  

 Rectangular in plan, it measures approximately 18m north-east to south-west by 

around 12m east to west. It is possible that it could perhaps incorporate part of an earlier 

castle. The tower rose to a height of four storeys, plus a garret and had massively thick 

walls, being some 4.9 metres thick at the base. The basement level was vaulted and within 

the thickness of the north wall there was a pit prison. On the first floor was the Great Hall, 

and above that were two further floors of accommodation. Around the top of the tower was a 

parapet walk supported by corbels, with open round bartisans (parapet with battlements pro-

jecting from a tower) at each corner. 

SOUTH TO THE LEFT OF VENUS  Part 1  THE KENNEDY'S SCOTTISH CONNECTION 

http://www.stravaiging.com/history/castle/dunure-castle


52 

 

 Early in the 15th century Sir James Kennedy of Dunure married Lady Mary Stew-

art, a daughter of Robert III . Their son, Sir Gilbert Kennedy of Dunure, who had been 

one of the six Regents of Scotland during the minority of James III, was created the 1st 

Lord Kennedy in 1452. His grandson, David Kennedy, the 3rd Lord Kennedy, was cre-

ated the 1st Earl of Cassillis in 1509, and as the family's fortunes and influence continued to 

grow, as did the castle. 

 In the 17th century a square stair tower was added to the north-east corner of the origi-

nal tower, containing a wide turnpike stair. This staircase is unusual in that the centre post is 

wide and hollow. Contained within are protruding stones that can be used as steps, while 

small windows let in light from the outer staircase. It has been suggested that this may be 

related in some way to the troublesome period following the Reformation. Sir William 

Bruce was commissioned to make alterations to the castle in the 1670s, with significant re-

modelling took place above the parapet level. The bartisans were built up and roofed, the 

garret level extended to the edge of the towerôs walls, and part of the parapet replaced with 

classical balustrades. 

 
 In 1759 the Kennedys made Culzean Castle their principal seat. Cassillis was still 

maintained however, and in the 1780s alterations and remodelling were carried out by the 

architect Hugh Cairncross, although the planned work was only partially completed. Around 

1830 work began to build a new two storey wing adjoining the stair tower to the east. De-

signed by David Bryce while he was working within William Burn's office, it was com-

pleted in 1832 for Archibald Kennedy, the 12th Earl of Cassillis. The title Marquess of Ailsa 

was created for Archibald in 1831, the title coming from the family's ownership of the Ailsa 

Craig. 

 During this building work a large subterranean chamber with concealed doorway is 

said to have been found, although exactly where isn't recorded. Within this chamber were 

found many human bones. 

 

 Around 1885 the then Lady Ailsa commissioned a new wing designed by Hew Mait-

land Wardrop. It extended Bryce's wing and was aligned approximately north-east to south-

west, so forming a U-plan with the old tower. This new wing contained several new rooms 

including a library.  

 

 In 1945 Charles Kennedy, the 5th Marquess of Ailsa, gave Culzean Castle to the Na-

tional Trust for Scotland in order to avoid inheritance tax, leaving Cassillis House as the ma-

jor house in the Kennedy family (although they retained an apartment at Culzean).  When 

the 5th Marquess died childless in 1956 the estates and titles passed to his nephew Angus 

Kennedy, a son of Archibald Kennedy the 3rd Marquess, who became the 6th Marquess of 

Ailsa. However Angus died within a year and was succeeded by his son Archibald David 

Kennedy as the 7th Marquess of Ailsa. The 7th Marquess and his wife Mary, the Marchion-

ess of Ailsa, initially lived in the apartment at Culzean, but moved to Cassillis and began 

restoring the neglected house and the gardens, which had become known as 'The Jungle.' 

 

 The 7th Marquess died in 1994, and following the death of the Marchioness in 2007 

Cassillis House was put up for sale in 2008, with a guide price of £2.5 million. It was bought 

in 2009 by the Australian internet insurance specialist, Kate Armstrong and her husband 

Malcolm. They set about restoring the castle back to its former glory, or perhaps even better! 

It was featured in the BBC programme Restoration Home in 2013. The family and the na-

tion, owe a huge debt of gratitude to this visionary couple. The following photographs are 

used by kind permission of the owner of Cassilis, Kate Armstrong. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-VFlRxWy_I  
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A panoramic view of Maybole's picturesque Estate,  

From a high bank, Cassillis towers over the River Doon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Cassilis is a Category A listed castle which has been beautifully  

restored by Kate Armstrong and her husband Malcolm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From a high bank, Cassillis towers over the River Doon.  

The original tower was a fortress with its original stone spiral staircase.  

Photographs used by kind permission of Kate Armstrong. 
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