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Kia Ora.  

To all the Whanau of Matarena 

 of ǽpǾtiki descent from the hapu of Whanau-a-Muriwai. 

Ko  Muriwai te Tipuna (ancestor) 

     Ko  Opape  te  Marae  (meeting house) 

Ko Ngai Tamahaua te Hapu (family group) 

Ko Te Whakatohea Te iwi (tribe) 

Ko Mataatua te waka (canoe)  

 
You may ask why a Pakeha grandmother would spend more than 22 years research-

ing and recording events around the lives of the descendants of Matarena and take such an 

interest in her ancestors? Somehow, an irreplaceable photograph of my son in law's half 

Maori great, great Grandmother, ''a beautiful Maori Princess with a moko,'' was reputedly 

lost at school. It seemed sad that the family would never know who she was, or what she 

looked like and important that my grand children and great grand children, knew about their 

Maori heritage. I made inquiries amongst his elderly aunts and an epic journey began! This 

is my family's heritage one the whole whanau (and historians) can share. My job was simply 

to join the threads of oral history and other material together, as accurately as possible. The 

loss of NgǕhiraka's  photo was a blessing after all!  

 

Thanks to my husband Bob for undertaking three days of nonstop photocopying of 

hundreds of pages of H.M.S. Buffalo Ship's Logs at Mercury Bay Museum, which inciden-

tally took me 8 years to transcribe, while trying to find a link between NgǕhiraka's father, 

Commander James Wood and Matarena; the writing was extremely difficult to decipher. 

Thank you for the miles you travelled looking for elusive ancestors and enduring the sleep-

less nights they gave me; and for patiently attending to myriads of computer glitches. Much 

credit goes to Avery Tilley, Silvana WiRepa, and Dion Tilley for their editing skills!   

 

 Touching moments for me, personally, were seeing my first photo of NgǕhiraka in a 

precious heirloom locket belonging to Betty Schroder and learning her name; visiting the 

cave of Muriwai; finding the negative of NgǕhiraka's photo in Tairawhiti Museum Gisborne 

where it had been for more than 130 years; owning Alexander Kennedy's and Dr. Arthur 

Saunders Thomson's history books; standing on Kennedy's Bay in the footsteps of ancients 

and ancestors; standing on Opape beach foreshore and visiting the UrupǕ at Waiaua with 

Manny Mokomoko; visiting NgǕhiraka's grave, a woman who had become so much part of 

my own life and having a commendation from Dr. Ranganui Walker, the eminent Maori his-

torian wrote to me, ''a nice piece of work.''   

 

Sincere thanks to all who have contributed precious photographs and shared informa-

tion about their ancestors. The family owe a huge debt of gratitude to the years of painstak-

ing research into family history, by Carmarita Hartog, John, George and Mary Hovell of 

Kennedy's Bay,  Lyn Chappell, Bradley Walker, Esther Wilson, Kath Riri, Silvana WiRepa, 

Colin Wilson; the Sterndale-Bennet family, who have all generously shared their archives. 

Chris Metcalfe, Verity Baylis and Sydney Wood  and others for providing DNA samples 

Thank you to Roger Morris for allowing me to include a copy of his ship painting; Don Ar-

mitage for his contribution to things nautical, Great Barrier and Raoul Islands and Dion 

Tilley for the Whakapapa and family tree charts and his editing skills. My sincere apprecia-

tion is extended to all those who helped, encouraged me, or contributed to this book: Bob 

Kemp, Tuiringa (Manny) Mokomoko, Heteraka Biddle, Bella Harris, Jon Tilley, Warwick 

Tilley, Mike and Samantha Barrington, Chris and Maree Barrington, Sue and Shane 

Brownlie, Lyn and Robert Stevenson, Paul and Jan Smith, Jim Peapell, Clive and Hazel 

Peapell, Leone Metcalfe, Hazel McDonald, June Smith, Olive Hartog, Ken and Dawn Read, 

Rosemary Orr, Robyn Morrisby, Jean Reeves, Kevin Learmonth, the Apanui whanau, 
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Chris and Tami Metcalfe, Buster Hastie, Sid Wood, Jo Claude, Barry Smith, Debra Smith,   

Kotiro August, Wendy Webster, Wade Doak, Chippy Apanui, Tommy Apanui and Margaret 

Harris, for the Tui story, Chris and Tami Metcalfe, James Muir, Alistair M. Isadale, Lois 

Hannah, Liz Kohi for finding ''the lost son of Matarena'' (Thomas Henry McGregor) and to  

Leonie Leete Smith, Lynda Hale, Allan Prestidge, Jackie Biddle,  Ian Squire, Hone Kaneri, 

Nelda Elder, the Fletcher Trust and the helpful staff at Auckland City Library, National Ar-

chives Auckland, Museum Library, Auckland and Alexander Turnbull Libraries, Whitianga 

Library, Mercury Bay Museum, Tauranga Library, Gisborne Library, ǽpǾtiki Museum, 

ǽpǾtiki Library, Tairawhiti Museum Gisborne, especially Dudley Meadows, Whakatane 

Museum Collections & Research: Matthew Marr, the Royal British Navy and Archives de-

partment and Liz Koh for her hours of research into DNA links to trace the Scottish origins 

of John Kennedy of Kennedy's Bay - related to Sir John Kennedy, born 1446 in Cassillis 

Castle, Ayrshire, Scotland. From you all I have learnt so much and had many unforgettable 

experiences. I apologise for any omissions.  

 

 The most frustrating times for me were when the pages flipped out of sequence (more 

than 40 times over the years) as the manuscript outgrew the capability of my computer and I 

felt like throwing the whole project away, but I painstakingly corrected it, compressing the 

photographs and then managed to persuade my husband to purchase three more powerful 

computers, over the years, with much larger capacity! That is how important I felt this pro-

ject to be! I honour the memory of many dear people who generously shared their knowl-

edge and memories and have since passed. Their aroha and encouragement spurred me on.  

  

 A very special thanks to Dion Tilley for his gift and knowledge of Maori language and 

Whakapapa.  

 

 NgǕhiraka being the central figure in this book, she and her 3rd husband Joseph Bond 

Kennedy's names and relevant lineage are underlined at the beginning of each chapter for 

the benefit of my family. It may be helpful for others to underline their own ancestors for 

their respective family. The book begins with NgǕhiraka's Maori ancestry (Whakapapa) 

back 9 generations BEFORE Muriwai (female) in the Mataatua Canoe, arrived at Whaka-

tane. There are more extensive and even earlier whakapapa in the last chapter.  Included in 

this book are many other families who are related to NgǕhiraka's siblings, or who have mar-

ried into this line and their children. What began as NgǕhiraka's story has become her 

mother, Matarena's descendants' story.  

 

 Much of this history relates to Kennedy's Bay, Coromandel, ǽpǾtiki and Gisborne, 

Raoul Island, Hokianga, Cloudy Bay, early Auckland, England, Ireland, Scotland and 

France. It records power, position and wealth; pioneering ancestor's sea faring adventures 

and battles; exploration, shipwreck; love and loss; craftsmanship, hard work, integrity and 

ingenuity; hardship, endurance, tragedy, murder, great injustice and severe poverty; heroism, 

entrepreneurial endeavours, life, death, faith and love for family. It is a heritage of which 

descendants can be proud. In many instances the material could have been more condensed, 

but I chose to include it in full to preserve the names of many people, some long forgotten, 

or for people to draw their own conclusion on certain historic events and Court proceedings. 

I didn't want to put my spin on them. I apologise for the lack of references on each page. 

This book was only ever intended to be a history for my immediate family. Not being a pro-

fessional, or academic, I simply did not know that such a protocol was preferable, but en-

deavoured to include them once it was brought to my attention. However, all references are 

recorded in the Bibliography at the back. I take no responsibility for errors resulting from 

information given to me, or that which I have read in other publications and recorded here. I 

have devoted more than 22 years to this project, in good faith.  

 Jill Kemp.  

southvenus@xtra.co.nz  
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Previous additions are out of date because of new information. 

This edition is the most accurate, 

 at this present time.  

2023 

 

I am grateful for the expertise of Dion Tilley 

in collating Whakapapa, both Maori and European.   
 

 

BE PROUD OF WHO YOU ARE! 

 

Respectfully,  

Jill Kemp 

southvenus@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jill Kemp 

Courtesy of the Kemp family. 
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Explaining the results of  DNA testing done to verify if  

Commander James Wood R.N.  

was the father of  

NgǕhiraka. 
 

Note DNA is measured in centiMorgans (cM for short).  

 

In 2016, four purported descendants of Simon Starr (1687-1755) and Susannah 

Hoyle (1693-1763) took DNA tests to prove their lines. The DNA donors' tests 

showed strong overlaps on multiple chromosomes for the four donors. The 

strongest overlaps were on the X-chromosome where the three female donors 

matched the other three at five identical points. These overlaps ranged in size 

from 4.2 cM to 7 cM, with the average size being 5.1 cM. This verifies that all 

three women are descended from the same person.  

 

Each of the four donors has a well documented family tree leading to Simon 

Starr and Susannah Hoyle.  

One of the donors is Verity Baylis a direct descendant of NgǕhiraka  Wood, 

daughter of Commander James Wood (b.1783) son of Captain Starr Wood (b. 

1760). 

 

With the following she shares:  

53.2cM over 17 segments with 'Anon' Wood - direct descendant of Captain 

Starr Wood (b. 1760) and his second wife Elizabeth Travers (b. 1766/77). 

46.1cM over 16 segments with Amanda Wood - direct descendant of Simon 

Starr (1687-1755) and Susannah Starr (1718-1795) 

7.2 cM over 2 segments with Sidney Wood - direct descendant of William 

Wood (1718-1794) and Susannah Hoyle (1693-1763) 

 

This DNA evidence strongly suggest that NgǕhiraka Wood is the daughter of 

Commander James Wood, son of Captain Starr Wood (1760) and Jane Nankiv-

ell, grandson of William Wood and Susannah (Hoyle) Starr (b. 1693-1763) and 

great grandson of Simon Starr (1687-1755) and Susannah Hoyle (1693-1763). 

 

Courtesy of 

Simone Tynan  VCE Biology and ICT  
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Legacy 
 

As you write upon the pages of life   

Take care 

The marks you leave upon the way 

Will forever be imprinted there 

You are here now 

You'll soon be gone 

But what you do does history make 

Leave a legacy that carries on 

For in our genes  

Each ancestor has left  

Some  of themselves that makes us theirs 

And the stars that shine in our night sky 

Are just the same as when  

They raised their eyes 

To find the path  

That led them South 

To the left of Venus 
 

         Jill Kemp  
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 On Saturday 27th May 2023, 

Te WhakatǾhea signed their  

Deed of Settlement  

exactly 183 years to the day 

 from when their rangatira  

signed the Treaty of Waitangi, at ǽpǾtiki.  

MATARENA WAITANGI RANGIWHIUWHIU  

told her children she had been present  

on that occasion (on the 27th May, 1840).  
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From Havaiiki  during the 14th Century 

Muriwai  (female) is the Eponymous ancestor of the 

WHAKATOHEA Tribe of ǽpǾtiki.  
                                                          (m) male                       (f) female 

*NgǕhiraka (f) is  a direct descendant of  Muriwai. (f)        

The ancestral canoe to which the WHAKATOHEA Tribe relates is the 

 MATAATUA   Canoe. 
 

Your earliest known ancestors are more than 23 generations before the arrival of the 

Mataatua Canoe. Recorded here are 9 generations BEFORE the canoe, but Dion Tilley 

has recorded more generations in the last chapter: 
 

Toi-kai-rakau                           

Rauru 

Whatonga + Tara              Toi-Te-Huatahi = Te Kura i Monoa 

Taha-titi               Awanuiarangi 

Rau-tapu            Awaroa 

Rakei-ora              Awatumakiterangi 

Tama-ki-te-ra                  Parinuitera   

(f) Pae-rere-i-waho                                      +                                 Awa-morehurehu (Visited Havaiiki)                                                                

* Irekewa  (Hikoroa)  +  Waiakewa/Wekanui (f) (of Havaiiki )   

Muriwai  

 
 Early traditions say that having migrated to Whakatane, Irakewa (Hikoroa) returned to Havaiiki and 

married Wekanui. Their children: Toroa (m)  Muriwai  (f) Puhikaiariki (m) and half brother Taneatua. Toroa, 

the Araki  superior Chief of the Mataatua Canoe, with his other siblings migrated to Aotearoa, but more recent 

thought is that they went north about four generations before returning to Whakatane on the Mataatua Canoe.    

 

       Whakatohea  Tribe descends from Muriwai. 

   Ngati Awa Tribe descends from Toroa 

   Nga Puhi Tribe descends from Puhi 

   Tuhoe Tribe descends from half brother, Taneatua 

    

                       Hikoroa  (Irakewa) +  Wekanui (f) (of Havaiiki/Hawaii) 

                       Muriwai     (f) +  Tamatea Matangi (m) 

         Rangikurukuru           

         Whaka Ue-Riri (Whakauerehe)                                  

         Waikura                      

         Amaite-Uru 

                       Tamatea Hunaro                   

                       Maiwakite Nukuroa 

                       Hinewai                   

                       Kuraawhe Rangi + Tamahaua                      

                       Pakakura 

      Wheao + Kahopu - descended from Takatimu Waka (canoe)     

  Tutepaoa  +   Kawaiho                  

     Te Ururehe                          

                       Tapuaronga         

        Te Maunga +  Rarahi          

         Kawatu                                                                                           

Huirohotu b abt. 1759 at Te Kaha  + Tauare (f.)  b.1758       

Hotu Manawanui (m) +Unknown                                brother:* Tuterangi Kawha  b. 1778+Puata (f)       
*Matarena Waitangi Rangiwhiuwhiu (f) only child.                  *Hohipaea Ngapuhi (f.) only child 

 ððððððð- 

* Note: Hotu Manawanui had two brothers, but only one is known to me. 
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*Matarena  Waitangi Rangiwhiuwhiu  (f) born in ǽpǾtiki  circa 1817 and died circa 1906.    

 She had four  relationships. (Commander Wood was her 2nd brief liaison). She returned to 1st husband.  
 

1. Chief  TAKOTO Waimua ï Te Whanau a Apanui. 

          Child  1. * Kateruri TAKOTO. (f) born circa 1834 

2.Commander James WOOD of H.M.S. Buffalo (comfort wife).  He first arrived in New Zealand, 

     at the Bay of Islands, from Adelaide,  on the 20th Sept 1837. 

Child 2: NgǕhiraka WOOD (f) born 1838, in ǽpǾtiki, from this brief liaison.  

Child  3:  Maupunarua Erihapeti (Elizabeth) TAKOTO (f)  born circa 1846 died 1892 M.L.C.  

3. Captain John (Jock) McGregor Coastal Trader. (Scottish) 

  Child  4:  Thomas Henry McGregor b.1852 and raised by Capt. Abraham Bennett White.  

4. Wi Paki -  

Child 5:- Kawaiho PAKI. (f)  born 1856  
 

* Note Matarena and Hohipaea Ngapuhi were cousins. Their fathers were blood brothers. DNA confirmed.  

Matarena Waitangi  Rangiwhiuwhiu + 1. Commander James Wood of H.M.S. Buffalo                        

      1 

 1. f. NgǕhiraka  born circa 1838 ï  date estimated from father's service records. 

                She  'married'   three times, 'widowed'  twice:      

   + 1. Dr. Arthur Saunders Thomson. 58th Reg. Surgeon Major  died China 1860 

         Liaison ï three children: Thomas, Margaret and Mary  (died young)  

   + 2. John Reed  -  Half Maori. Boatman.  Died 1 Jan 1864  Scarlet Fever. 

                        Child: (Eliza) Mary Reed born 4 months after father died. 

     + 3. Joseph Bond Kennedy  born 1841 - died 1913  (2nd marriage and other children recorded later). 

                                                           1 

                             Harriet Bond Kennedy + George Smith 

                                               1 

               Eric Trevor Bond Smith + (Violet) June Peapell  

                              1  

                            Leone Rosa Smith + John Metcalfe 

                               1 

                            *Christopher  Stephen Metcalfe + (Andrea) Tami Kemp 

                               1                        

             Teegan Natalie Metcalfe               Jayden Christopher Metcalfe 
 

2. f. Kateruri Takoto. Born circa 1834. Died 26/12/1940 aged 106. Father: Chief Takoto Waimua  

  + 1st husband William James  (called John) Gundry English + Ngaitupoto hapu.    

     *Kateruri/ Katerina and signed her name Katarina. Researchers look for all three names.  
   + 2nd husband  George Phillip Matchitt - English      

                 Descendants:   Gundry family, formerly of  ǽpǾtiki 

           Matchitt family of Te Kaha 

                                     Selwyn family  

                     Warren family of ǽpǾtiki  
 

3. f.  Maupunarua Erihapeti (Elizabeth) Takoto born circa 1846 d. 1892. M.L.C.   

          + 1st husband- Mikaere Pihipihi Apanui. Died circa 1864.  

        Children: Hemi and Whareki  

   + 2nd liaison - Charles Daykin Litchfield born 21 Nov. 1843 Radford, Nottingham  

  England. Died 20 December 1889 at ǽpǾtiki.   

       Child: Charles Tangatamua Litchfield  born 1867 ǽpǾtiki. d.1 Feb. 1884 ǽpǾtiki. 
    + 3rd liaison - Capt. George Popplewell Walker 1st Waikato Militia.  

        Child: Matewiki Wiremu Paki Walker born 1869 

                         + 4th husband - Edwards. 
 

4. m. Thomas Henry McGregor b. 1853. d. 1928 75 yrs. m Augustine Selina Te Rangitai White.  15 children.      
 

5.  f. Kawaiho Paki. (f)  born 1856 died 1931 aged 75 years. Father: Wi Paki of  Ngati Patu hapu.  

               1st  husband Warena Mokomoko. They had seven children. 

 

http://www.geni.com/people/Takoto-Waimua/6000000022191635066
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CORRECTION TO BIRTH ORDER OF  

MATARENA  WAITANGI  RANGIWHIUWHIU 'S CHILDREN. 
 

 In a meeting with Heteraka Biddle, he gave me the birth order of Matarena Rangi-

whiuwhiu Waitangi's children, as he knew it from Whakatohea, as: 

      NgǕhiraka  

      Maupunarua 

               Kateruri  

               Kawaiho  

 

 I re-wrote the whole book accordingly, but during my research it became clear that the 

descendants of Kawaiho (who was about 22 years younger than her oldest sibling) initially 

recorded their Whakapapa, were familiar with their own Tipuna, but were mistaken with or-

der of her older siblings and included *Tamihana as a sibling, when he was actually NgǕ-

hiraka's eldest son, Thomas Thomson (Tamihana). But the birth order of Matarena's older 

daughters didn't equate to known facts and dates.  

 

 For example: 

* NgǕhiraka's father's Naval records show he wasn't in New Zealand prior to 1837.  

 

*NgǕhiraka had 3 children to Dr. Thomson between 1852 - 1858.  

 

* Olive Hartog who met her great aunt Ka personally, is adamant that Kateruri/Katerina/
Katarina Takoto was older that NgǕhiraka, whose birth date is definitely correct. After previ-

ously rewriting this book and changing birth order to comply with Whakatohea, I have re-

spectfully re-written it in this edition in line with my extensive research. No disrespect is 

intended.  

 

*Kateruri / Katerina / Katarina Takoto always said that she was 30 when Volkner died in 

1865. This was before calendars were commonly used and dates were associated more with 

events. I suggest that she was born circ 1834 making her about 30+ in 1865 and that she was 

a few years older than NgǕhiraka. She was 106 years old when she died in 1940. 

  

Matarena Waitangi Rangiwhiuwhiu  had four daughters to three different fathers, 

And a son with Jock McGregor who was whǕngai. (Found by DNA). 

 

     1. f. Kateruri / Katerina / Katarina  b. circa 1834 - father Takoto 

     2. f. NgǕhiraka b. 1838 - father Commander James Wood 

     3. f. Maupunarua Erehapeti (Elizabeth) b. circa 1846 - father Takoto  

     4. m. Thomas Henry McGregor b. 1852 - father Jock McGregor, trader, Whanganui. 

     5. f.  Kawaiho Paki b. 1856  - father Wi Paki 

                    

 

* Note:- Kawaiho was about 22 years younger than her oldest sibling and it was her descen-

dants who submitted, what I believe to be an incorrect birth order, simply because they were 

mistaken.  

  

*Matarena Waitangi Rangiwhiuwhiu  is a direct descendant of the Tainui waka, through the 

marriage of  Rongomai and his second wife *Tunamu. She is also descended from Tainui 

waka through Taritoronga down to Tutepaoa (husband of Kawaiho) son of Tamahaua whom 

Ngai-Tamahaua  get their Hapu name from. See Dion Tilley's extensive Whakapapa in the 

last chapter.  
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NgǕhiraka  Kennedy  

1838 - 1890 

By the American Photo Company circa 1889.  

Courtesy Tairawhiti Museum Gisborne.  
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South To The Left Of Venus 

PART ONE 
 

Chapter 1.  Hither from the realm of Rigel                                                      

Chapter 2.  Kennedy Scottish Connection                                                  

Chapter 3.  Kennedy's Bay - John Bond Kennedy                                    

Chapter 4. Rangirauwaka/Kateraina Taurangi & John  Kennedy                      

Chapter 5. Matarena Waitangi Rangiwhiuwhiu                                          

Chapter 6. Maori The First Missionaries in ǽpǾtiki                                  

Chapter 7. English Ancestors Commander Wood - NgǕhiraka                  

Chapter 8.  In Search Of Spar - Commander James Wood                         

Chapter 9.  Maupunarua  Erehapeti Takoto - Apanui & Walker                               

Chapter 10. Matarena's Unknown Son - Thomas Henry McGregor                                                          

Chapter 11. Kateruri/Katarina Takoto - Tiwai - Gundry & Matchitt          

Chapter 22. Whakapapa - Maori and European lineage                              

Chapter  23. Illustrations                                                                                                                                                                        

Chapter 24. Bibliography                                                                            
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Chapter 13. NgǕhiraka & John Reed 2nd husband. Also Gundry            Page 50  

Chapter 14. NgǕhiraka and Joseph Bond Kennedy 3rd husband             Page 73 

Chapter 15   NgǕhiraka and Joseph Bond Kennedy's Children                 Page  96 

Chapter 16.  Irish Ancestors Begorrah - Smith                                         Page 161 

Chapter 17.  Harriet Kennedy & George Smith                                         Page 189 

Chapter 18. Trevor Smith and (Violet) June Peapell                                 Page 209 

Chapter 19.  Metcalfe's From Yorkshire                                                    Page 243 

Chapter 20.  Oram's from Wiltshire - Rich and Beaverstock                    Page 272 

Chapter 21.  Joseph Kennedy's 2nd wife Alice Palmer                             Page 285 

Whakapapa - Maori and European lineage                                                Page 313 

Illustrations                                                                                                Page 357                                                                                            

Bibliography                                                                                              Page 367 
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Chapter 12 

NGǔHIRAKA  

and 

Dr. ARTHUR SAUNDERS THOMSON 
and  

He was the Principal Medical Officer of the 5th Division of the  

British Expeditionary Force with the 58th Regiment.  

He had a liaison with NgǕhiraka while stationed in Auckland. 

 

Children:   

   *Thomas Thomson 

   *Margaret Thomson  +1. Dr. John Harkness Macaffer 

                           + 2. Mr. Simson 

   *Mary (died young). 

 

 NgǕhiraka's half sister, (Kateruri) Katarina Takoto is also  

mentioned in this chapter.  
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ARTHUR SAUNDERS THOMSON  

1816 - 1860  Surgeon Major 58th Regiment. 
He arrived in New Zealand on the Clifton on 23rd January 1848  

 

 He was the son of James Thomson, Paymaster of the Forfar & Kincardine Militia and 

a landowner, who had met his wife Margaret Thomson in Belfast whilst on duty there and 

they married in 1814. His father James had a monument to his family erected at St John's 

Church in Edinburgh. 

 

The couple had four  children: 

 James born 1st August 1815 and died in Edinburgh 1833 aged 18 years. 

        * Arthur Saunders Thomson born  29.12.1816. -  Died in China 4th November 1860 

 William John Born 1819 and died  in 1825,  aged 6 years. 

  Maria Margaret born 1823.  

          Married George Middleton in Edinburgh. She died in 1905.  

  

 Arthur Thomson studied to be a Medical doctor at Edinburgh University, where he 

received a Gold Medal for his Thesis in 1837. It was a tragedy for the family losing two of 

his siblings so young and his parents must have been very proud of Arthur's academic 

achievements.  He became an army doctor and was promoted to Principal Medical Officer of 

the 5th Division of the British Expeditionary Forces and served in India. While he was there, 

he contracted an Amoeba parasite in his blood, which was later to kill him. He was deployed 

to New Zealand as Surgeon Major 58th Regiment, as a result of unrest in the Bay of Islands, 

after the Treaty of Waitangi and arrived in Auckland, onboard the Clifton on 23rd January 

1848 and the troops were stationed at Albert Barracks, on the present day Albert Park, in 

central Auckland, the very young Capital in the remote British colony of New Zealand. 

When his regiment was not engaged in fighting Maori, there was little for him to do, except 

help the poor needing medical treatment, Maori and European alike. There where no books 

about New Zealand and he set about collecting information about the fledgling colony, the 

climate and the Maori people. 

 

 It seems appropriate to quote a reference to Dr Thomson's character and personality, as 

written in an article in The New Zealander, 4th May, 1861. Pages 6 & 7, after news of his 

death, in 1860.   

 

 'Dr. Thomson had, in great measure, the qualities which win general esteem, and se-

cure lasting friendship.  A retiring but genial temperament, a modest disposition and a kind-

ness of heart, ever regardless of self and full of consideration for others, however humble, 

endeared him to all who knew him.  Skilful in his profession, and gentle in his attention to 

the sick, he was loved by his patients; and while he scrupulously avoided as much as possi-

ble private practice, with or without fee, lest he should interfere with local practitioners, he 

frequently, in his medical capacity, charitably administered to the wants of those who had no 

claim except their illness and destitution.   

 

 His general abilities were of a high and rare order.  His mind was observant, and his 

memory tenacious. Methodical in the arrangements of ample stores thus accumulated, he 

was also cool and logical in his conclusions. His practical common sense and his instinctive 

appreciation of truth were no more remarkable than his quick discernment of the motives, 

and his correct judgement of the characters of others. His power of description in writing 

was great, and his style was nervous, simple and graphic.  Without the slightest ostentation, 

his study and knowledge of books were considerable.  There is scarcely a book on New Zea-

land, or bearing the remotest reference to it, as his own book testifies, which he had not dili-

gently and carefully perused.' 

   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Waitangi
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 It is thought that Dr. Thomson may have been one of the men who accompanied the 

Banker Alexander Kennedy on his tour into the interior, to Taupo, in 1852. See an account 

of this historic journey in the chapter on Alexander Kennedy Banker.  

 

 Between 1851 and 1859 Dr. Thomson had a liaison with a young 14 year old Maori 

girl, NgǕhiraka, the daughter of Matarena Waitangi, from the Whakatohea tribe from ǽpǾ-

tiki and Commander Wood of the late H.M.S Buffalo. We do not know the circumstances of 

their meeting, but she and her half sister, Katarina Takoto, were sent from the mission 

school at Hikutaia in ǽpǾtiki, to a Mission in Auckland. There the girls would have become 

proficient at European house keeping practices, gardening, cooking and other household 

skills. From about 14 years of age Mission girls were sort after to work in many European 

homes; trusted for their Christian principals, they were probably engaged to keep house for 

the doctor at his Stoke's Point, Northcote property. Katarina could read and write and was 

always known to be a good housekeeper, but it was the beautiful half - cast NgǕhiraka, who 

captured the doctor's heart. Their liaison would have been discreet, to protect his reputation. 

Katarina Takoto would have run errands for the doctor to Auckland's first chemist, William 

Richardson Gundry, who was also their neighbour. She later married his son (William) John  

Gundry, when his Regiment was stationed at ǽpǾtiki. Katarina Takoto is said to have lived 

in Auckland for 7 years, before returning to home about 1862. She would have helped her 

sister take care of the children when the doctor was absent. Her being half Maori, the doctor 

could not marry NgǕhiraka because of 'Army rules.' He only had to serve two more years 

before retiring on full pay, when he would have been free to marry, but sadly he died in 

China on 3rd November 1860, from a burst abscess in his liver, caused by an Amoeba para-

site he had contracted while serving in India.  

 

 While he was in Auckland, Dr. Thomson bought land in various locations, purchasing 

15 acres at Stokes Point (adjacent to James Reed) from Major Cooper and for the extra sum 

of 5/- Major Cooper gave Dr. Thomson 'the right to use the Maori track either on foot, or 

with horses, for cattle, carts and other carriages, at all times of the day or night.' (from the 

Northcote Golden Jubilee). It was an idyllic location on the edge of the beautiful Waitamata 

harbour. Between 1851  - 1860  the girls worked as house keepers ad light farm duties at this 

beautiful property, on the Northcote peninsular while he spent many hours researching and 

writing. It was only a short ferry ride from the Army barracks in Albert Park, Auckland. He 

also had a residence close by at Shortland and Fort Streets and was often required to attend 

parades and commemoration services, such as celebrating Queen Victoria's birthday, with 

the army.   

  

 Isaac Cooper, James Reed and Dr. Thomson had adjoining properties and William 

Richardson Gundry and his Maori wife lived nearby, at what is now Chelsea Sugar refinery. 

Dr. Thomson was away from home often, on Army business, or exploring the country as 

part of his research for the book. He would have learnt much about Maori from these girls 

and theirs would have been a happy home, with much laughter, singing and traditionally 

Maori dancing and poi.  

 

 Colonel Balneavis was from the same regiment as Dr. Thomson and the Colonel's 

wife, Meri Makarina Hineahua, was from the Whakatohea tribe and related to NgǕhiraka's 

mother. Dr. Thomson had an interest in Maori, their language and customs, especially how 

climate affected their health and  was writing about the history and people of New Zealand. 

The beautiful young, bi-lingual half-caste Maori girl, would have intrigued him, having 

spent many years with missionaries and living very much as a European. Dr. Thomson 

overtly refers to NgǕhiraka in his book: 'Whole sentences are expressed in the large, bril-

liant, restless eyes and a slight squeeze of the hands, difficult to detect, is the secret token of 

regardé marriage among the Maori was a purely civil act. .. permission of both nations was 

required, and neglecting this observance has led to war .should a young girl have a  
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preference for one of her suitors, and particularly on becoming enceinte (pregnant) she went 

home with him and they lived as man and wife.'   

The couple had three children: 

*Thomas Thomson  born circa 1852 Auckland 

 *Margaret born 4th October, 1855 in Auckland 

 *Mary born August/September 1858 (referred to in Dr Thomson's Will written Nov. 1858)  

 

 Margaret  was named after Arthur's mother, Margaret Saunders, who was born in Bel-

fast in 1792. She was a granddaughter of a Mayor of Belfast. We have no record of Mary,  

apart from a mention in the doctor's Army Will. It is assumed she died as a baby. No record 

of this child having been registered or baptised has been found and therefore she wouldn't 

have been buried in consecrated churchyard. There is a reference to two small graves on the 

cliff top at Stokes point and one of these may well have been baby Mary Thomson. The cliff 

has now eroded and the graves have gone.  

 

  Some historians suggest NgǕhiraka was an Auckland socialite, but I have found no 

evidence that she accompanied the doctor to any of the many social events, reported in de-

tail, in the newspapers of the day. Stoke's Point was only accessible to Auckland by boat and 

the relationship which developed between the doctor and NgǕhiraka was discreet, to protect 

the doctor's reputation. It was only when the doctor left a Will, prior his re-deployment over-

seas, that he named NgǕhiraka and his three children, leaving them well provided for. It is 

obvious that he loved her dearly and had expressed his intention to return to his 'beloved 

Waitamata' (harbour) after his final two years service, when he would be entitled to retire on 

full pension. He would then be free to marry her. He instructed her never to return to ǽpǾtiki 

Wiremu Maihi te Rangikaheke, the son of a Maori Chief, born in the Rotorua district circa 

1815 and educated by the Church Missionary Society mission, at Te Koutu, in 1835 where 

he learned to read and write. As he was an adherent of the Anglican church at this time. He 

worked closely with Governor George Grey and was  living with the governor in order to 

teach him about Maori customs. For a time Grey paid Te Rangikaheke £36 a year, and pro-

vided living quarters for him and his family, attached to his own house in Auckland. After 

Governor Grey's departure, in 1853, Te Rangikaheke remained in Auckland for most of the 

decade, moving frequently from one address to another.  He produced a very large body of 

written work - 21 manuscripts, of which he was the sole author, and 17 more to which he 

contributed, in all nearly 800 pages. Almost all are in the Grey Collection in Auckland Pub-

lic Library. They were written, in a neat, clear hand, before 1854.  

Excerpts from  'Dictionary Of New Zealand Biography.' 

* Dr Thomson writes that he also lived with him at Stokes Point for several years.  

COMMISIONED OFFICERS OF THE MEDICAL SERVICES 

OF THE BRITISH ARMY 

1660 -1960 Volume 1. DREW'S ROLL 
Welcome Historical Medical Journal London 1868.  

 

4525. Arthur Saunders Thomson. 

A.S. Staff, 19 oct.1838;  

17 F. 23 Nov. 1838;  

14 Dns, 15 April 1842; 

S. 58 F. 6 Aug. 1847.  

S.M. 58 F. 19 Oct 1858; 

Staff, 15 Nov. 1859.  

Died at Pekin when P.M.O. Of 5 Div. Of Expeditionary Force, 4 Nov. 1860.  

Born 29 December 1816.  

M.D. Edinburgh 1837.  
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 As a military surgeon, medical scientist, writer and  historian, Arthur Thomson wrote 

The Story Of New Zealand; Past And Present Savage And Civilised, in Two Volumes. 

First Published in London in 1859, being the first comprehensive history book written about 

New Zealand, it was re-published  Capper Press Christchurch in 1974. Several members of 

the family are  fortunate enough to have copies.  

 

Quoting from the inside cover: 

 'One of the best written histories and fascinating,' were Hocken's comments on 'The 

Story Of New Zealand, remains the definitive book on New Zealand history to 1859. 

 

 Thomson could find no book containing a general history of the colony and this work, 

in a clear narrative style, attempts to sketch the natural history of its people .....and to show 

how a few Anglo Saxons planted and managed a colony in the midst of cannibals. As a 

background for his monumental task, Thomson spent 11 years in New Zealand living with 

the Maori people [including NgǕhiraka, with whom he had three children] and gaining 

original insights into their mythology, customs, language and history. He also made an in-

tensive study of early settlement and the evolution of government, and the circumstances of 

Hone Heke's war. Thomson's contribution to  New Zealand literature is immense. His list of 

published works included references to almost 500 titles, and was the first New Zealand  

bibliography (in Vol 2.) An indispensable yet readable basic reference work  -  the corner-

stone of any New Zealand collection.' 

ðððððð 
 

The Story Of New Zealand; Past And Present Savage And Civilised.  
By Arthur S. Thomson 

Preface:  In Arthur S. Thomson's own words: 

 

  'My reason for writing about a country concerning which, as may be seen in the bibli-

ography appended, ninety volumes, two hundred pamphlets, and nearly a hundred-weight of 

parliamentary papers have already printed this. On embarking to join the 58th Regiment, of 

which corps I have been surgeon for 13 years, I could find no book containing a general his-

tory of the colony; and at present, several professing to be accounts of New Zealand limit 

their information to one settlement and one race, while others are evidently written for po-

litical, colonising, or religious purposes, and not a few are flattering mercantile advertise-

ments. In the hope of filling up this literary  gap, I occasionally amused my leisure hours in 

collecting materials for the present work, and my means for doing so were considerable. 

During eleven years residence I saw much of the country; held intercourse with representa-

tive men; sojourned for months among the aborigines in the interior; was permitted by Dr. 

Sinclair, the late Colonial Secretary, to consult many unpublished official documents; and 

enjoyed the rare privilege of hearing the true manner in which New Zealanders talk over 

passing events among themselves, from my enlighten friend, *Wiremu Maihi te Rangika-

heke. This man, who lived for several years in my house [Stokes Point] was chief among the 

turbulent warriors of Rotorua, and a valuable contributor to Governor Grey's 'Traditions and 

Chants of the New Zealanders.' From personal observation and material culled from these 

sources, I have endeavoured to sketch the natural history of the country; to narrate the story 

of its people, their spiritual conquest, and the dawn of civilisation amongst them; to show 

how a few Anglo-Saxons planted and managed a colony in the midst of cannibals; and to 

describe their bygone dangers and difficulties; their present efforts to render a theoretical 

constitution practically useful, and the progress they have made in developing the resources 

of England's most distant colony." 

 

Aldershot Camp [England] 

                                    November 1859 
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A REVIEW OF ARTHUR THOMSON'S  

TWO VOLUME TWO VOLUMES. 

By Michael Belgrave. 

 

 Born on 29 December 1816, and was baptised on 2 January 1817 at Arbroath, Angus, 

Scotland.  He was the son of Margaret Saunders and her husband, James Thomson; he ap-

pears not to have married. Thomson studied at the University of Edinburgh, where he devel-

oped an interest in the relationship between climate, environment and disease. Graduating 

with an M.D. in 1837, he won a gold medal from the Edinburgh medical faculty for his the-

sis on the worldwide influence of climate on health and morbidity. A year later he published 

a statistical paper on fever in Great Britain. Using vital and hospital statistics, a method of 

analysis which was still relatively new, Thomson argued that the incidence of fever had been 

declining throughout the eighteenth century. However, a suggestion that the medical treat-

ment of the day was successful in reducing the intensity and mortality of fever was less ten-

able.  October 1838 Thomson joined the British Army as an assistant surgeon. On the army 

staff he was stationed at Bombay, India and Aden, with the 17th (Leicestershire) Regiment 

of Foot, until 1842 and then with the 14th King's Light Dragoons in India. While there 

Thomson wrote about a serious epidemic of fever among  the 17th Regiment in the Colabah 

barracks during the 1841 monsoon. In August 1847, while on leave in England, Thomson 

was appointed Surgeon to the 58th Rutlandshire Regiment of Foot and posted to Auckland, 

New Zealand.  

 

*Clifton arrived 23rd January 1848; Captain Kettlewell, 79 pensioners, 72 women, 161 chil-

dren; Lieutenant Owen Wynne Gray; Surgeon Dr Arthur Thomson.  

 

 The transfer was fortunate. New Zealand's northern war was over, and the unsettling 

influence of Te Rauparaha had been undermined. For the following decade the British Army 

played a deterrent role only, while settlement increased and British sovereignty was ex-

tended over the whole of the South Island and much of the North. Untroubled by the medical 

duties which accompanied both war and pestilence, Thomson was free to observe and to 

write. In the 1850s he published a number of scientific and medical papers which applied his 

interest in statistics and climatology to New Zealand conditions. The contrast between fever-

ridden India and the antipodes was dramatic for an observer already committed to exploring 

comparative rates of illness. In an article published in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 

Journal in 1850, Thomson demonstrated that the rates of morbidity and mortality among 

British soldiers in New Zealand were dramatically lower than in India, and were even a sig-

nificant improvement on British statistics. Without a satisfactory knowledge of the aetiology 

of disease, however, his explanation for this situation was based on a series of proto-

evolutionary and environmental assumptions. That troops lived longer in New Zealand than 

elsewhere, he argued, demonstrated that the New Zealand climate and environment were 

more conducive to good health. Thomson's reports on New Zealand climatic conditions were 

also tabled in Parliament in Auckland, and published in the Wellington provincial govern-

ment gazette. His papers gave scientific credibility to an already prevalent belief that New 

Zealand was one of the healthiest places on earth. 

 

 Thomson's research was most significant when he turned his attention to the Maori. He 

travelled from Auckland to the Rotorua and Taupo districts, as far south as the Mokau River, 

observing and recording Maori health and customs. Arthur Saunders Thomson is reputed to 

have been the first European explorer of limestone caves in New Zealand. In 1849 and 1852 

he collected Moa bones from caves near Waitomo, in the King Country. 

 

 He compiled statistics of the incidence of disease among the Maori population and 

made the first anthropometric measurements of the Maori. A three-part article, 'On the pecu-

liarities in figure, the disfigurations, and the customs of the New Zealanders', published in  
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the British and Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review in 1854--55, discussed the incidence of 

scrofula (which Thomson attributed to promiscuous sexual habits); rheumatic conditions; 

and Ngerengere, thought to be a form of leprosy, although the aetiology is still uncertain. 

 

 The statistical method, which Thomson employed, flourished among the British statis-

tical societies from the 1830s. The counting and comparing of morbidity and mortality of 

poverty and human physiology, inspired confidence that the previously unknowable would 

be revealed by thorough, systematic, quantitative investigation. Soon after Thomson's death, 

medical research would become focused on the microscopic, with the investigative frontiers 

firmly contained within the operating theatre and laboratory. Thomson's world was uncon-

taminated by germs. There was room for the grand scheme, for an attempt to resolve the 

macro-equation of environment, climate, diet and culture. Once the statistics had revealed 

their patterns, the relationships were, to Thomson, obvious. Through comparative study of 

Maori and European conditions, the rise of civilisation could be reduced to a table, clearly 

demonstrating the falling away of the indicators of barbarism, as warfare, infanticide and 

Maori communalism gave way to the habits of Europeans, as Thomson identified as 

'civilised'.  

  

 Many of the assumptions about social change which would accompany the nineteenth 

century debate on evolution were already fully formed in Thomson's major work, The story 

of New Zealand: past and present - savage and civilized, which was published in two vol-

umes in 1859, the same year as Charles Darwin's The origin of species. There was nothing 

prescient in this; Darwin and Alfred Wallace's evolutionary theory provided the mechanism 

that was missing from writings such as Thomson's. Thomson had observed a striking con-

trast  between the Maori and European situations: whereas Europeans were thriving in New 

Zealand compared with elsewhere in the world, the Maori appeared to be faced with possi-

ble extinction. Thomson attempted to explain this situation in environmental or racial terms, 

but was unable to give a prognosis for Maori survival. A growing awareness of the impor-

tance of social conditions and processes consequently led him to an increasing interest in 

history. By the mid 1850s he was working on bringing all his earlier material together in a 

larger scheme. 

 

 The Story of New Zealand, the country's first major written history, appears to have 

been largely completed when Thomson left for England in 1858. The book was based on the 

already voluminous literature on the colony, archival material, and discussions with many of 

the actors involved. For Maori material, Thomson called on the assistance of the colonial 

secretary, Andrew Sinclair; the commissioner of Crown lands, Walter Mantell; and chief 

land purchase commissioner, Donald McLean. 

 

 Like most Europeans of his time, Thomson dismissed pre-contact Maori society as 

almost bestial. An adequate food supply quickly provided for most wants; chiefs were 

served by slaves and lives were divided between eating, sleeping and indolence. In Thom-

son's vision, capitalism, not Christianity, was transforming the Maori world. The desire for 

European goods, which saw competition among chiefs for fine coats, schooners, mills, 

horses and cattle, was portrayed as the sole mechanism of social change.  

 

 Thomson interpreted the increasing rejection of Christianity, evident in the 1850s, not 

as a turning away from European culture, but as the secular world of trade replacing that of 

theology. His rejection of the old culture, however, was not absolute. Thomson never ade-

quately resolved the tension between his anthropological dismissal of traditional Maori soci-

ety, and his deep admiration for Maori military prowess and for Renaissance men such as 

Hone Heke and Te Rauparaha. The warrior chief as tactician and entrepreneur was ennobled 

by his poetic vision; Thomson quotes liberally and appreciatively from translated waiata. 
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 Thomson believed his history benefited the Maori. He saw himself castigating Euro-

pean administrators and politicians for their failure to recognise Maori rights and for the set-

tler determination to push Maori interests aside. However, he did not question the logic of 

continued and increasing settlement. A benevolent colonial regime could still assist the 

Maori towards equality and advancement. Thus Governor Robert Fitzroy was attacked for 

his failure to deal decisively with Maori intransigence, despite an acknowledgement that 

right was often on the Maori side. Governor George Grey was criticised for his resistance to 

self-government, but praised for overwhelming Heke and Kawiti and undermining Te Rau-

paraha. These somewhat grand themes of the 1840s gave way to the petty politics of the 

1850s. Although applauding the principle of self-government, Thomson found its practice 

venal and unflattering to democracy. He had little good to say of administrations formed by 

the politicians during this decade. 

 

 Occasionally Thomson recognised that the settler demand for land augured poorly for 

the immediate future. However, in juxtaposing the barbarism of the pre-European world 

with the civilisation of the 1850s, he ignored the extent to which the economic and cultural 

interests of the two peoples were, in reality, opposed. Like most Europeans who rejected tri-

balism, his need to generalise Maori experience blinded him to the limited nature of the agri-

cultural boom of the 1840s and 1850s. Thomson was unable to predict that further settle-

ment would lead to an inevitable conflict with those still powerful tribes who saw each new 

pressure to sell land as weakening their mana. 

 

 Despite this failing, however, Thomson's enthusiasm for statistical and environmental 

medicine, and his keen observation of politics and race relations, were the basis of a history 

which has been a model for many of those which have followed. His scientific papers, 

meanwhile, remain the most important medical publications on New Zealand in the early 

colonial period. 

 

 In October 1858 Thomson was promoted to surgeon major. In November 1859 he re-

luctantly returned to England with his regiment and was transferred to active service and 

placed in charge of the Mauritius, a hospital steamship which provided medical support for 

British forces in China. Thomson was with the army when Peking (Beijing) fell and was se-

lected to remain as senior medical officer in command of the force wintering at Tientsin 

(Tianjin) China.  Unwell for some time, he died there, probably on 4 November 1860, and 

was buried in the Russian cemetery. (Now built over.) 

DR. THOMSON'S RARE FIND OF A  FROG: 

 

THE AUCKLAND GOLD FIELDS 
Daily Southern Cross 23rd November  1852   

 

 Dr. Thomson of the 58th Regiment, has acquired an interesting addition to the 

Fauna of New Zealand, which he obtained at the diggings. It is a frog, which was found 

alive on removing a large quartz boulder from its original bed. 

 

 'The animal was carefully examined by several intelligent natives at Coromandel, 

but only one man had ever seen a similar creature before, and this occurred several years 

ago, at the digging of a saw pit; but I am told there have been others seen at Waiheki. 

(sic). They have no name for it in the Maori language, and they exhibited much astonish-

ment on beholding the animal. They said it must be the Atua, the spirit or god of the 

gold, which had appeared on the earth, and the 'croakers' among the assembled tribes 

were inclined to draw unfavourable omens from the discovery of this strange animal in 

New Zealand at such a peculiar time,' he said. 
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REMARKS ON THE INFLUENCE OF THE CLIMATE  

OF AUCKLAND  

IN THE PRODUCTION OF DISEASE 
 

 In a small  community, all the deaths which occur are generally well known, and 

from this cause, an erroneous opinion is frequently formed regarding the salubrity of the 

place. For the sake of truth, I have made the following observations, which are drawn 

from the Military Population, a source not only of good accuracy, but highly advanta-

geous for such enquiries, from the circumstances, that an easy means of comparison is 

afforded, with men, similarly situated, in other countries.   

 

 I may observe, that the slightest ailment obliges a soldier to report himself sick, as 

he must either be fit for every active duty, or in hospital. TABLE, showing the Annual 

Number of Admissions into Hospital from Different Classes of Disease, out of a thou-

sand Soldiers stationed in Britain and the Ration of admissions among the Troops quar-

tered in Auckland during the year 1848 ...... affection of the lungs one third less among 

the Military in Auckland, than in Great Britain, are: Rheumatic affections, disease of the 

brain and eyes.   

 

 During the year ending April 1849, the average strength of Garrison of Auckland 

was 615 men, and the number of deaths in Auckland, during the year, of eleven men per 

thousand, whereas in Great Britain, the average mortality among troops is fifteen per 

thousand.  
A.S. Thomson, MD, 

Surgeon of the 58th Regiment of Foot. 

Auckland  

RESIDENT MAGISTRATE'S COURT 

Auckland Medical and Surgical Society.  

 

 At a meeting of the above Society, held at the Hon. Secretary's house on the 6th instant, it 

was unanimously resolved that, 'pending legislation in this colony for the government of the 

Medical Profession, the Society do notify, for the information and guidance of the public, that 

they have examined the qualifications of the undermentioned Medical Practitioners, who have 

been admitted Members of the Society; that they have found them in accordance with the re-

quirements of the 'Medical Act,' passed in the last session of the British Parliament, for the regu-

lation of the profession ; and that they have granted them Certificates to that effect.'- 
 

Thos. Francis McGauran                     Eugene MacShane 

Thomas Moore Philson                       Charles Knight 

Richard Matthews                               Samuel Hodgkinson  

Thomas Wildridge Shiell                    Richard Day 

Samuel John Stratford                        Andrew Sinclair 

Robert Douglass                                 Hugh Rae 

Arthur S. Thomson                          T. Brutton Kenderdine 

John Thos. Matson Bacot                   J.J. Robert Dalliston  

Benjamin Tydd                                   Samuel Heyward Ford 

Thomas Esmonde White                    William Dyer 

Andrew Buchanan                              John de Courcy Young 

Henry Bowles Franklyn 

 

T.F. Mc GAURAN  President   

   Auckland 7th April 1859 
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THE AUCKLAND GOLD FIELD   

 23rd November  1852   Daily Southern Cross 
 

 Considerable interest has been excited by the exhibition of a remarkably fine specimen of 

auriferous quartz sent by Lieut. Governor Wynyard from Coromandel, and conveyed to Auckland, 

by Dr. Thomson of the 58th Regiment. This specimen differs most materially in appearance 

from any of the gold bearing quartz of Australia or California which we have ever beheld. It is 

much darker in colour; and, instead of showing the gold in specks or crystals, the precious metal 

is completely disseminated throughout the mass. So rich is this specimen that they who are scepti-

cal of New Zealand proving an available gold field are exceedingly suspicious of deception, many 

feeling disposed to pronounce this specimen a foreign importation......  

 

 His Excellency, the Lieutenantï Governor, is represented as having laid the foundation of a 

very excellent arrangement with the Natives, for permission to dig on their auriferous lands. It has 

been proposed, to pay a sum of £300 for every 500 licensed diggers, and at the rate of £600 for 

every thousand diggers that may be licensed, and so on in proportion. To this arrangement the 

natives are reported to be favourable....This specimen weighs about 752 grains troy weight, or 

about an ounce and a half. .. About half an ounce of it is gold. This is decidedly the best specimen 

I have yet seen ... The finders were Owen and Williams, two sawyers who have been resident at 

Kikowhakerere for many years... there is no difficulty getting to the place and the numerous large 

trees which grow on both sides of the rivulets, give to the workers a protection from the burning 

rays of the sun, and the inclemency of the weather, which no other diggings afford.... 

This shows the integrity of Dr. Thomson, to be entrusted with the responsibility of taking this 

valuable find to Auckland, on the Lieutenant Governor's behalf.  

* On this trip Dr Thomson discovered a rare frog. (See previous page).  

PRESENTED TO PARLIAMENT BY HER MAJESTY'S COMMAND. 
Enclosure in Nos 60. Auckland, June 22, 1852. 

I will feel obliged by your submitting this letter to the Lieutenant-Governor,  

with  request that it may be forwarded to the Governor-in-Chief.  

 

 In the New Zealand papers laid before Parliament on the 7th August 1851, there is a letter 

from Pene Tani, stating that the celebrated chief Heke was killed by his wife, and although the 

Governor-in-Chief justly discredits the report, and states that he died from consumption, still the 

statement of Pene Tani, if un-contradicted by an eyewitness of Heke's death, must ever carry with 

it considerable weight.  

 

 The Reverend W.R. Davis, of Kaikohe, attended Heke several months before he died, as a 

clergyman and physician. On my showing him Pene Tani's letter in the blue book, he said it was a 

mistake, and he authorised me to contradict it.  He saw Heke naked after the quarrel he had with 

his wife, and he did not observe any injury to his side. Mr. Davis applied with his own hands, a 

blister to the back part of Heke's chest. This will account for the purulent discharge which was 

seen after his death, when the body was washed on the side and which Pene Tani adduces as an 

evidence of the injuries he received from his wife.  

 

 Heke died from consumption [Tuberculosis] a malady from which he had suffered for a 

considerable time. I dined with him at Mr. Davis's house, at Kaikohe, eighteen months before his 

death; he was then suffering slightly from disease of the lungs and severely from a scrofulous  

swelling of the glands in the neck. My object in writing this letter is to do an act of justice to 

Heke's wife, a woman of considerable New Zealand celebrity, from her connection with Heke, 

and from being the daughter of the late Chief Hongi, one of New Zealand's most celebrated warri-

ors. Mr. Davis told me that she attended her husband with kindness on his death-bed, and that she 

now lives, respected by the tribe. Heke died a Christian.  

 

The honourable, The Colonial Secretary                        I have &c.  (signed) A.S. Thomson. M.D. 

Auckland                                                                                          Surgeon 58th regiment.  



24 

 
SOUTH TO THE LEFT OF VENUS Part 2  NGǔHIRAKA & Dr A.S.THOMSON  

 

The Moa's Cave New Zealand. 1849. A. Thomson MD. 58th Regt.  

Scheuck & Mc Farlane Lithographers, Edinburgh.  

Plate II Vol. LVI Page 267. 

Courtesy of The Auckland Institute Museum. CN 346 

 

* Dr. Arthur Saunders Thomson, top centre, indicates with a sick, where he discovered the 

Moa bones. October 1852. Major Hulme and Captain Rhodes Cooper of the 58th Reg. and 

Maori guide.  

Description of Two Caves in the North Island of New Zealand in which were found 

bones of the large extinct Wingless Bird called by the Natives, Moa, and by Naturalists 

the Dinornis, with some general observations on this Genus of Birds.   

By Arthur S. Thomson M.D. Surgeon of the 58th Regiment. 

From the Edinburgh Philosophical Journal April 1854. Edinburgh.  
Printed by Neill & Company MDCCCLIV. 

 

Narrative: 'In the month of February, 1849, I accompanied Lieutenant Servantes of the 

6th Regiment, and Lieutenant Clark, Royal Engineers, in search of a cave said to contain 

the bones of a Moa. Almost 50 years had elapsed since our guide, an old woman, had 

seen these bones. The place of the cave and the bones were perfectly familiar to her 

mind, as she had seen them when a girl, but the face of the country had evidently 

changed considerably since that period; trees had grown up where ferns had formerly 

grown, and fern was now growing where trees had stood; so that after searching about 

for a whole day, the old lady was obliged to acknowledge that she could not find the 

cave and we returned to Auckland without accomplishing the object of our journey. In 

September 1849, I accompanied Captain Henderson and Lieutenant Servantes on an-

other trip for similar objects; on this occasion we were successful in finding a cave and a 

quantity of Moa bones, among which were several almost entire skulls and beaks, some 

of the largest birds had a bone like a humorous.  
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 These specimens were given to his Excellency Sir George Grey, Governor of New 

Zealand, who transmitted them, I believe, to Professor Owen. I have been several times 

asked for a description of the cave, but as our visit was a hasty one and all my fellow-

travellers to whom I might have asked for assistance in this matter had left the country, I 

was obliged to acknowledge my inability to give satisfactory account of the cave.  

 

 This I regretted very much, because the New Zealanders are exceedingly jealous of 

showing, or allowing, any place to become known, which they have an idea is curious 

without payment, and when I recollected the difficulty and delay that we had experienced 

in finding the cave before, I knew that I could not find the place again without assistance 

and a native of Auckland had refused to conduct me to the cave, because the bones that 

were in it had been sold to a European and I was aware that several bones from that cave 

had been sold at an extravagant price at Taranaki, consequently the place was to the few 

who could know it, a species of gold mine.  

 

  I was anxious however, to try to find the cave again, so partly with the object in 

view and also to visit Taupo, I set out with Major Hume and Captain Cooper of the 58th 

Regiment, in October 1852. We directed our steps to Parianiwaniwa a village upward of 

a hundred miles from Auckland, near to which the Moa cave is situated. When passing 

through the forest between Raraoraro and Rotomarama, we were overtaken by a native 

driving a pig. We knew him to be partial to Europeans because he had a gun-swivel hung 

from a hole in his right ear, as an ornament, and he had on his feet a pair of blucher 

boots, which from their dilapidated condition, were evidently worn more for ornament 

than use. After keeping up with him for some time, chiefly to admire how he got his pig 

through a most intricate path in the wood, the animal appearing to understand perfectly 

what he said, we entered  to a conversation about the price of his pig; we asked him if he 

knew any caves near his village, which contained Moa bones. This question made him 

stop and turn around and look at us all. It would be something like asking a pig driver 

near a quarry in Tilgate Forest in Sussex if he had ever heard of the Iguanodon 

Hylaeosaurus, and other stupendous creature known to us chiefly by the industry of Dr. 

Mantell. The English pig-driver would likely infer that the querist had escaped from the 

madhouse, because he was asking things which he had never heard of, but not so with the 

New Zealander, acquainted with every tree in the forest and every insect on the ground: 

he at once comprehended the question and replied, of the largest birds had a bone like a 

humerus. I will show you a cave which contains Moa bones for two sticks of tobacco.  

 

 The day after our arrival at the village of Rotomarama was Sunday and one of our 

party went to prayers with the natives. In the evening our tent party was filled with visi-

tors, and early on Monday morning we started for Manea, where we breakfasted.   

 

 General description of the Country where the Caves are found. Description of the 

cave called by the New Zealanders, 'Te Anaotemoa,' or the Cave of the Moa: This cave is 

situated near the summit of a small hill, about a mile and a half in a south-westerly direc-

tion from the village of Parianiwaniwa. The settlement is seventeen miles from Honi-

Paka, a place on the Waipa River. The country in the neighbourhood of Parianiwaniwa is 

about a thousand feet above the level of the sea. Parianiwaniwa signifies, in the Maori 

language, 'the precipice above the rainbow.' The cave of the Moa is in a limestone hill, 

with two openings, one towards the North-East, and the other towards the South-West. 

The North-East opening has evidently resulted from the falling in of the roof, and is ap-

parently of a recent occurrence; the South-West entrance is fourteen feet high, and ten 

feet broad, and covered over with trees and bushes, which we had to break down before 

we got an entrance. The cave is 165 feet long, the greatest breadth 28 feet, and the height 

60 feet.  
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 The roof is oval and numerous stalactites drop gracefully from it, giving a cathedral

-like effect to the whole. The cave is something in the form of a crescent; one part of the 

floor is covered over with calcareous spar; another part with a large deposit of soft sta-

lagmites; and that part of the floor farthest distance from the South-West opening, is cov-

ered with earth, limestone's and mud, which appear to have fallen down when the roof of 

the cave gave way, which now forms the North-West opening. 

 

  It is under the earth, and the soft deposit of carbonate of lime, that the Moa's bones 

are found. At the South-West entrance there is a mound of earth which has either fallen 

down from the roof, or been washed in. The air of the cave is colder than the atmosphere, 

and the bottom of the floor descends as you proceed from this entrance. There was not 

much dropping of water from the roof when we were there, but this must have produced 

the large deposit of soft limestone which we saw in some places. The limestone in the 

cave is of a dark colour, and there is a shallow pool of water in one of the side galleries. 

All the bones we got were obtained from under the earth, which had fallen down and par-

tially imbedded them in the soft limestone; but it would requires several days' labour of a 

number of men to clear out the bottom of this cave properly, in order to see what bones it 

contains, but so far as we saw there were no bones of men, or other animals (except 

Moa's) in it; nor any marks of fire, sculpture, nor any figures of any description on the 

walls of the cave. 

 

 It is evident that this cave has long been known to the New Zealanders; the very 

name 'the cave of the Moa,' suggests to the mind the question, was that the name given to 

it because Moa lived in it, or because it contained large quantities of Moa's bones? My 

own opinion is that it derived its name from the latter circumstances; for we were told on 

our first visit that the Maoris were in the habit of resorting to this cave to procure the 

skulls of the Moas, to keep the powder for tattooing. We only got four skulls in this cave, 

and the scarcity of them was accounted for by their use in former days as powder-

holders. There was nothing to lead us to think that these bones had been deposited by wa-

ter for we found a remnant of almost every bone in the body, from the spine and the rings 

of the trachea down to the last bones of the toes; the bones belonged both to the largest 

and also the smaller species of Moa's. The animals evidently came into this cave to die. 

The cave, in the first instance was probably a fissure in the stone, but from the appear-

ance of the walls, and from there being numerous small cavities communicating with 

each other, I think its formation may have been assisted by the erosion of water. The 

bones we got in this cave had the appearance of having been exposed to air; some of 

them were encrusted with limestone, and in some of them the cancellated structure was 

filled with earth and carbonate of lime; some of the bones had a more recent-like appear-

ance than others, and the perfect edges of some of the delicate processes showed that 

they had been exposed to little rolling: there were a few long bones in the cave; and on 

asking what had become of them, we were told that they had been taken away to be made 

into fish-hooks of, such being the practice in former times, before the introduction of 

iron. A sketch of this cave accompanies this paper (Plate11) 

Artist unknown: Moa with feet like an elephant. Dinornis elephantopus. 

Vol. I, page 32. 

 The engraving is a page removed from The story of New Zealand past 

and present - savage and civilised ... by Arthur Sanders Thomson 

(London, John Murray, 1859), vol 1 page 32 'From a photograph by R. 

Fenton'. The National Library of Australia has the same print (ie same 

volume and page number), with a suggested place and date of London, 

1800-1810. Physical Description: Wood engraving, on page 198 x 120 

mm. A.T.L.  
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My dear McLean, 

 I avail myself of your former kindness to ask you to look over the Native parts in this 

long story. You will not require to labour through it all, but can see the Native parts by the 

contents. I found much difficulty in mixing this chapter up, but even yet the chapter is like 

oil and water. Don't let any one see it, and don't lose it as I have no other copy and you will 

oblige. Have no delicacy in marking what is wrong. Good native ideas to work into the story 

are much required.  

                                                 Yours etc,  

                                                                A. S. Thomson.  [His own hand writing.] 

Courtesy of Alexander Turnbull Library.  
Object #1022499 from MS-Papers-0032-0603 
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Alexander Turnbull Library:  

In 1849, at the request of Governor Grey, Dr. Thomson wrote a pamphlet, which he had 

translated into Maori, explaining Small Pox and the benefits of having a Smallpox vaccina-

tion. It was well received by Maori, and no doubt saved many lives.  The following are ex-

cepts from the Alexander Turnbull library. MS-Papers-1120_000 to MS-Papers_022 .  

 

Arthur Saunders Thomson, 1817?-1860 : Annotated pamphlet on small pox Date(s): 1849 

Reference Number: MS-Papers-11220 Folder comprises Thomson's pamphlet on smallpox 

`Pukapuka ki nga tangata Maori, hei tohu i a ratou i te mate koroputaputa' which includes a 

three page bound in note by Thomson and an eight page newspaper cutting which is a trans-

lation of the pamphlet into English. Thomson's three page note comments on his plan for 

vaccinating the natives as requested by Sir George Grey. At the back pages of the booklet is 

inserted eight pages of a newspaper cutting with the author's handwritten explanatory note.  
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' 

'So far as I can learn, smallpox has never made its appearance in this island; and to prevent 

its ravages amongst the natives, should we ever be visited by this disease, I have at various 

times vaccinated many of them, and within the last two months have vaccinated 464; and 

my good friend Dr. Thomson, surgeon of the 58th reg., quartered here, informs me that 

during his late visit to the interior of the island he has vaccinated many of them.' 

 William Davis. Colonial Surgeon. Provincial Govt. Papers page 30 1848.  

Daily incidents in the life of Dr. Arthur Thomson.  

Daily Southern Cross 12th May 1857  

Daniel Davis sworn, saith: - I am Corporal of the band of 58th Regt. I saw deceased last 

alive last night about twelve o'clock. He was then in a state of intoxication. I went into 

the band room this morning about four o'clock. I then thought the deceased was asleep, 

when Private Kearns told me he was stiff. I got out of bed, and finding he was dead, I 

gave the alarm. Dr. Thomson was sent for, and came immediately. He was turned partly 

on his right side. His handkerchief was quite tightly round his neck, and we removed it; 

his face and head were on the pillow. He was more on his face than on his back. 

 Deceased was Band Sergeant of 58th Reg. 
 

Arthur S. Thomson; M.D., sworn, saith- 

I am surgeon 58th Regt. Deceased has been in hospital twice during the course of the last 

year, labouring under delirium tremens, the effect of drink. I have made a post mortem 

examination of the body, and found about 4 ounces of blood and water effused on the 

base of the brain, which was the immediate cause of death - and therefore I am certain he 

died from apoplexy. There are no external marks of injury about the body. 

Verdict - Died of Apoplexy [Stroke.]  

Daily Southern Cross                                                                                12th March 1850. 

Yesterday morning, Captain Winter, of the schooner 'Eagle', charged with stabbing Alex-

ander White, able seaman of that vessel, was brought up for final examination, and com-

mitted to take his trial at the next sessions of our Supreme Court. White is still a patient 

at the Military Hospital, where he has experienced the unremitting attention of doctors 

Thomson, Philson, and Mahon. We are happy to understand that his wounds may now be 

considered as beyond danger.  

Daily Southern Cross         25th October 1851, 

Sir,- 'Scylurus' seems very anxious to prevent Dr. Thomson having a vote at the Munici-

pal  Election, and is very angry with me because I regard that gentleman as equally quali-

fied as myself (who am no officer of any kind) to be on the Burgess Roll. The principal 

on which the military gentleman, residing out of garrison, have that right is simple and 

clear. They live in houses which are liable to taxation, and there is no just reason why the 

tyrannical infliction of 'taxation without representation' should be imposed upon them. If 

there could be any doubt as to the intention of the Charter on the point, it would be re-

moved by the 29th clause, which distinctly recognises Officers of the Army of Navy as 

eligible to hold seats in the Common Council, the only difference being, that they, with 

some other classes are exempt from obligation to serve, unless they are willing. The fol-

lowing is the clause to which I refer, which I regard as conclusive on the subject:- 

'29. Provided always, that no Member of the General or Provincial Legislature, no Offi-

cer in Her Majesty's Army of Navy, or Marine Forces on full pay, and no Judge, Clergy-

man, Priest or regular Minister of Religion, shall be liable to serve the office of Common 

Councillor without his own consent.' 

I am, Sir, yours, etc, 

A BURGESS OF THE MIDDLE WARD 

Friday, Oct. 24, 1851 



34 

 
SOUTH TO THE LEFT OF VENUS Part 2  NGǔHIRAKA & Dr A.S.THOMSON  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Mr. McLean, 

  I had walked home before I perceived the full beauty of the speech the Native 

delivered when he threw at your feet the greenstone on the completion of your purchas-

ing the middle island. Perhaps you will kindly make Master Fulloon copy the speech out 

for me as I have a place for it.   

                                     Yours truly, 

           A.S. Thomson.   
 

Alexander Turnbull Library Object #1009971 from MS-Papers-0032-06032-0603 

2 pages written by Arthur Saunders Thomson to Sir Donald McLean 

GENERAL ORDER 148 

13th August 1858.  

 

 Instructions having been received from the Home Authorities for the 58th Regi-

ment to proceed to England without relief, the Officer commanding the troops in New 

Zealand will take the necessary steps for procuring tonnage for the Conveyance of the 

Regiment to such port as may be intimidated in the orders transmitted to him from home. 

 

 The 58th has been stationed in this command for the lengthened term of 15 years 

during which it has been associated to some extent with almost every one of the Austra-

lian Colonies. The longest period of its service here has, however, been in New Zealand, 

in which Colony it has borne a most important and conspicuous part. The fidelity with 

which it performed its arduous duties in that country during an eventful period and the 

benefits which accrued to the Colonies, in consequence, are matters of history and have 

been rendered the connection of the 58th Regiment with New Zealand one which will be 

recorded to its honour in the annals of the Corps. The high state of discipline for which it 

has always and so deservedly been celebrated, calls for the Major General commanding 

the expression of his best thanks to all ranks. While bidding them farewell and express-

ing his heart felt conviction that they will continue to perform their duties as British Sol-

diers should, Major General Macarthur gladly avails  himself of the opportunity now 

afforded him of congratulating Colonel Wynyard, the Officers, NonïCommissionï

Officers and men of the 58th Regiment on the testimony borne by all classes of the com-

munity in New Zealand to their uniform good conduct and their constant desire by every 

means to contribute to the general interests of their Civil brethren. 

 

 The Major General feels it is unnecessary for him to do more than to record his 

appreciation of the able and efficient manner in which Colonel Wynyard, C.B. has ad-

ministered the command of the troops in New Zealand, for his valuable services in this 

position have already been frequently recognized by the highest authorities in England.  

 

By Command,  

Signed (Sgd.) J. M. B. Neill 

Lt. Colonel, S.A.G.  

 DEPARTURE OF THE 58th 
Southern Cross Friday November 19th 1858 

 

 The 58th embarked on board the Mary Ann on Wednesday for Portsmouth. We 

spoke of  them some days back as the Regiment which for steadiness and respectability 

was not surpassed in the Service; and the men of the 58th though leaving old friends and 

old comrades behind them, kept up their characters in this respects, to the last. We wish 

them a good voyage.  

http://mp.natlib.govt.nz/search/?f=nameid$43156
http://mp.natlib.govt.nz/search/?f=nameid$4809
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WILL  

OF 

DR ARTHUR SAUNDERS THOMSON 

A. 

This is the last Will and Testament of Arthur Saunders Thomson M.D. Sur-

geon 58th Rgt. at present stationed in New Zealand. I give, devise and be-

queath unto my executors and trustees herein after named all 'my real and 

personal estate,' of what nature or kind so ever, within the territory of New 

Zealand or elsewhere upon trust to sell and absolutely to dispose of my 

real property within the territory of New Zealand, and also to convert into 

money such of my personal property as shall not consist of money, and 

from and out of the proceeds of my said real and personal; estate to invest 

such sum or sums of money as they think right and for the maintenance  

education or advancement in the world of my children (by native woman 

of New Zealand, called NgǕhiraka) called Tommy, Margaret and Mary, to 

be paid to them, or her, at such times and in such manner as my said ex-

ecutors and trustees may think expedient. The boy Tommy is merely to 

have his maintenance, education and advancement promoted until he 

reaches the age of 21 twenty one years, after which he is to have no claim 

on my real and personal estate.  

 

The sum of thirty pounds I leave to my executors and trustees for the trou-

ble they may have to take, and I in administering my will and testament, 

and I here express a wish that they will be the guardians of my half Maori 

children and hope they will see that they are properly educated as a Chris-

tian duty to orphans. Intended always as I hereby declare it shall be lawful  

for my said executors and trustees to select such articles of my personal 

estate for the purpose of remitting the same to my sister Mrs. Middleton of 

Norwich England. 

 

I hereby appoint Henry Colin Balneavis, Isaac Rhodes Cooper and Donald 

McLean Executors and Trustees of this my Will and Testament. In testi-

mony whereof I have here unto subscribed my name and affixed my seal.  

A.S. Thomson  [signed]  

 

Signed sealed published and declared by the said Arthur Saunders Thom-

son as for his last will and testament in the presence of and the presence of 

each other here present subscribed our names as witnesses to the words of 

'my real and personal estate,' having been previously been written between 

the third and fifth lines this 10th November 1858. 

A.S. Thomson  [signed]  

 

              B. Sydd  Staff Surgeon 2 Class 

Witnesses } E. Marshall Asst. Surgeon 58th Regt. 

                        David Parkes Hosp. Srgtt. 58th Regt.  
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Arthur Saunders Thomson's Will. 

Courtesy of Stue Wylds. 
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 Doctor Thomson's property at Stokes Point Northcote, near where the harbour bridge 

ends on the north shore of the Waitamata harbour in Auckland. His neighbour Major Isaac 

Rhodes Cooper (one of the Executors) first lived on the adjoining property, until he moved 

to Orewa with his Maori wife. He and Dr. Thomson purchased all of Orewa beach between 

them.  

 From the list of properties Dr. Thomson left to NgǕhiraka in his Will and the ad-

vertised here, one can see that NgǕhiraka was left a wealthy woman, but much would 

have been used by her Executors to raise her children. The doctor and his family proba-

bly lived in the comfortable four roomed cottage at Stokes Point, near present day 

Church Street, Northcote, on the North Shore of Waitamata Harbour in Auckland. The 

grounds were laid out with ornamental shrubberies and fruit trees. It was a short  

steamer trip to the city.  
 

 Their neighbour, Major Isaac Rhodes Cooper (one of the Executors)  first lived on 

an adjoining  property, until he moved to Orewa. Another neighbour was James Reed 

and family. NgǕhiraka married their son John Reed, 2nd December 1862, also of Stokes 

Point, after the death of Dr. Thomson. They probably remained to take care of the prop-

erty until it was sold, they moved into a whare on the Reed property, until John died. 

Other of the doctor's properties were put on the market two weeks after their marriage.  

 

The Southern Cross 15th Dec 1862 Real Estate  

£2,100 WORTH OF REAL ESTATE WITHOUT RESERVE.  

Executors of the late Dr. Thomson, to sell in ONE LOT.   
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THURSDAY Oct 26 1865 

BY ORDER OF THE EXECUTORS OF THE LATE DR.THOMSON 
ðððð 

STOKES POINT,  HOT SPRINGS, HUNUA,  MAUNGATAWHIRI,WAIUKU, 

 PAPAKURA, COROMANDEL  
ððð 

The subscriber has been instructed to sell, at the Land Mart, Fort-street, on Thursday next, 

26th instant, at 12 o'clock. 
 

15 VALUABLE BUILDING LOTS,  belonging to the estate of the late Dr. THOMSON, 

adjoining Mr Callan's, Township of North Auckland and Stokes Point, 

 to which the steamer runs daily. 

On one allotment is a Comfortable Four-roomed COTTAGE, and the whole of the grounds 

are well laid out with ornamental shrubbery and fruit trees. 

Also, 

Lots Nos. 9 and 12, Spring Street, Ponsonby Road. 

Lot No. 63 Parish of Waiwera; containing 88 Acres (adjoining Mr. Anderson's property), 

And 395 Acres in the same Parish, of valuable Kauri and Bush Land. 

Lots Nos. 200 and 202, Parish of Hunua; containing 206 acres. 

Lot No. 42, Parish of Mangatawhiri; containing  143 ACRES. 

An Allotment containing 7 acres 1 rood and 4 perches in the Parish of Waiuku. 

Lots 18 and 30, Village of Papakura 

ððð 

WYNYARDTON, COROMANDEL. 

Lots Nos. 5 and 6, of Section 1. 

Lots Nos. 11,12, and 13, of Section 40. 

Lots Nos. 3, 4 and 5 of Section 44. 

ððð 

SAMUEL COCHRANE, AUCTIONEER  

* A Rood is an English unit of area equal to one quarter of an acre or 10,890 square feet.  

The Customs receipts, during last week, amounted to £835  17s  11d. 

Yesterday Mr. S. Cochrane, under instructions received from the executors of the late 

Dr. Thomson, disposed of the interest - one half - in the properties mentioned below: 

No.1. -39 acres in section 23, Orewa, Puriri and bush land, bounded by Nukunuea 

Creek; 

No.2. - 100 acres, section 20, Orewa, good level land, cultivated and in grass, with a 

good bush; divided into three paddocks and fenced; house, garden, cowshed, stockyards;  

No.3. -100 acres, section 21, Orewa, half under cultivation; two paddocks fenced  and in 

grass;  

No.4.ï 139 acres, section 66 Orewa, partly in grass and clover; bounded by the river 

Orewa, and a creek;  

No.5. - 84 acres, section 109, Orewa, partly hill land;  

No.6. -88 acres, section 66, Orewa, partly hill land;  

No.7.-108 acres, section 21 Takapuna, one mile and a half from Stokes Point, bush land, 

well watered: sold in one lot for £450.  

The private property of the late Dr. Thomson was then offered, but the first two lots 

were not sold; 

 No. 3. 21 acres, section 12, Takapuna, half a mile from ferry at Stokes Point, fetched £4 

10s per acre;  

Nos. 4-6 acres, 2 roods, 30 perches,  

No. 11, section 9,  Howick, bounded on two sides by a road, £5 10s per acre.  

Daily Southern Cross. 24th October 1865. Paperspast 
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  Far away from his home and those he loved, Surgeon Major Dr. Arthur Saunders 

Thomson was buried with honour and respect by his Regiment. There was much sadness 

amongst his army colleagues and his friends in the colony.  His death was a great loss to this 

country and his family, but he left an historical legacy his descendants can be proud of. 

There is no sign of his resting place, which is now a large apartment building. His family in 

England were heartbroken at the loss of their beloved son. They erected a headstone as a 

memorial in Edinburgh.  

THE LATE DR. THOMSON 

The New Zealander,  

4th May, 1861. Pages 6 & 7. 

 

 The news of the sudden death, in China, of Dr. Thomson, formerly of the 58th 

Regiment, and lately among us, will strike a sorrowful chord in the breasts of many in 

New Zealand. Friends who fondly anticipated his return, those who knew him as a 

kindly-hearted and estimable man, and those who only regarded him in a more public 

capacity, as one who felt and practically showed his deep interest in the welfare of the 

colony- whose talents and researches were devoted to the development of its resources, 

will all, though in different degrees, regret his premature loss.  Perhaps it may be permit-

ted to one, who shared during many years his friendship, and who passed many happy, 

and, it is hoped, useful hours in his society, to write a short tribute to his memory. 

  

 Dr. Thomson, during his twelve years residence in this colony, employed all his 

available leisure in frequent excursions into the interior, and to the different settlements, 

and in constant observation of the natural, aboriginal, and colonial conditions of the 

country.  He occasionally wrote papers, which have been published in the Parliamentary 

Blue Books in England, relating to the climate of these islands, and to the state of the 

native race. These papers are universally acknowledged to be interesting and valuable 

contributions to science. His paper on the climate of New Zealand, written more than ten 

years ago, has excited notice far and wide, and has induced many emigrants from Eng-

land and India to find comfort, and often restored health in this colony. Scarcely a book 

of review has been written in the last ten years, about New Zealand, which does not refer 

to, and largely quote from, the contents of that paper.  

 

 Dr. Thomson's wish ever since his departure has been to return and take up his per-

manent abode in the Province of Auckland. Two years more, and he would have been 

able, by his retirement from the army on full pay, to gratify his wish.   

 

 *A brief extract from a private letter written by him, '50 miles from Peking,' in 

September last, only a month or so before his death, to a friend in Auckland [NgǕhiraka] 

show, with almost a prophetical apprehension on his part, of the disappointment and  

earnest longing of his desire. He writes, 'Don't you go out of Auckland. I have not lost a 

bit of my wish to die in New Zealand, although many new names are in the papers and I 

have been nearly two years away. Give my regards to anyone I know. What I would give 

for an hour on the Waitamata!'  

 

 Deo aliter visum est. [It seemed  the gods have different plans.] He who penned 

these last words to his Auckland friends, died far, far  away from  their sight, and his 

form mingles with a strange dust in a strange land, but his memory will long be cher-

ished near that Waitamata, which he loved so well and fondly wished to see again.   

 

* This private letter was most likely to NgǕhiraka, a Maori girl he discreetly had a liai-

son with and explains her reluctance to later move to Gisborne with Joseph Kennedy.  
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Gravestone at St John's Episcopalian Church,  

Princess Street,  Edinburgh. 

Courtesy of Verity Baylis. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LET THIS STONE BE HELD FOR EVER SACRED 

IN MEMORY OF 

MARGARET SAUNDERS 

THE AFFECTIONATE AND BELOVED 

WIFE OF 

JAMES THOMSON OF GLENDOURAN 

LANARKSHIRE  

WHO DIED 31st JANY 1844 

Aged 56. 
 

AND JAMES THEIR SON 

BORN 1st AUGT. 1815 DIED DEC. 1853  
 

JAMES THOMSON OF GLENDOURAN 

LARNARKSHIRE 

DIED 5th MARCH 1872 
 

AND 

CATHERINE BAILLIE MACKINTOSH 

HIS WIFE 

ARTHUR SAUNDERS THOMSON M.D. 

SURGEON MAJOR IN H.M. ARMY 

HAVING SERVED TWENTY TWO YEARS IN INDIA NEW ZEALAND AND 

CHINA, 

WITH THE HIGHEST APPROPRIATION OF ALL THE MILITARY AUTHORITIES, 

AND HAVING GAINED 

A DISTINGUISHED LITERARY NAME BY HIS STORY OF NEW ZEALAND 

 NgǕhiraka's 1st 'husband' was Scottish born Dr. Arthur Saunders Thomson. He had 

served as Principal Medical Officer of the 5th Division of the British Expeditionary 

Forces in India, where he had contracted an Amoebic parasite, from which he would 

eventually die. Soon after returning to England from India, he was sent to New Zealand, 

as Surgeon Major of the 58th Regiment and arrived in Auckland on 23rd January 1848. 

His Regiment was stationed at Albert Barracks, on the present day Albert Park. Unrest in 

the Colony had settled and the regiment were not required to be engaged in fighting 

Maori at that time. His regiment returned to England and then were deployed to Peking, 

in China, where he died.   
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Margaret Thomson circa 1878.  

 1858 - 1892 

  Courtesy of  Verity Baylis  

 

 This photograph was possibly taken circa 1878, at about the time of her marriage, aged 

22,  to John Macaffer, of Gore, on 22nd April 1878. Compare her face shape with that of the 

young girl sitting on the knee of her Maori aunt (Kateruri/Katarina Takoto) earlier in the 

book and it is obvious that Margaret is that child.  

 

 Arthur Saunders Thomson wrote a Will before he left the Colony, leaving provision 

for his three young children under the Guardianship of Donald McLean, Isaac Rhodes Coo-

per and Colonel Henry Colin Belneavis. After the untimely death of  their father, it appears 

that she was raised, and educated, by Colonel Balneavis and his wife and judging from the 

photograph of  beautiful Margaret Thomson they did a great job! Col. Balneavis was a 

highly educated man, as his following bibliography shows and to have been raised in such 

an environment, with his own four daughters would have given Margaret a good education, 

a full social life and have a good Christian influence, values important to Dr. Thomson. 
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COLONEL HENRY COLIN BALNEAVIS. 

 Circa 1817/1819 - 1876 

Soldier, public servant  

Photograph by Permission of Alexander Turnbull Library  

Ref. BK 34282  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 After the death of her father, young Margaret was raised in the home of Henry Colin 

Balneavis. He was born at Ghent, Belgium, probably some time between 1817 and 1819. 

His birthplace is not altogether surprising, since his father, Lieutenant General Henry Bal-

neavis, a career officer, Peninsular War veteran and colonel commandant of the 65th Regi-

ment, moved his family throughout Europe prior to settling down as governor and comman-

dant of Malta. As a reward for his father's service to the Crown, Henry Colin Balneavis was, 

on 7 July 1838, granted a commission as ensign in the 58th Regiment, without purchase. It 

was while serving as adjutant and officer commanding the Light Company of the 58th Regi-

ment that Balneavis came to New Zealand in April 1845 on board the North Star. His com-

pany had been sent to reinforce New Zealand's meagre Imperial Garrison in its campaign 

against Hone Heke and Kawiti. 

 

 With the exception of Kororareka (Russell), which was sacked before he arrived, Bal-

neavis served in all the engagements of the northern war. At Ohaeawai he led the assault by 

the 58th Regiment's No 9 Company. At Ruapekapeka he commanded the advance picket and 

was the first officer to realise that the pa had been abandoned. With the cessation of hostili-

ties in the north, Balneavis was, for a short time, posted to Wellington and then transferred 

to Wanganui in December 1846. Here he was again employed on active service, scouring 

the region for the murderers of the Gilfillan family. From Wanganui Balneavis was sent to 

Riverhead, north-west of Auckland, in command of a small cadre detachment of the 58th 

Regiment. While at Riverhead Balneavis was noted less for his military prowess than for 

his intense study of Maori military engineering and his assistance to the civil power. When 

the 36 gun French corvette Alcmène was wrecked on 3 June 1851, at Kaipara, with the loss 

of 12 lives, Balneavis organised the dispatch and distribution of clothing, food and blankets 

from the barrack store to the beach, for the survivors. In the same year Balneavis completed 

construction of a small scale model of Ruapekapeka pa that was exhibited in London at the 

Great Exhibition and then presented to the United Service Institution Museum. 

 

 By 1855 Balneavis was posted to Auckland where his military skills were overshad-

owed yet again, this time by his musical abilities. He became noted as one of the truly 

skilled violinists in the sprawling capital. He also became a founding member of the organis-

ing committee of the Auckland Choral Society. Around this time Balneavis became involved 

with the Colonial forces. In October 1856 he was appointed captain and adjutant in the 

Auckland Militia, and in April 1859 was appointed deputy adjutant general of militia and 

volunteers in New Zealand, a post he held until 1865. In April 1860 he also became lieuten-

ant colonel in the Auckland Rifle Volunteers, and in February 1862 he became their com-

mander, until his resignation at the end of the year. There is some doubt as to Balneavis's 

capacity and efficiency in this position. To his admirers he was a genius who helped to turn 

raw levies into disciplined troops. To his detractors he was a bumbling administrator who 

spent too much time worrying over unimportant details, rather than organising an effective 

defence force.  
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 After his retirement from military service in 1865, he continued to be involved in the 

colony's affairs, becoming sheriff for the district of Auckland in March 1865 and principal 

returning officer for the province in 1875, filling both posts capably. He was awarded the 

New Zealand War Medal in 1876. Balneavis was appointed consular agent for the govern-

ment of Italy; although largely ceremonial, it was a post he filled successfully. The appoint-

ment was probably due to his linguistic skills. Balneavis was regarded as one of the most 

accomplished linguists in Australasia. He was fluent in English, Arabic, Maltese, French, 

Italian and Maori. He could also converse in Greek, German and Spanish. Balneavis was an 

active Mason of the Irish Constitution, and an active parishioner of St. Stephen's Anglican 

Chapel in Parnell; he was buried in its graveyard after his death on 26 August 1876. 

GARRY JAMES CLAYTON  

From the Dictionary Of New Zealand Biography. 

ððððð 

Choral Society. 
Patron Governor Browne 

Vice - Judge Arney 

Conductor -  Joseph Brown 

* Leader of the orchestra -  Col. Balneavis 

Pianist - J. Fleetwood 

Secretary -  G.K. Turton 

Treasurer  - J.M. Clark 

Librarian - C. Sanderson (Charles my great, great grandfather. Jill Kemp) 

Chapman's Almanac 1861 

 

 'Joseph Brown, Colonel Balneavis, Mr Davis and Judge Fenton can truly be called 

'the fathers of music in Auckland.'  Concerts were for honorary  members of the Society 

only - not public concerts. They always gave a free repeat performance of the Messiah.' 

Auckland Choral Society Centennial publication.  

 

Band Fund 
  

His Honor      No. 225 . Colonial Forces. 

The Superintendent Deputy Adjutant General's Office                         

Auckland.  

9th April 1862 

                

Sir, 

    I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Honor's letter, of the 4th April, 

enclosing copies of two Resolutions passed by the Auckland Provincial Council, re-

cording their sense of the patriotism of the Volunteers for having performed the Garrison 

Duties to enable the Military to make Roads, and requesting your Honor to place £100 

on the Estimates for discharging the liabilities of the Band Fund, to which your Honor 

has been good enough to express your concurrence. I have on behalf of the Auckland 

Rifle Volunteers, and the Auckland Naval Volunteers, to return their thanks to yourself 

and the Provincial Council for their kind consideration of their Services, and assistance 

to the Band Fund. 

     I have etc. 

 (Sd) H.C. BALNEAVIS 

   Deputy Adjutant General of Militia & Volunteers. 

Session 14. (Box 13)        
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TE WHǔNAU A MATARENA Mau 
 

Matarena Waitangi = 2. Com. James Wood       1.Takoto                3. Jock McGregor                      4. Paki                                   

                      1                        1          1                                      1                                 1   

Birth order:      *2.NgǕhiraka                1.  Kateruri  3. Maupunarua   4. Thomas Henry McGregor   5. KǕwaiho   

 

Explanation as far as can be estimated from death records etc: 

Matarena Rangiwhiuiu Waitangi and Chief Takoto, had their 1st child: Kateruri/Katerina.  

Matarena and Commander Wood's child: *NgǕhiraka. 

Matarena returned to Takoto and had their 2nd child: Maupunarua. 

Matarena and Jock McGregor: a son Thomas Henry McGregor. Whangai by Bennett White.  

Matarena and Paki's child: Kawaiho. 
    

*NgǕhiraka was related to RangiharepǾ of Ngai Tamahaua and her husband Joseph Ken-

nedy, was blood related to Te Kaha. 
 

 

TE WHǔNAU ǔ BALNEAVIS   

 

Meri Makarina Hineiahua = Colonel Henry Colin Balneavis 

                                               1 

             _________________________________________ 

             1                        1                 1                       1             1 

                             Jemima             Louisa       Georgia             Mary       John 

 

The Balneavis family inherited land through HineǭǕhua, but did not reside in WhakatǾhea. 
                              

 

 

 HINEǬǔHUA'S PARENTS   

 

*RangihaerepǾ (Ngai Tamahaua) = Te Kaha (Upokorehe) 

                                                1 

                                                     Meri Makarina HineǭǕhua     
 

 

*RangihaerepǾ was one of five WhakatǾhea signatories to the treaty of Waitangi 

He is also connected to NgǕti Patumoana 

 

 NgǕti Patumoana was originally NgǕti Ngahere. But when one of our ancestors, 

named HineǭǕhua, was killed at sea by a marauding war party from NgǕpuhi in the 1820s, 

our section of the hapȊ took the name NgǕti Patumoana to commemorate the incident. Meri 

Makarina HineǭǕhua was also named after HineǭǕhua, to commemorate that ancestor.   

 

 The Maupunarua and RangihaerepǾ connection to HineǭǕhua would be a reason for 

NgǕhiraka's daughter, Margaret Thomson, to be brought up in the Balneavis household after 

her father's death. Also, Balneavis was an executor of Dr Thomson's Will. The actual rela-

tionship of her mother Matarena Waitangi to Meri Makarina HineǭǕhua is not known to me.   

 

Whakapapa courtesy of Dion Tilley.    
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 In 1858 Balneavis had taken up land at Maraetai, on a section granted him in recogni-

tion of his active service in the 58th Regiment. He had married Meri Makarina Hineiahua 

(related to NgǕhiraka's mother, Matarena) on 8 February 1859 at Auckland; they were to 

have four daughters and one son.  

 

GARRY JAMES CLAYTON  

From the Dictionary Of New Zealand Biography. 

ððððð 
 After the death of her father, Dr. A.S. Thomson, Margaret Thomson was  brought up 

in the home of Colonel Balneavis  (one of the Executors of her father's Will) and his wife, 

Meri Hineiahau. Margaret's every necessity; board and living expenses, education, music 

lessons, ball gowns, tutors etc; all generously appointed under the terms of her father, Dr. 

Thomson's Will and they would have had servants and tutors. The family attended St. 

Stephen's church on Sunday mornings, the four girls and beautiful young Margaret, primp-

ing and giggling in their Sunday best; with a coy look at the eligible young men, no doubt! It 

must have been a wonderful time, with many evenings gathered around the piano singing, 

accompanied by Col. Balneavis on his violin, or gathered around the fireside reading and 

doing needlework; the Charades, games, parties, concerts and family celebrations together, 

but there was a wistful sadness about Margaret - she missed her mother.   

The Colonel and his daughters were in attendance at many elaborate Balls. One such 

occasion, recorded in the  

Daily Southern Cross 25th May 1867,  

excerpts of which are recorded here: 

 

'On the anniversary of Her Majesty's birthday, a grand invitation ball was given by 

His Excellency the Governor, Sir George Grey, K.C.B. at Government House, the 

arrangements for which were on a scale of munificence befitting the occasion.  

 

 It passed off with much éclat and success ...we believe that never before was 

such a magnificent fete witnessed in Auckland.... the terrace of whole front of the 

building was covered by a wooden frame 145 feet by 14 feet enclosed in 

sails...decorated in flags .. the supper room was more richly and profusely decorated 

amply lighted gas brackets being laced at equidistance along the walls which were 

hung with rich coloured papering ...luxurious couches, covered with crimson 

clothé..a promenade...tea and coffee room...candelabra... suite rooms as retiring 

rooms.. Quadrille band...  ballroom...floral and rustic decorations...the supper room 

was even more richly and profusely decorated .. vases of flowers. 

 

 Almost every ornamentation within the range of culinary art... shortly after 

eight the carriages (including the Balneavis's) began to enter the grounds in continu-

ous succession and in little more than an hour, nearly all the one thousand persons 

were assembled, including naval and Military Officers and the elite of the city and 

out districts.  

 

 When the company were assembled, the ballroom presented a coup dôceil, at 

once magnificent and imposing. The ladies were richly and elegantly attired and  the 

brilliant uniforms of the naval and military officers heightened the general effect... 

the gay and animated scene caused the memory to revert to the splendid luxury and 

elegant hospitality of festivities which take place in the stately homes of England.' 
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 Louisa Balneavis married Miles Reginald Bree, in Dunedin, the son of Rev. Bree from 

Auckland. They would have all been acquainted and moving in the same social circles, in 

Auckland, particularly as Reginald Bree was a singer and conductor and the Balneavis fam-

ily, including Margaret Thomson, who played the organ, were all musical.  

 Margaret Thomson appears to have accompanied the Colonel's daughter, Louisa, to 

Dunedin and Gore, as chaperone and companion, when she married, which explains the 

mystery of how Margaret Thomson ended up marrying a doctor in Gore. Mr. Bree set him-

self up in business.  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The death of Louisa Bree's little baby, recorded below, would have affected Margaret 

too.  Mr. Bree had been influential in promoting Dr. Macaffer, whom he had known in In-

vercargill,  to become the doctor in Gore. Dr. Macaffer also had an interest in music and was 

a Lay reader in the local Anglican church. It was in the Bree's home that Margaret married 

Dr. Macaffer. There is no doubt that the talented doctor was the love of her life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southland Times, Issue 3065, 25 April 1878, Page 2. 

MARRIAGE:   BREE - BALNEAVIS.  
 

On the 5th November, 1873 at St. Peter's Church, Caversham, Dunedin, by the Rev. Arch-

deacon Edwards, Miles Reginald, only son of Rev. E.N. Bree of All Saints, Auckland, to 

Louisa, second daughter of Lieutenant Colonel. H.C. Balneavis, Sheriff of Auckland. And 

granddaughter of the late Lieutenant General Henry Balneavis, C.M.G. And K.H., Colonel 

of the 65th Regiment.  Papers Past Otago Daily Times. Issue 3668.  
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OBITUARY   

Southland Times, 2nd May, 1899  

BREE MILES REGINALD  

 Mr Bree entered on a commercial career early in life, was a member of the Bank of 

New Zealand staff, then an accountant for Murray,  Dalgliesh and Co of Invercargill.  

He moved to Gore to manage the business of Joseph Stock and after two years opened a 

general store in Main and Mersey Street, then he managed a retail store for McPherson 

and Co. until 1880. He became a commission agent and land valuer and secured an ap-

pointment under the Stock department. But he was most well known for his career as a 

Mason,  at the Southern Cross Lodge, Invercargill  with Dr. Macaffer in 1877. He began 

the Lodge Harvey in Gore and another in Wyndham and rose to the second highest rank 

in New Zealand,  that of  Deputy Grand Master. He was one of the first members of the 

Southland Hussars; a member of the Cemetery Trust and Domain Board and to him we 

owe the tasteful way they are both laid out and planted  in trees and shrubs. He was a lay 

reader at Holy Trinity church; was a tenor singer of great talent, until becoming partially 

deaf. An enthusiastic cricketer, a devoted philatelist and possessed one of the finest 

stamp collections in the Province. Mr. Bree held many offices of trust as auditor to many 

of the districts trading companies and public institutions. Esteemed by all for his amiable 

personal qualities, joviality and good spirits, generous of spirit. He was twice married, 

his first wife being a daughter of the late Col. Balneavis, with two surviving children, and 

his second wife, with whom he had 5 young children, was a ward of the late Judge Mans-

ford. He resided in Gore for almost 20 years, a valued member of the district Stock de-

partment. He suffered a stroke while giving evidence in the Dunedin Court and died the 

following week at his home in Milton. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE:- Dr Macaffer,  

of Mataura Bridge,  has been gazetted as a Justice of the Peace for the colony.  

30th April 1877  Southland Times Paperspast.  

EPISCOPAL CHURCH, GORE  
Southland Times  9 Aug 1881 Paperspast.  

 

 A parish meeting was held on Friday evening, 5th inst. At the Gore Episcopalian 

church; ... The church here is very neat, well finished structure and capable of seating 

100 persons. Great praise is due to the members, especially the ladies, for the very en-

ergetic manner in which they have worked to supply the want which for a long time 

has been felt in our town. A bell has been promised by a friend in Dunedin, and will 

shortly be erected out of the proceeds of a concert given for that project.  

 Through the exertions of Messrs. Bree [married to Miss Balneavis] and Peller, 

who have held a series of concerts for the purpose of defraying the cost of an instru-

ment, a very handsome and powerful organ - that is presided over by Mrs. Macaffer 

(NgǕhiraka and Dr. A.S. Thomson's daughter.). 

The framework of a commodious residence for Dr. Macaffer has been erected.  

It is fronting the street which leads from the flour mill to the bridge.   

Southland Times. Paperspast Ist June 1882 

Dr. Macaffer is very ill indeed.  

24th Oct 1885 Southland Times 

Dr. Macaffer has gone to his long home - peace be with him.  

His latter days were not happy.  

Southland Times 7th November 1885. 
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Dr. John  Harkness Macaffer. 

Courtesy of Verity Baylis. 

Dr. JOHN HARKNESS MACAFFER 

Born 1850 at Island, Scotland.  

Died 1885 at Gore, New Zealand. 

 

 John Macaffer  came from the Western Highlands of Scotland, and after taking his 

(Medical) Degree in Glasgow, came out in the 'Nelson', as Ship's Surgeon, on her first 

voyage and arrived in Dunedin on 31st December, 1874. He remained in practice in 

Mataura for a few years and then, when Gore was surveyed and came into prominence 

as a junction of the new railway route, he moved there and speedily made a good name 

for himself. He was the first doctor in that town. He began his practice in Mataura and 

was the Government Vaccination Officer at one stage; liked and respected, being well 

educated, a cultured Highland gentleman and  a good scholar of Gaelic; musical and 

popular.  

 

 He married, MARGARET THOMSON, daughter of the late Dr. Arthur Saunders 

Thomson, at the home of Mr. Bree, in Gore on 22nd  April, 1878. They had four chil-

dren. After a few years residence there, he died rather suddenly of a painful illness, 

leaving a widow and four children, one unborn. 

 

 John Macaffer's father, Charles, was born in Antwerp in June 1815, while his fa-

ther, also John, was at Waterloo with the Royal Engineers. Charles eventually went 

back to Islay in the Western Isles of Scotland and was a Merchant Grocer for 40 years 

on the island. Charles married Mary Harkness in about 1849/50, which is where the 

Harkness name came from. The Harkness family have been traced back to the late 

1600's.  

 

Medical Practice In Otago And Southland In The Early Years. By R.V. Fulton.  
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To Arthur C. Henderson,  

Registrar of Births, Deaths, and Marriages  

for the District of Invercargill, Province Of Otago, New Zealand. 

 

I, JOHN MACAFFER, Bachelor of Medicine,  

and Master in Surgery, of the University of Glasgow,   

late Resident Medical Officer, City and County Infirmary, Perth.  

Assistant in the Dispensary for Diseases of the Ear &c.,  

now residing at Mataura Bridge,  

do hereby give notice that I intend to apply to you,  

on the 13th day of  August  1875,  

to have my name placed on the  

Register of Medical Practitioners in the Colony of New Zealand; 

and I have deposited my diplomas along with this in your office for 

public inspection, in terms of The Medical Practitioners Act,1869. 

 

J. MACAFFER. 

Mataura Bridge,  

12th August, 1875.  

Southland Times.  

Paperspast.  
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                                         Mary Harkness Macaffer, known as Molly. 

Born 1879 in Gore, Died in 1945 at Sydney, Australia.  

Courtesy of Verity Baylis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Charles Thomson Macaffer 

Born 22 February, 1883.  

 

Charles Thomson Macaffer. He sustained severe injuries in France in W.W.1 and was trans-

ferred to a hospital in London in 1917, but died as a result and is buried in the Military 

cemetery at Brookwood, in Surrey.  

 

Katrina Ile Macaffer was born on the 14th July, 1884. She took the name Simson and mar-

ried as Katrina Ile Macaffer Simson in 1908 to Wilfred Beaumont Orr. They had 5 children. 

Arthur John Macaffer was born on 22 April, 1886, six months after the death of his father. 

Arthur too was raised as a Simson. Neither brother married. 
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Ian Simson Simson, Widower.  

 (2nd husband of Margaret Thomson ï Macaffer ï Simson) 

 

 When Harold was only one year old, his mother Margaret developed a chronic breast 

infection, which she endured for more than a year. This extremely painful, inflammatory 

condition, which also affects the lymph nodes under the arm. The patient is unable to lift 

their arm; sleeping is difficult and if left untreated an abscess forms, with high temperatures 

and the patient becomes extremely unwell. This is easily treatable with antibiotics today. 

Sadly, Margaret (Thomson/Mcaffer)  Simson died on 26th January 1892, at St Clair, Dune-
din, as a result of the infection, leaving a young family without their beautiful mother.  Mary 

was only 13 years old and the other children were very young.  

 

 NgǕhiraka's great, great, grand daughter, Joan Julian, recalls sitting on her Grand-

mother Valentine's knee, as she twirled poi and sang in Maori, just as NgǕhiraka would have 

done with Margaret. 

ððððð 

Verity Baylis writes of the family: 

 

 ''My mother knew her aunt Valentine Petrie Simson, and called her 'Aunty Valla.' My 

grandmother was very fond of her sisters, Valla (Simson) and Ile (Macaffer). I have three 

folders of research notes and records on the family and ancestors of Arthur Saunders Thom-

son (Surgeon Major 58th Regiment). In his Will he names NgǕhiraka as the mother of his 

three children, Margaret, Tommy and Mary. She (NgǕhiraka) was also known as ''Ngahi.'' 

  

 NgǕhiraka was the daughter of Commander James Wood and Matarena Waitangi, the 

daughter of a Chief of the Whakatohea tribe. She is said to have been born in 1842, but I be-

lieve she was born a couple of years earlier than that, in 1838. James Wood and Matarena 

are documented in Land records for the Kennedy family. NgǕhiraka married (third marriage) 

Joseph Bond Kennedy and they had six children. The birthdays of the Kennedy children are 

recorded in my grandmother's Birthday Book, so she must have known them all and been in 

regular contact. 

 

 Thomas Thomson probably was sent to a church run boarding school in Auckland [St. 

John's College] after the death of his father. He became a Customs Officer and lived in Fiji 

many years. After he retired, he came to Sydney and lived in the Darlinghurst area. He died 

in Kirketon Hospital, 22nd June 1916 and is buried at South Head cemetery in Vaucluse. I 

went there with my brother some time ago. We cleaned the grave which was very over-

grown, but his headstone was still quite clear to read when we found it.'' 
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NOTES  by Verity Baylis, on Valentine Simson. 

 

BIRTH: N.Z. Civil Registration, 18 August, 1888, Gore, New Zealand. 

Valentine Petrie Simson was known as 'Valla' to her sisters and family. 

 

MARRIAGE: N.Z. Civil Registration. 

 15th February, 1911, Gisborne, N.Z. 

Valentine Petrie Simson married Frank Bradfield Wylds on the 15th February, 1911 in the 

Church of the Holy Trinity, Gisborne, New Zealand. She was a spinster, aged 22 years,    

occupation - Domestic Duties. Birthplace was given as Gore, Southland and her present and 

usual residence was Gisborne. Her father was named as Ian Simson Simson, Commission 

Agent and her mother Margaret Simson, maiden surname -Thomson. 

Frank Bradfield Wylds was aged 28, a bachelor, occupation - Bank Clerk; birthplace - Palm-

erston North. Present residence - Gisborne; usual residence - Hawera. Father Alfred Henry 

Wylds, a Timber Merchant; mother Jeanette Wylds - maiden surname Dorreen. 

Witnesses: Ernest Chrisp, Solicitor, Gisborne and Ian Simson Simson, Land Agent, Gis-

borne. Officiating Minister: L. Dawson Thomas. 

 

DEATH: New Zealand Civil Registration Entry No.88/76.  

Details of death certificate as follows:- Valentine Petrie Wylds, Widow, of 229 Pohutukawa 

Avenue, Ohope, aged 87 years and born on the 18th August, 1888, died on 21st May, 1976 

at the Public Hospital Whakatane. She was born in Gore and had lived in New Zealand for 

87 years. Her father was Ian Simson and her mother Margaret Simson, maiden surname 

Thomson. Father's occupation was Commission Agent. Valentine's place of marriage was 

Gisborne. At the age of 22 years and she married Frank Bradfield Wylds. At the time of her 

death Valentine had six children living. Males aged 62: 58: 51: and Females 64: 59: 53. 

She was buried on 25th May, 1976 at Hillcrest, Whakatane. 

 

 Margaret died on the 26th January, 1892 in Gore, three days before my grandmother' 

Mary Harkness Macaffer's 13th birthday, leaving six very young children with Ian Simson 

Simson. I'm not sure who cared for the children, but I know my grandmother was very un-

happy.  He moved to the Poverty Bay area and eventually married  E. Parker in 1897.  They 

had at least one daughter, Tui Norma Simson - my mother called her 'Aunty Tui' and Valen-

tine Petrie Simson was known as 'Valla.'   

 

 My grandmother married (second) Sydney Edgar Martin in 1913 and they moved to 

Suva, Fiji, where my mother was born in 1914 and her two brothers were born on the other 

island Vanua Levu, where Grandad was the manager of a Tea Estate at Wainunu. My grand-

mother died in Sydney in 1945, whilst on a visit to my mother. 

 

 

Margaret  Macaffer married Ian Simson Simson at Dunedin, 18th  September 1886 

They had two children: 

* Valentine Petrie Simson born 18th  August 1888 

* Harold Ian Simson born 1892 

 

MARRIAGES 

 

SIMSON ï MACAFFER. On the 18th September 1886, by special licence, by Rev. W. 

Ronaldson at St. Maryôs Church, Mornington, Ian Simson Simson,  Auctioneer, Gore, to 

Margaret relict of the late John Macaffer, M.B. C.M.  
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Left: Valentine Petrie 

Simson  

Courtesy of Verity 

Baylis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right:  Harold Simson. 

Barrister and Solicitor, 

Auckland.  

Courtesy of  

Verity Baylis. 
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Pre-1900 Probate Indexes for New Zealand: 

Courtesy of Verity Baylis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Macaffer headstone, Gore. 

MARGARET THOMSON'S WILL. 
MARGARET SIMSON - 9th February, 1892 - Will - Court, Invercargill  

 Probate No.450. 

 

'THIS IS THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF ME MARGARET SIMSON, 

Wife of Ian Simson Simson of Gore in the County of Southland, New Zealand, 

Auctioneer. After payment of all my just debts, funeral and testamentary expenses, 

I give and bequeath my gold Watch and chain to my Daughter, Mary Macaffer and 

the gold Watch with the initials C.H.M. thereon and the chain therewith to my Son 

Charles Thomson Macaffer and all the residue and remainder of my real and per-

sonal property whatsoever and wheresoever and of what nature or kind so ever of 

which I shall be possessed or to which I shall be entitled at the time of my death or 

over which I now have or hereafter shall have any power of disposition I give de-

vise and bequeath to all my Children in equal shares absolutely. And I direct that in 

case any of my Children shall die during my lifetime leaving a Child or Children, 

him, her or them surviving such last mentioned Child or Children shall take the 

place and share of the deceased parent or parents. I appoint the said Ian Simson 

Simson and Thomas Thomson of Her Majesty's Customs, Fiji, Executors of this my 

Will and Trustees for and Guardians of my infant Children. IN WITNESS whereof 

I have to this my last Will and Testament set my hand this thirty first day of De-

cember, one thousand eight hundred and ninety one. 

 

SIGNED and acknowledged by the said Margaret Simson the Testatrix as and for 

her last Will and Testament MARGARET SIMSON in the presence of us present at 

the same time who at her request in her presence and in the presence of each other 

have hereunto subscribed our names as Witnesses. 

MARY MOSS - Domestic Servant - GORE. 

W. HENDERSON - Solicitor - GORE. 

IN MEMORY  

of  

JOHN HARKNESS MACAFFER 

M.B.C.M. 

Died at GORE 

OCT 26 1885 

AGED 34 YEARS 

 

ALSO 

MARGARET SIMSON 

WIFE OF IAN SIMSON 

DIED JAN 25 1892 

AGED 34 YEARS 

SO SOON  

PASSETH IT AWAY 

AND  

WE ARE GONE 
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ANCESTRY OF Dr. ARTHUR SAUNDERS THOMSON. 

 

 

Arthurôs grandfather on his motherôs side was a doctor in Ireland near Belfast called Thomas Saunders, pre-

sumably Arthurôs son Tommy was named after him and Arthurôs daughter Margaret was named after his 

mother Margaret.    
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Chapter 13 

NGǔHIRAKA and JOHN REED 
her second husband 

a son of 

JAMES REED 
Birth name: 

 MAURICE  PHILLPE BEAUFORT de CANILLAC  

(Unconfirmed).  

His Maori wife EKAUMOENGA 

Their life on Sunday Island (Raoul Island).    



66 

 
SOUTH TO THE LEFT OF VENUS     Part 2     NGǔHIRAKA & JOHN REED 

JOHN REED.  

 Two years after Dr Thomson died, NgǕhiraka married her neighbour, John Reed, a 

half European Maori boatman, at St Andrew's Manse, Symonds Street, Auckland,  9th De-

cember 1862. On their marriage certificate NgǕhiraka was recorded as being a 'spinster of 

full age.' The marriage was witnessed by Henry P. More, a local Brick Maker from the 

North Shore and John's married sister, Sarah Von Sturmer of Coromandel. Here is a confir-

mation of the fact that NgǕhiraka could not write, she signed her marriage certificate (and 

later her Will)  with an 'X' . NgǕhiraka had a previous liaison with Dr. Thomson and before 

the doctor died they had three children.  

A copy of the original  Marriage Register 1862 

NgǕhiraka (Spinster) and John Reed (Boatman).  

Courtesy of Carmarita Hartog. 

 

 When Dr. Thomson went to China, expecting to return home and retire on a full pen-

sion, NgǕhiraka remained at the family home at Stoke's Point, surrounded by their close 

neighbours, the Reed family, with their twelve children including John, who may well have 

lent a hand on her farm. John Reed's mother was Maori, she married James REED on the 15 

April 1846, in Auckland, New Zealand. James Reed was the son of Maurice Philippe de 

Montboissier of London, whose father fled the French Revolution. James Reed's obituary 

give a glimpse into his life.  

OBITUARY 

 

 One of our earliest settlers in the person of James Reed, residing at Stoke's Point, 

has just passed away at the good old age of 84 years and was buried on Saturday, No-

vember 25th, at the North Shore. Mr. Reed settled amongst the Maoris in the early days 

of the colony, and had a native wife, taken from one of the Northern tribes, several chil-

dren. The eldest has reached the age of 48 years. In former days Mr. Reed worked the 

ferry boat between Auckland and Stokes'  Point, but from growing infirmities was com-

pelled in late years to resign the post. Many of his children have married amongst Euro-

pean settlers.  

Daily Southern Cross 15th December 1876. 
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NGǔHIRAKA was widowed  - the plight of a Half Maori mother. 

  NgǕhiraka's 1st 'husband' was Scottish born Dr. Arthur Saunders Thomson. He had 

served as Principal Medical Officer of the 5th Division of the British Expeditionary Forces 

in India, where he had contracted an Amoebic parasite from which he would eventually die. 

Soon after returning to England from India, he was sent to New Zealand, as Surgeon Major 

of the 58th Regiment and arrived in Auckland on 23rd January 1848. His Regiment was sta-

tioned at Albert Barracks, on the present day Albert Park. Unrest in the Colony had settled 

and the Regiment were not required to be engaged in fighting Maori at that time. There was 

little for the doctor to do, except help the poor needing medical treatment; both Maori and 

European alike. He was careful not to treat those who could afford a doctor, as by doing so 

he would encroach on the livelihood of other doctors practicing in the young town. He filled 

in his time researching and writing the first history book of New Zealand, with a particular 

interest in the Maori race from a medical and scientific point of view. He travelled exten-

sively throughout the North Island of the young Colony, analyzing climate, disease, flora, 

fauna and living conditions; particularly relating to the health of the indigenous population. 

He fell in love with the beautiful, unspoiled country, its breath taking scenery and mild cli-

mate. In his travels he purchased many plots of prime land, including an idyllic block at 

Stokes Point, on the North Shore of the beautiful Waitemata harbour which teemed with fish 

and bird life and was only a short boat ride away from the town opposite. To maintain his 

house and property, when he was away, he employed the services of two trust worthy, capa-

ble, Christian raised, mission-trained Maori girls, Kateruri/Katarina Takoto and her shy, 

younger, half European sister, NgǕhiraka, whom he fell in love with and had three children. 

Because of Army rules, the couple were unable to marry until he had fulfilled his Army con-

tract, but lived as husband and wife, discreetly at Stokes Point.  

 

 In 1858 orders were received for the doctor's regiment to return to England. Dr. Thom-

son only had a few short years left to serve in the army, before he could retire on a full pen-

sion to their idyll at Stokes Point. He would have arranged for his neighbours, James and 

Ekaumoenga Reed and their strong, practical son, John, to help NgǕhiraka (Nga) and her 

sister, Katarina Takoto (Ka), while he was away. He also made an Army Will in which he 

provided for NgǕhiraka and his three young children, Thomas, Margaret and baby Mary, 

ensuring that she and their children would be well cared for in the event of his death. Sadly, 

their baby died soon after he left. He published his book on New Zealand after he returned 

to England and belatedly included an engraving of his children and their aunt (Ka), taken 

from a photo of his young family that they had sent to him. His regiment was then deployed 

to the uprising in China. When he realized he was dying from the Amoeba, which he had 

contracted many years before, he wrote to NgǕhiraka desiring she remain in Auckland, with 

their children and not return to her whanau (extended family) in ǽpǾtiki.  

 

 Soon after news of the death of her 'husband' reached New Zealand, the Executers du-

tifully removed her two precious, surviving children. Half European/Maori women had no 

rights in those days. Heartbroken, NgǕhiraka had to leave her home as all of the doctor's ex-

tensive land holdings were to be sold in one package, rather than them taking the time to sell 

them individually; thereby maximising her assets. The Executors were trustworthy, honest 

men and the doctor's personal friends. It isn't a reflection on their character; they were not 

trying to defraud her, they simply took the easier option. Her children were placed in ''good 

Christian homes,'' where they received a excellent education and every expense of raising 

them, was paid for from the sale of the land, which would have amounted to a ''tidy sum''! 

Removed from her children, home, land and community, NgǕhiraka was in a desperate 

situation. She turned to her close neighbours and friends, James and Ekaumoenga Reed, who 

had the perfect solution - marry their bachelor son, John! She would have a home (a whare, 

or native grass hut) and stay in her community. Very little is known about John Reed, her 

2nd husband, except through the life of his parents, who had lived self sufficiently on iso-

lated Sunday (Rauol) Island and where John Reed was born and raised.  

SOUTH TO THE LEFT OF VENUS     Part 2     NGǔHIRAKA & JOHN REED 
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  JOHN REED was given his licence to run the Stokes Point Ferry in 1854,  subsidized 

by the Auckland Provisional Government. It was an open boat that could carry 20 passen-

gers, with three crew - a sailing and rowing boat. His father, James Reed, was a community 

minded man, as his home on Stoke's Point was used regularly as a Polling Booth.    

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Sadly, John Reed died of Scarlet fever (caught from a ferry passenger, perhaps) at 

Stokes Point, 1st January 1864, another tragedy in the life of NgǕhiraka, four months preg-

nant with his child. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*(Eliza) Mary Reed ï born  10th May 1864, at Stokes Point, Northcote, Auckland, 5 months 

after her father died.  She was mentioned in NgǕhiraka's Will and in testimony from her half 

sister, Harriet Smith, in the Maori Land Court and was known to be in a Gisborne Mental 

Hospital in 1942, aged circa 78 years. Mary Reed was remembered, amongst family, as hav-

ing a cheerful, positive with an uplifting nature and was a much loved aunt. It is thought she 

was an accomplished seam stress. The only known photograph of Mary Reed.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: (Eliza) Mary Reed, smoking a pipe. Courtesy of Lyn Chappell. 

Right:  (Eliza) Mary Reed 1896, at her sister Harriet's wedding. Courtesy Hazel McDonald.  

COME AND ENJOY YOURSELVES AT STOKE'S POINT 

ON MONDAY, 4th JANUARY. 

There will be Climbing a Greasy pole  for  

Leg of Mutton, Running in Sacks, Foot Races, Quoits,  

and OTHER Manly Amusements. 

A Ball will be held at the Hotel. Dancing to commence at 8 o'clock. 

Deaths: On January 1st 1864, at Stokes point, North Shore,  

Mr John Reed aged 23 years, universally esteemed and regretted.  

ððð 

In consequences of the decease of Mr. John Reed, of Stokes Point, the 

BALL, advertised to take place at the North Shore Hotel,  

on Monday Evening next, will be   

DEFERRED till the evening of MONDAY, the 11th instant.  

Daily Southern Cross Volume XX. Issue 2038, 2nd January 1864.  
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Maurice Philippe de  

MONTEBOISSIER-BEAUFORT-CANILLAC  

  1772  (U 

 Marie  

dô ALEGRE de BEAUVOIR 

m. 1646 

*2nd.Francoise 'Alexandrine' Cornelie Camille  

de ROCHECHOUART  

Married 26 February 1763. 

Jean Gaspard  

de MONTBOISSIER - BEAUFORT - CANILLAC  

Phillippe  

de MONTBOISSIER ïBEAUFORT-CANILLAC  

 Count of Dienne 

Philippe Claude II  

de  MONTBOISSIER-BEAUFORT-CANILLAC    

1712. Died 21 March 1797  Buried St. Pancras London. 
 

Marie Claire  

dôESTAING 

Philippe Claude 1   

de MONTEBOISSIER- BEAUFORT-CANILLAC   

Marquis. 
  

*Mary Anne Genevieve 

 de MAILLE BREZE  

b.1674   m 8 June 1711        Died 1765 

Maurice Philippe de  

MONTEBOISSIER-BEAUFORT-CANILLAC  

Changed his name to James REED  

JOHN REED's ANCESTRY: 

 NgǕhiraka's second husband, John Reed, has the most interesting family history. His 

father, JAMES REED's birth name was Maurice Philippe de MOUNTBOISSIER BEAU-

FORT de CANILLAC, a descendant of French Aristocrats, eldest son of Count Maurice 

Phillipe de MOUNTBOISSIER BEAUFORT de CANILLAC, who was compelled to flee 

France, during the French Revolution. There are no official documents to confirm this.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TRANSLATED from French: ROCHECHOUART-MONTBOISSIER 

 According to George Martin's 'History and Genealogy of the House 

ROCHECHOUART' (The Ricamarie, 1990), Françoise Camille de ROCHECHOUART, 

was born January 23, 1741 in Fort St. Pierre in Martinique, died in Paris January 19th 1829 

and was buried in the cemetery Picpus in France. She married at Versailles, February 26, 

1763, Claude Philippe, Count of Montboissier-Beaufort-Canillac, Lieutenant General of the 

armies of the King, who was elected on the 26th  March 1789, as member of the nobility to 

the States General, the Seneschal Clermont Ferrand.  He emigrated, and died in London in 

1797. 

 Thanks to the painstaking research of the late Ngaire Von Sturmer and Lyn Chappell,  

John Reed's ancestry can be traced back to the French King, Hugues 968 AD.   

A search of the internet found that, the artist, Joseph DUCREUX, was recruited by the 

Academy of Saint Luc, in 1764, at rue des Saint-Pères, to execute pastel portraits of:  

1. Marquis of Montboissier. 1767. Phillipe Claude de Montboissier Beaufort Canillac.  

2. Philippe-Claude de Montboissier-Beaufort-Canillac, comte de Montboissier (1712ï1797 

    lieutenant-général des armées: Ducreux. Born Paris France. Died 21st March 1797 U.K. 

    M. 13 February 1763 to Françoise Alexandrine Cornélie de Rochechouart 1741-1829  

3. La comtesse de Montboissier-Beaufort-Canillac, née Françoise-Alexandre-Camille de 

Rochechouart (1741ï1829): Éc. fr. 

4. La vicomtesse de Montboissier, née Marie-Charlotte Boutin: Roslin. 

 

 

John REED  

Born  8th May 1840 at Sunday Island  

Died 1st January 1862. Stokes Point. 

NgǕhiraka   
widowed partner of  Arthur Saunders Thomson. 

Dr. Arthur Saunders  Thomson. Mar. 9 Dec. 1862. 

 Ekaumoenga, known as Kahumahinga, Agnes, and  

Ekaumahinga. Married circa 1831/1832 Cloudy Bay NZ 

Maori Chief's daughter. Died 18th May 1867 Auckland.  

 

Unknown 

http://gw5.geneanet.org/samlap?lang=en;p=philippe+claude;n=de+montboissier+beaufort+canillac;oc=1
http://gw5.geneanet.org/samlap?lang=en;p=philippe+claude;n=de+montboissier+beaufort+canillac;oc=1
https://gw.geneanet.org/frebault?lang=en&pz=henri&nz=frebault&ocz=0&p=francoise+alexandrine+cornelie&n=de+rochechouart
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 The French region of Auvergne, the old town of Pont-du-Château, lies near a strategic 

crossroad, connecting Paris to Barcelona and Lyon to Bordeaux. The town's castle was burnt 

in 1580, following an epidemic of plague and rebuilt in the middle of the 17th century, on 

the initiative of Guillaume de Montboissier Beaufort-Canillac, Lieutenant General of the 

army of Italy, in 1654. On returning to Auvergne he was honoured by Louis XIV. With fi-

nancial help from his friend Mazarin, he built the current castle, with its crowned northern 

frontage of a terrace, its perron with double revolution; its broad southern terrace which 

overhangs gardens. 'It is of an approval which one does not see anywhere else,' wrote the 

Audigier Canon. It is now the Town Hall, in Pont-du-Chateau.  Many  of  the family (the 

REED' s)  ancestors are still buried in the vaults underneath it. The Chateau is also named 

'Pont-du-Chateau' (Bridge of the Castle). The family owned much of the town and many 

other castles over the centuries - but this last one was the one they  still owned at the time of 

the revolution. It had been in the family for three hundred years and was confiscated from 

the family by the revolutionaries. The Beaufort & Canillac families were merged by the ar-

ranged marriage of Guérine de Canillac to Guillaume Rogier de Beaufort in 1345. Later 

the families of Rogier Beaufort de Canillac were merged by the arranged marriage 

of Isabeau Rogier de Beaufort Canillac to Jean de Montboissier (Jean of Montboissier) 

in 1459. The name 'Rogier' was dropped and the family became Montboissier-Beaufort-

Canillac. Each family had its own Coat of Arms. These were also combined with each mar-

riage to reflect the merging of the three families. 

 

 In the north of the city, the park of the Marquis, inspired by the famous landscape de-

signer Ours; basins and valleys of more than 300 meters, aqueducts, thickets, etc. At the 

same time, between 1765 and 1773, Mr. de Régemorte designed a new stone bridge, built 

over the Allier river, indestructible, in spite of the spectacular floods, allowing the royal road 

to continue its route between Lyon and Bordeaux. These images are from Wikipedia:  

 

     The town of Pont-du-Chateaux. 

 

Below right: The Church of Pont-duï 

Chateaux. The Montboissiers were  an 

influential Catholic family. Peter 

Montboissier, known as 'Peter the 

Venerable,' was the Abbot of Cluny, 

for 25 years.   

The Castle of Pont-du-Chateaux. 

The old castle was burnt down in 

1580 following an epidemic of 

plague. The Castle (current city hall) 

was rebuilt in the middle of the 

XVII  century Philippe-Claude  Mont-

boissier Beaufort Canillac, with his 

friend Mazarin's  financial assistance. 

The façade was harmoniously redes-

igned by Philippe-Claude II Mont-

boissier Beaufort Canillac.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barcelona
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bordeaux
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Guillaume_de_Montboissier_Beaufort-Canillac&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridge
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   Philippe-Claude de Montboissier Beaufort-Canillac  himself,  after 1750, undertook 

important installations in his castle: vast stables in the west, sculptures and facings for the 

northern frontage of the principal masonry and the interior woodworks and paintings of the 

ceilings, dedicated to Frenchwomen. Generations of family portraits and treasures, collected 

over hundreds of years, were lost to the family, during the French Revolution. It was  mainly 

Catholics who had to flee from the revolution - though there were some protestants too, de-

pending on their connections to French Royalty. Anyone who was part of, or related to, 

French royalty were destined for the guillotine. The revolution basically came about because 

of the misuse of power by the aristocrats.  

 

 Most aristocrats became all powerful and misused the power the king gave them by 

demanding exorbitant taxes and beating  or murdering, at will, any poor peasant unable to 

pay their taxes; husbands could even be killed if they objected to the aristocrats using their 

wives. The feudal system, as it was called,  was rife over the whole country. The Montbois-

sier Beaufort Canillac ceased to exist as a name after the revolution. The family names were 

combined in this way to show the lineage (or Pedigree) of each family to all who met them. 

The feudal system meant that all property was inherited by the first born son. Subsequent 

sons were granted a small allowance and had to go into the Kings armies to survive. Daugh-

ters were married off by arranged (contract) marriages (sometimes as young as 13-14 years) 

to increase the combined families wealth and power. The first born male had to attest to his 

right to inheritance as the Seigneur (Lord); by proving his heritage. He could also buy an-

other Seigneury to add to his properties (or buy a seat in Parliament). This way they con-

trolled vast properties, towns, villages and other wealth. The Revolution wiped this heredity 

situation out in France, though it still exists to a certain extent in the English Gentry where 

property and 'Lordships' are concerned.  

 

A Count (Comte) was an appointee of the king governing a city and its immediate surround-

ings, or else a high-ranking official in the king's immediate entourage, the latter called 

'palace counts' or 'counts Palatine.'  

A Marquis was a count who was also the governor of a 'march,'  a region at the boundaries 

of the kingdom that needed particular protection against foreign incursions. These offices 

became hereditary and attached to land over the course of time.  

Chevaliers: (Knights) were a subset of the nobility, which included all titled nobility, mem-

bers of the orders of knighthood of the king, but also members of families of ancient nobil-

ity, even untitled. 'Chevalier' was used to refer to a member of an order, such as the Knights 

of Saint John (Order of Malta) as well as members of Royal orders. Philippe-Claude de 

Montboissier-Beaufort-Canillac's nephew, Philippe Maurice François d'Albignac, was a 

Page in the court of Louis XVI. After the failed escape of the king, in 1791, he emigrated 

from revolutionary France and joined with his uncle in Trier.  

 

 1. Philippe-Claude de Montboissier-Beaufort-Canillac, Marquis  of Montboissier, corpo-

ral of the king' s armies, named lieutenant-captain the 11th April 1729, brigadier the 20th 

February 1734 and then lieutenant general, resigned his command of the company in 1754. 

 

2. Philippe-Claude de Montboissier-Beaufort-Canillac II  succeeded the Marquis of 

Rivière in 1766 and held the commission of Lieutenant-Captain until 1776. He was also 

chevalier of the Orders, General-lieutenant and Governor of Bellegarde; Captain of the  

Musketeers of the King's Guard Second Company, known as the 'Red Companies' the aristo-

cratic Gendarmes de la Garde, or household troops,  of the King of France, and was also 

known as 'the elderly Marshal, who commanded the Light Brigade.' After the dissolution of 

the Army of Princes, in November 1872, he was 'Albignac' (responsible for the troops maps) 

1793 to 1795, in the regiments of Duke Claude-Antoine ïGabriel de Choiseul and the 62nd 

Infantry Regiment, the former regiment Salm-Salam, and then in Austrian service.  
 

http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schildknappe#Neuzeit
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_XVI.
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flucht_nach_Varennes
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franz%C3%B6sische_Revolution
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trier
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gendarmes_de_la_garde
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haustruppen_des_K%C3%B6nigs_von_Frankreich
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 Created in 1622 when Louis XIII furnished a company of light cavalry with muskets. 

The Musketeers fought in battle both on foot (infantry) and on horseback (cavalry). They 

formed the royal guard for the king while he was outside of the royal residences. The Mus-

keteers were among the most prestigious of the military companies of the Ancien Régime, 

and in principle the companies were reserved for nobles. In 1776, the Musketeers were dis-

banded by Louis XVI, for budgetary reasons. Reformed in 1789, they were disbanded again 

shortly afterwards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'Review of Black Musketeers in the plain of Sablons.' 

By Robert Paul Ponce Antoine.  

Philippe-Claude de Montboissier-Beaufort-Canillac was Captain of the Musketeers of the 

King's Guard Second Company, known as the 'Red Companies.'   

Uniforms of Musketeers of the Guard, 1660-1814  

Translated from French: 

 Rochechouart -  Montboissier.  

According to George Martin's  'History and Genealogy of the House ROCHECHOUART' 

(The Ricamarie, 1990) Françoise Camille de ROCHECHOUART, was born January 23, 

1741 in Fort St. Pierre in Martinique and died in Paris January 19, 1829. She was buried in 

the cemetery at Picpus. Married [she was his last wife] at Versailles, February 26, 1763, to 

Claude Philippe II , Count of MONTBOISSIER-BEAUFORT-CANILLAC, lieutenant gen-

eral of the armies of the King who was elected, 26 March 1789, as member of the nobility to 

the States General, the Seneschal Clermont Ferrand.  He emigrated [to England] and died in 

London in 1797 and was buried in St. Pancreas church yard.   
REF: http://www.archive.org/stream/londonpastpresen03wheauoft/londonpastpresen03wheauoft_djvu.txt 

Uniforms of the Musketeers.  
  1. 1660 Louis XIV  

  2. 1727 Louis XV.  

  3. 1772 Lois XVI.  
  4. 1772 Louis XVI  

Flag of the 1st Company of the  

Musketeers of the Guard, 1715. 

Motto:Quo ruit et lethum - 

 To fall, there is death.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_XIII_of_France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light_cavalry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muskets
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infantry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavalry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_guard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancien_R%C3%A9gime
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_XVI_of_France
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The 'Hardy Tree,' in the old St. Pancras Churchyard.  

From St. Pancreas. Old Church. Wikipedia.   

 

 In 1866 the newly built Midland Railway cut through St. Pancras churchyard. At that 

time the novelist Thomas Hardy was a trainee architect employed to relocate graves for the 

reburial of corpses. However the tombstones around the tree have nothing to do with Hardy's 

work. They were taken from St. Giles Cemetery and left here in a dome shaped pile. An ash 

tree seeded itself and grew up through the gravestones, moving them upwards and growing 

over them as it did so.  

 

 The following record, written by his father, was found in a Reed family Bible. 

'Maurice Philippe of Montboissier -Beaufort de Canillac, born at Hampstead London, 28th 

October 1792. Son of Comte (Count) Maurice Philippe de Montboissier Beaufort de Canil-

lac, baptised in the Catholic faith. His birth record is also found in Herald's College Register 

1793 (# l115 last entry). Registered by French Aris tocrat, Maurice Philippe de Montboissier 

de Canillac. 'I certify that my first child, Maurice Philippe de Montboissier Beaufort de 

Canillac was born at Hampstead, in the County of Middlesex, on the twenty eighth day of 

October last (1792)  and baptized the 30th of the same month by Philippe Francoise D'Al-

bignac de Castlenau, Bishop of Angouleme, (now residing in Richmond in Surrey) who, like 

myself was compelled to quit France by a Decree of Legislative Assembly of that country.' 
 

  The fate young Maurice Philippe's (later known as James Reed)  parents is unknown. 

It is assumed that they returned to France at some stage, after his birth and were killed with 

other exiled nobles, fighting to reclaim their confiscated properties in France. In his parent's 

absence, young Maurice Philippe was left in the care of a trusted family servant. James later 

told his children the story of his origins and was apparently well educated, for he taught his 

children to sing 'Home Sweet Home' in Latin. He said that all he remembered of his family 

servant, was that he always carried a large black bag, in which James said he brought out his 

personal linen embroidered with coronets; and which presumably contained his personal pa-

pers that the servant had been told to guard.   

 

 He was escorted to school daily by his guardian, but at some time he gave his guardian 

the 'slip,' and ran away to sea, aged 12 - 14 years and stowed away on an English ship, 

which sailed shortly afterwards. He was found crying when the ship was attacked in the 

China seas. The captain, realising the boy's extreme youth, took him into his own personal 

care, tutoring him in English and taught him all he knew about seamanship - which was to 

become James's life career. The Captain of this ship, more or less adopted the boy, for he 

gave the boy his own name - James Reed. His parents, and for that matter the servant,  must 

have lived out the remainder of their days searching and grieving for their lost child.  
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  We know little of his many seafaring ventures, except that James Reed was on a 'Man 

'o' Wars,' having been a gunner on board the Triton, a 28-gun sixth-rate frigate and later he 

had  'cruised the South pacific in search of Sperm'  and was familiar with Raoul Island.  

 

BIOGRAPHY: ON THINGS HISTORICAL, by Pierre. 

The History of Raoul Island. Part Two. 

 

 Whaling came to the Kermadec Islands in the 1820's, after having been practised in 

the Australasian waters for some thirty years.  Polack reported that thirty ships were visible 

at one time from L'Esperance Rock in the south of the group. Not many sailors elected to 

live ashore and no attempt was made to introduce the 'bay' whaling shore establishments that 

flourished around the New Zealand coastline. The pohutukawa was invaluable for providing 

firewood for the shipboard processes of rendering down blubber, and the warmer climate 

and sea temperature at this latitude made the wet work of whaling a lot more pleasant. 

 

The frigate Triton. 

Painted by Nicholas Pocock in 1879,  

for Vice-Admiral James Gambier.   

Showing the Triton in three positions, sailing in a fresh breeze.  

National Museum London 

 

A letter from Ngaire Von Sturmer, 23rd August 1984: 

 'James Reed worked for two trading firms in Sydney as master on one of their  trading 

vessels. The first were the company of Berry & Wallstone-Craft, and master of one of Cap-

tain Randolph  Dacre' s ships...'  

 

 From 1825 to 1831 Captain Dacre traded between Australia and New Zealand, and it 

was around this time that James Reed first arrived in New Zealand, in the 1830's at about 36 

years of age, when he was in charge of the shore whaling-station at Te Awaiti,  Cloudy Bay 

in Queen Charlotte Sound. It was at Cloudy Bay that James Reed met and married a young 

Maori woman, a Chief's daughter, Ekaumoenga.  
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EKAUMOENGA'S Whakapapa  (ancestry). 

The wife of James Reed. 

 

 Lyn Chappell, explains that Ekaumoenga's name has been recorded in several different 

ways; the 'E' in front of the name being a form of address in Maori.  Ngaire Von Sturmer's  

research names her as 'Ekaumoenga.'  Joseph Cook, the husband of Eliza Reed, (James and 

Ekaumoenga's 4th daughter) was informant on some of the family death certificates. On 

Sarah Von Sturmer's death registration he names her as 'Mahanga,' on  James Reed jr's cer-

tificate, 'Ekahumaihanga.' Maureen Cooper names her 'Kahumahinga' and on some Tapui 

records, in Wellington's National Archives, she is known as 'Te Kahumahinga.' Ekau-

moenga's parents are named as Te Pukere and Takahui (f). Takahui is the 5th wife of Te 

Rauparaha, but Maureen Cooper believes that Paretona is Ekaumoenga's mother and has 

contributed it to the National Archives.  Lyn Chappell has unsuccessfully searched for re-

cords of Ekaumoenga's father, Te Pukere, reputed to have been of Ngati Awa, in all of Ngati 

Awa, plus Tuhoe records. 'A small contingent of Ngati Awa left Whakatane for Tauranga, 

around 1820, then sometime later, a group of Ngati Awa joined up with Te Rauparaha on 

the Ngati Raukawa and Ngati Toa tribal lands, at Maungatautari Mountain, near Cambridge. 

They stopped on the way at Okoki Pa in Taranaki, where Ekaumoenga was born circa 1810, 

then eventually continued south to Wellington.'  

 

 Inside the cover of James Reed's Bible, a short family tree has been recorded, giving 

the Montboissier-Beaufort-Canillac family as his fathers family, and also Paretona as Ekau-

moenga's mother. Paretona was the daughter of Kimihia and Waitohi, and was named after 

another 'Paretona' of earlier generation. Kimihia and Waitohi are also parents of Werawera 

(II), father of Te Rauparaha. Te Rauparaha's mother was Parekohatu.  Only five feet tall, Te 

Rauparaha was a fierce warrior and a cannibal, as was his father, Werawera, who was him-

self killed and eaten. Te Rauaparaha's two elder brothers were eaten by the Ngai Tahu, as 

'utu,' and all his life, Te Rauparaha had a fear of being eaten, but died, wrapped in his blan-

ket, in his own bed. By the end of his lifetime, through the influence of the missionaries, 

cannibalism died out.     

        (of Ngati Toa)  
         Kimihia = Waitohi (f) 
            _______|___________________________ 
         |                                                                          | 
Paretona II  (f) = Te Pukere (of Ngati Awa)    Werawera II = Waitaororangi (f) 
                     |                                                              | 
               Ekaumoenga                               Te Rauparaha  (of Ngati Toa)  
                    = James Reed 
  

Ekaumoenga's parentage found in the Auckland Museum Library; 

  'Whakapapa-Ekaumeonga_source,'  reference MS120: 

 

 Te Rauparaha and James Reed's wife, Ekaumoenga were first cousins. Ekaumoenga is 

believed to have been born at Okoki Pa, near Urenui, in Taranaki. Sometime prior to 1826, 

when she was still very young, her father Te Pukere, was drowned in a river crossing during 

one of the tribes 'hekes' [migrate or move] south. After her father's death, Ekaumoenga and 

her mother, Paretona, lived for a number of years at around Okoki Pa Urenui, New Ply-

mouth. Her mother died when she was about 16 years old, circa 1826, at Pipitea Pa (now 

Lampton Quay) Wellington, the tribe's seasonal fishing ground.  After her mother's death, Te 

Rauparaha (being Chief of the tribe, and related) made himself responsible for Ekau-

moenga's welfare, giving her away at her first wedding to James Reed and gifting her the 

dowry of slaves. There is another account where it is quoted that Te Rangihaeata - another 

cousin of Te Rauparaha, gave her the dowry and gave her away when she married, but this is 

not born out by Joseph Orchiston, or in letters written by Judge Von Sturmer, now held in 

Wellington National Archives. 
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The document reads:  

'Kaumoenga came as a mere child with her parents and lived at Pipitea Pa - About 1830 she  

married Reed, and lived with him at various places, Cloudy Bay, Queen Charlotte Sound - 

joined a whaling ship 'Cheviot,' and Captain Bateman married them. For a time they lived at  

Sunday Island, where children born. They returned to N.Z. in 1845 and Rev. Churton mar-

ried them and christened their children. They then lived at Stokes Point, where Reed and his 

wife died in Little Shoal Bay, Onepoto which is now Northcote.' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Te  Awaiti Whaling station in the Marlborough Sounds.   

By William Fox.  Jan. 1848.  

 Courtesy of Alexander Turnbull Library. B-113-015 

   

 In the 1820s the local Rangitane tribe were defeated by the NgǕti Toa chief, Te Rau-

paraha and by 1827, John Guard had established a shore station at Te Awaiti, at the northern 

end of Cloudy Bay, north of Kaikoura, for harvesting Southern Right whales, encouraged by 

Te Rauparaha and many Maori worked in them. Some Maori women married Pakeha whal-

ers, establishing a lucrative trade of supplies for muskets, thereby increasing Te Rau-

paraha's mana and military strength. 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Te Rangihaeata                                                 Te Rauparaha  

Images of Te Rauparaha and Te Rangihaeata  from New Zealand Electronic Text Centre. 

*Te Rangihaeata image is from 'The New Zealand Wars: A History of the Maori Campaigns 

and the Pioneering Period': Volume I (1845ï64) by James Cowan. 

*Te Rauparaha image is from 'The Southern Districts of New Zealand: a Journal, With Pass-

ing Notices of the Customs,' by Edward Shortland. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Te_Rauparaha
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Guard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_whales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mana
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/ShoSout-fig-ShoSoutP002b.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/ShoSout-fig-ShoSoutP002a.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/ShoSout-fig-ShoSoutP002a.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/ShoSout-fig-ShoSoutP002b.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/tei-Cow01NewZ.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/tei-Cow01NewZ.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/tei-ShoSout.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/tei-ShoSout.html
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 Dr. Arthur Saunders Thomson, NgǕhiraka's first husband, was collecting historic ma-

terial and old stories from Maori, for his book. Being the next door neighbour of  the Reed 

family, when they lived at Stokes Point, it is from them he would have got a first hand ac-

count of the exploits of their relative, Te Rauparaha. Dr. Thomson writes, 'This famous war-

rior....born between Maungatautari and Kawhia about 1769, fled to the south with his tribe 

in terror of Hongi in 1822; here he conquered and drove the scattered population away from 

both sides of the Cook Straits, and purchased fire arms and tobacco, and blankets from the 

sealers and whalers... Rauparaha was only known by Europeans when contaminated by vices 

and endowed with few of the virtues of civilisation; he was distinguished for skill, more than 

bravery in war and success gave to most of his actions the characteristics of genius. No man 

better knew how to instigate others to desperate deeds, without risking his own life; and 

such was his cunning, that for fifty years he eluded every danger, and ultimately died in his 

blanket at home. To rule rather than govern was his ambition; the society of whalers had 

given him a flattering tongue, and songs are still chanted, showing how well the people 

knew Rauparaha's whole life was one career of perfidious treachery.' 

 

 The Rev. Edward J. Wakefield came out to New Zealand in 1839 and on a visit to the 

Te  Awaiti whaling station, he met Dick Barrett. It was Sunday and some of the whalers 

were dressed in their Sunday best. Others worked. Wakefield in his narrative wrote: 'A large 

gang were busy at the try-works, boiling out the oil from a whale lately caught......The whole 

ground and beach about here were saturated with oil and the stench of the carcasses and 

scraps of whale flesh lying about in the Bay was intolerable...' 

 

 As the men stoked the furnace and stirred the reeking pots, one of them was asked if 

they always worked on Sunday? Contemptuously the worker had replied, 'Oh! Sunday. It 

never comes into this Bay!' 

  

 'The workers at these bay-whaling stations were not paid wages, they were paid in 

slops (loose fitting trousers; ready made clothing), spirits or tobacco. They were a bearded, 

unkempt mixture of runaway seamen, deserters, or escaped convicts of several nationalities. 

They could earn the equivalent of £35 wages during the season between May and October, 

while carpenters, blacksmiths and coopers (barrel-makers) were paid at the higher rate of 10/

- a day. The women at Cloudy Bay were from the Maori tribe of Kawhia, those in the 

Sounds were Ngati-awa. There were twenty five children at the whaling station, all part-

Maori.'  From 'Whaling In Early New Zealand,' by Anthony G. Flude.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try pot used at Weller Bros.   

(This pot used to sit just inside the upper entrance to Caroline Bay, Otago.  

Iron try-pots were used by whalers in the boiling down of blubber to produce whale oil. 
Photograph from : http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nzlscant/queries.htm  

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nzlscant/queries.htm


79 

 
SOUTH TO THE LEFT OF VENUS     Part 2     NGǔHIRAKA & JOHN REED 

REED'S SLAVES. 

A TRUE ROMANCE OF SUNDAY ISLANDS. 

THE FIRST FAMILY IN THE KERMADECS. 

By J.C.  

Auckland Star,  May 14 1927 

 

 The original story, narrated to James Cowan by Joseph Orchiston, husband of the 

Reed's grand-daughter, Harriett Annie Von Sturmer, daughter of Sara Von Sturmer, nee 

Reed, can be found at paperspast. To complete the story, extra illustrations and information 

have been added, from research done by Ngaire Von Sturmer, Margaret Collins and Lyn 

Chappell.  

 

 'This story of early days in the Kermadec Islands was told to me by an old friend, a 

man who had seen much of the rough and adventurous  life in New Zealand, while we stood 

on a Wellington street corner the other day. We had been talking of the tragic end of the lat-

est attempt to settle Sunday Island and recalling the many previous efforts to make a living, 

if not a fortune, out of that enticing, but grievously disappointing, island. Ninety-odd years 

ago there was a certain sea captain named James Reed, who cruised around the pacific in an 

English whaler, in search of the great sperm whale. On one of his voyages he chanced to call 

at Sunday Island. There was a niche in the cliffs at Denham Bay which passing ships used as 

a 'Post Office,' and ships often dropped in for wood and water. The inviting appearance of 

that green-wooded isle of silence and beauty remained in his memory, long after its heights 

had sunk beneath the horizon astern. About the year 1830, he was in charge of the shore at 

the famous whaling-station in Te Awaite Bay [Cloudy Bay] at Queen Charlotte Sound, just 

inside the passage that, in 1839, was named Tory Channel. Reed also visited Kapiti, the is-

land, stronghold of the great cannibal warrior Te Rauparaha and his nephew Lieutenant, Te 

Rangihaeata. About 1831 or 1832, at one or other of these places, the whale-hunter met a 

very handsome rangatira (Chiefly) girl, Ekaumoenga,  niece to Rangihaeata and Te Rau-

paraha. The two loved each other and James Reed sought her as his wife, to rove the seas 

with him, or to set up a home on shore at Te Awaiti onshore whaling-station, Cloudy Bay, 

Queen Charlotte Sounds, in the South Island of New Zealand....  
 

 Ship's captains, in those days had authority to perform marriages; the exact legal right 

has been a matter of argument, but, anyhow, they did perform the ceremony and both parties 

regarded themselves as well and truly churched, or next door to it. And the pair of lovers  

were married by a captain of Reed's acquaintance, Captain Bateman, of the ship Cheviot.  

However they came up an unexpected problem. Te Rangihaeata insisted that his niece must 

not go to her pakeha husband barehanded and servant-less. She must have slaves to attend to 

the necessary house-hold and cultivation duties that are beneath the dignity and the inclina-

tions of a chieftainôs family. So he presented the young wife and husband with a dozen 

slaves, men (and perhaps several women) captured in the wars against the South island 

tribes. Captain Reed's sails were taken aback by this gift of captive toilers. 'What the devil 

am I going to do with twelve slaves?' he asked. Then he remembered Sunday island, that 

Robinson Crusoe, No-man's Land, north away yonder in the sub-tropics. Why not take wife, 

and retainers to the island, waiting there for the first who would take it and make a home and 

build a little colony?  Capital notion!'   

 

Three children were born to the couple: 

*1832 Thomas James Reed born at Cloudy Bay, died on the whaler Seamander, 26/3/1849 

  1834 George Edward Reed born at Cloudy Bay, Queen Charlotte Sounds, died in 1845, 

   after the family returned to New Zealand in 1845. 

  1835 Charlotte Reed born at Cloudy Bay, Queen Charlotte Sounds. Died 5th August 1859, 

  at Northcote, of asthma, aged 24 years.  

* Information from Maureen Cooper. 
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Map of Sunday (Raoul) Island from 'Crusoe's of Sunday Island,' by Elsie K. Morton. 

The Bell family lived on the island from 1878 - 1911.  

James Reed and his family, with his 12 Maori workers, five of whom died, were on 

 Sunday Island (Raoul) from October 1836 -1854 more than 42 years earlier. 
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 'So, we find Captain James Reed sailing off with his  friend, Captain Bateman,  in the 

Cheviot, for the South Seas, with his wife, three young children, Thomas, George and Char-

lotte and the sturdy, tattooed retinue, to make a home in the volcanic island of the Ker-

madecs. James procured banana plants and oranges [the stock of these, he later said, he got 

from Pitcairn Island]. At Sydney he bought potatoes, kumara, taro, and many other kinds of 

vegetables and fruit and several goats to stock the Robinson Crusoe isle; and he, with all his 

people and belongings, were landed on Sunday island. Also six crew members of the Chev-

iot came ashore and disappeared into the hills, until their vessel had departed. The group sur-

vived mainly on fish, giant limpets, mutton birds and the hearts of cabbage trees while they 

awaited the maturing of their crops grown on several acres of cleared ground. James Reed 

later said that he found no sign of European occupation, except one pig, which was pre-

sumed to have been the survivor of some liberated by Captain Cook. The family established 

themselves at Denham Bay, the island's best landing place, despite its treacherous shores and 

dangerous surf. Fresh water was always obtainable from deep pools in the swamp, known as 

'the Lagoon,' with plenty of raupo growing nearby to make dwellings. The Maori workers 

would have been a great asset, in such circumstances. The island was seven miles long, by 

five miles wide, with sweeping terraces of brown sand hills, rocky cliffs and a beach set 

against a backdrop of dark forest clad mountains, 17,300 feet at its highest peek. The Po-

hutukawa (the New Zealand Christmas tree) blooms the whole year, in the subtropical cli-

mate. It has been said that anything (except potatoes) grow exceedingly well, in the temper-

ate climate. Reed was industrious and happy in his island home and 5 children where born to 

James and Ekaumoenga on Sunday Island and five of their slaves died. Over the years visi-

tors to the island have wondered about the old graves.'  

 

We can see, from the following extract, that the first six weeks nearly proved fatal. 

'Whaling Journal of Capt. W J Rhodes,' on the Barque Australian.  1836-1837. 

Dec 17 1836 Arrived at island and met James Reed, his N.Z. wife, three children, 2 Maori 

boys (the slaves) and 6 deserters off the 'Cheviot,' on Sunday Island. They all arrived 6 

weeks previous to this date. Intended to start a colony  and trade supplier to the whalers. 

The same ship returned the following year: 

Dec 13 1837 Back on Sunday Island. Family not doing well. Almost starving. Two slaves 

dead. Report of new settlers on the other side of the island; Daniel Baker, a ship's carpenter 

by trade, and his Samoan wife, both having recently arrived from Samoa. They later moved 

to West Bay and settled near Reed, building a substantial four room cottage (from raupo 

reed in the fresh water lagoon), complete with stone chimney and a large storehouse for stor-

ing potatoes, maize, yams, taro and kumara, preserved fish and mutton birds. Baker returned 

briefly to Samoa in 1842 and brought back a milking herd of goats.  

 

Harriet Anne Reed     born  Sunday Island August 6th  1837   (m. Menary)  

Sarah Kaohi Reed      born Sunday Island19th May 1839   (m. Von Sturmer)  

John Reed                  born  Sunday Island  8th May 1840   (m. NgǕhiraka) 

Eliza Reed                 born Sunday Island  24th April 1842   (m. Cooke)  

James Reed               born  5 Oct. 1859. Died 23 Nov. 1876. buried Mt. Victoria, Devonport.   

Alice Reed                born  5th May 1855 Northcote, N.Z. (m. Gee)  

William Reed born 1844 Sunday Island. Died 1908. Buried Wakapuaka Cemetery, Nelson. 

  

 The seasons went by and the Sunday island Colony became a pleasant picture of in-

dustry and fruitfulness. There were no rats there then, to destroy the crops, and the Reed's  

toilers raised food in abundance. Whale ships came to the island and lay-to off Denham Bay 

and bought supplies of vegetables, fruit,  corn and goat's meat, water and firewood. Then, in 

1845, when things were at their most prosperous stage, down came the thunder-bolt. It took 

the form of a terrible volcanic eruption. This was the first time the Sunday island volcano 

interrupted the peaceful life of pioneer settlers; the same catastrophe befell latecomers, in  

the fifties, and I think, writing from memory, the seventies. Heavy clouds of hot ash were  
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thrown out from the crater and a sulphurous gloom spread over the island. The Reed family 

were compelled to leave their home. They took refuge in a cave, on a point of the island, 

furthest away from the volcano and camped forlornly, wondering whether they would ever 

leave the place alive. Fortunately, the huge volume of smoke and steam rising from the vol-

cano was seen by a whaling vessel, the 'Montezuma,' which was some forty miles to the 

westward of the island. She bore down on it and sighted the Pakeha-Maori family. A boat 

was sent ashore and the distressed family where soon safe aboard ship. Reed's treasure was 

in the abandoned home. Obviously James Reed was a hardworking, thrifty man, with a la-

bour force of possibly a dozen slave Maori and had the business background from being a 

ship's officer in whaling. He went ashore with a boat's crew, to salvage his two boxes of 

gold in American dollars, which indicated a small fortune and left behind the smoking scene 

of desolation forever. James Reed departed with a family of five children born on the same 

shores, as did his neighbour, Baker. The whale-ship sailed for the Bay of Islands with the 

refugees, evicted by nature's rage, but fortunately not ruined, for there was the whaler's gold 

to make a new start in Maoriland. Reed's party by the way, numbered exactly the same as it 

did when he landed on the island. Five children had been born to the pair and five slaves had 

died. The whaling ship dropped anchor off Kororareka, Bay of Islands, just after Hone Heke 

had captured and sacked the settlement, in March 1845. So there was no landing there for 

the refugees from the Kermadecs.  

 

 Reed and his people came to Auckland and settled here. It is assumed that James felt 

that the marriage may not be accepted in European society, so they married again by being 

'properly churched,' at St Paul's Anglican Church, Symonds St, Auckland on their arrival 

back in New Zealand. After the second marriage ceremony, Ekaumoenga became known as 

'Agnes.' James Reed, bought a good deal of land at Stokes Point, on the northern side of the 

Waitamata harbour, and some of his descendants live there to this day.' 

 

'And how did you come to know all this?' I could not help putting the question to my friend 

who had narrated the story with so much precise detail.  

 

 'Well, you see,' he replied, "I got to know the Reeds rather well in the North in my 

younger days. In fact, I married one of the old Captain's daughters who was born on Sunday 

Island. She died thirty years ago. Another daughter married Mr. Von. Sturmer, who was 

magistrate and judge to the Native Land Court up Auckland way, many years ago. And there 

are others of the family still living at Auckland who can give, I have no doubt, stories of the 

settlement which I have forgotten.''   

  

  So, once more, James Reed had to start again, setting up a home and income for his 

family. What became of his slaves is unknown. Some of them may have continued to work 

with, or for him, or they may have returned to their own South Island whanau and sadly their 

new baby died, soon after they arrived. Within the first year of returning to New Zealand, he 

had an official, Christian marriage to Ekaumoenga. They were married, by Rev. Churton, on 

15th April, 1846 at St. Paul's Anglican Church, Symond's Street, Auckland. They also had 

their children christened. It appears from their marriage certificate that neither could write, 

which seems unusual, as James had been well educated as a boy. Then, James Reed pur-

chased land at Stoke's Point, on which to establish a home for his wife and family. The first 

priority was to build a whare, from raupo, similar to the one they had lived in at Sunday Is-

land. These Maori dwellings where warm and comfortable and the Reed family would have 

been used to the relative isolation and were experienced at being self sufficient. In their 

hasty exit from their island home there must have been many things that they regretted being 

unable to bring, like seeds and pips from their prized vegetables and fruit to start their new 

orchard. 'Waste not want not.' was the motto of the day. Every fruit stone was planted and 

there was an abundance of fish in the beautiful harbour, but it would have been a struggle 

until their garden got established.  
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 Ekau's Maori heritage would have come to the fore as the family collected and pre-

pared flax which grew in abundance at nearby Lake Pupuke and  deftly wove kete (baskets) 

and other utilitarian objects needed in their new home. A large grove of karaka 

(Corynocarpus laevigatus) on the northern side of the lake could be harvested for both me-

dicinal (leaves) and food (berries) purposes. The children explored their new environment, 

swimming and playing happy and free, but school was an altogether new experience for 

these free spirits!  

  St. Paul's Church in Symonds Street was the garrison church for Fort Britomart. Built 

in 1841 to serve all of Auckland, it was demolished in 1883,  after the fort and the promon-

tory where it stood, were razed to use as fill for reclamation of the Auckland waterfront. The 

hill is already being quarried away in the photograph. Source unknown. 
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HISTORY OF NORTHCOTE. 

 By the time of European settlement in Auckland around the 1840s, the pa of the North 

Shore were mostly unoccupied, and those few that had occupants were later abandoned, 

largely due to the sale of  the North Shore during the Mahurangi purchase. (Thermatic Re-

view Report)  
 

 During his lifetime, accountant and historian George Graham (1874-1952) recorded 

much of the Maori history of Auckland. Graham lived near the southern end of Northcote 

Point in the early 1900s. ''Onewa Pa on the Point,'' as Graham described it, was in early 

times a fortified village, palisaded and entrenched. Maori fished in the bays and gathered 

berries and roots from nearby forests. The oldest known inhabitants of the district were 

Ngati Tai, who in ancient times suffered severely from raids of Ngati Whatua and in about 

1650, of Ngati Paoa. Ngati Whatua then conquered the whole of the Auckland isthmus. 

Onewa was attacked again and again and in about 1740, the remnants of the Ngati Tai tribe 

were driven out. Ngati Paoa took over Onewa's Ngati Tai villages, but were driven back by 

Ngati Whatua. Gradually, the remnants of Ngati Tai returned in the early 19th century to 

their old villages at Onewa. After the musket wars of the 1820s and early 1830s, peace re-

turned to the Auckland area. A few Ngati Tai, with their last chieftain Heteraka Takapuna, 

continued to live at Onewa for some years.   

 

LITTLE SHOAL BAY 

 In pre-colonial times, there were waahi tapu (sacred sites), kainga (villages), canoe 

landing sites and gardens associated with the historic settlement of Awataha. Maori used the 

tidal area to fish and gather shellfish. Maori Track runs from the top of Council Terrace to 

the Scout Den. From 1902 until the 1950s, the land was occupied by the Birkenhead and 

Northcote Gas Company gasworks. A wharf, its wall still there today, was built to enable 

barges to bring in the coal. The manager lived in the last house on the right in Council Ter-

race and residents could pay their bills at the office at the top of the road. The site became a 

public reserve in the late 1990s.  

By Dinah Holman 
 

NORTHCOTE PIONEERING DAYS 

THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS 

 

 In the early days the great importance of Stokes  was the fact that it was the gate 

to the North and the nearest point to Auckland. The first auction of the land on the 

North Shore occurred on September 18th, 1843 and included 70 sections at North shore 

(later Stokes Point and Northcote).  

 

*James Reed bought the first piece of land on Stokes Point, above the Gasworks. 

 

 Subsequent auctions and sales took place and by 1850, there were a number of 

settlers. They crossed the harbour by rowing, or sailing, and it was not until February 

1854, that a regular ferry service, subsidised by Auckland Provincial Government, was  

established and run by Mr. James Reed, of Stokes Point. The ferry was an open sailing 

boat, with a two man crew, accommodating 20 or more passengers.  

 

 In 1855 the Provincial Government paid subsidies to J. Reed (for Stokes Point 

ferry) and to D. O'Connor and W. Nicholson (great - grandfather of the McFetridge 

Brothers) for the Shoal Bay ferry, erecting a wharf at 'Patsy Heath's Point' in the fol-

lowing year.  

Northcote Golden Jubilee  1908 - 1958 
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 On 5 January 1854 the Auckland Provincial Government called for tenders for an open 

ferry boat service to include Northcote Point, Shoal Bay (via the tidal creek by Barry's  

Point) and Devonport (via the sand spit at the bottom of Victoria Road), and subsidised this 

service to 1865.  The boats used were four oared whaleboats, but a cargo boat could also be 

hired as necessary. The subsidized ferry service from Stokes Point was operated by James 

Reed and could accommodate about 20 passengers. John Reed lived in a whare on land adja-

cent to Little Shoal Bay (next to the Gas works). (Elisa) Mary Reed the only child of John 

and NgǕhiraka  Reed, was born five months after her father died.  

 

 Flax was also in abundance around the lake Pupuke. This essential commodity for 

Maori was used in clothing and in the manufacturing of many utilitarian  objects. It is likely 

that a large grove of karaka (Corynocarpus laevigatus) on the northern side of the lake was 

harvested for both medicinal (leaves) and food (berries) purposes. Lake Pupuke (Pupuke 

Moana) was a valued resource for Maori, not only as a fresh water supply but also because 

of the diversity of resources on offer. Here they harvested freshwater eels (tuna) and mus-

sels, captured birds and undertook food preparation. Flax also grew in abundance around the 

lake.  Lake Pupuke was one of a number of water sources, including, rivers, wells and rain-

water, that provided fresh water for the early settlers of the North Shore, but with population 

growth came the need for a reticulated water supply. Lake Pupuke was an obvious source of 

fresh water for the people of the surrounding area. 

 
 

Sara Von Sturmer (nee Reed)        Alice Gee (nee Reed)     Eliza Cook (nee Reed) and child.   

Photographs courtesy of Lyn Chappell.   

 
An extract from:                         NORTHCOTES PAST 

Early Settlers to Northcote. 

Published by Northcote Borough Council 1981/2 

JAMES REED: The site of his first home was on the property now owned by Mrs. Har-

rod, between Church Street and the Gasworks beach, Little Shoal Bay. Old residents 

remember *two graves, planted with snow drops on the flat above the Gas Works. 

These have long ago disappeared. The Gas company used to use this as a garden.  

 

From Northcote Public Library: This property is 5 Council Terrace. It was purchased by 

a Mr. & Mrs. Kirk from Mrs. Harrod. It is now two flats: No 5 Council Terrace - Mr. 

and Mrs. Tonks; N0. 5A Council Terrace - Mr. & Mrs. G.R. Kirk. 

 

* One is probably the grave of NgǕhiraka and Dr. Thomson's baby, Mary, who wasn't 

baptised and therefore could not be buried in a consecrated church cemetery.  
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*The map above was possibly the one drawn on pig skin, which originally belonged to sis-

ters Rehutai and Fay Gundry, but has since been lost. Ian Squires remembered seeing it as a 

boy. 
 

James Reed was the first settler at Stokes 

Point, Northcote, on Auckland's North 

shore. Their  home was on the rise above 

the Gas Works, at what is now 5 Council 

Terrace. Their next door neighbour, Dr. 

Thomson and his common-law wife, NgǕ-

hiraka's property (indicated) was nearby.  

 

Courtesy of Lyn Chappell.   
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The Reed family home.  

5 Council Terrace Stokes Point circa 1892.  

Far right: Ignatius Gee, husband of Alice Reed, youngest daughter of James Reed and Ekau-

moenga. Ignatius's son is 3rd child from right.  

Courtesy of Lynn Chappell. 
 

James Reed (Maurice Phillipe de Montboissier) died aged 84 years, was buried on 13th Oc-

tober 1876 at a cemetery on Mt. Victoria, Albert Road, Devonport Auckland. Plot 019.  

The older graves are no longer identifiable.  
 

From a family history website.  
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Chapter 14 

 NGǔHIRAKA  
 and  

     Captain JOSEPH BOND KENNEDY 
Third husband of NgǕhiraka.  
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NgǕhiraka Kennedy.  

By the American Photo Company circ 1889.  
Courtesy Tairawhiti Museum Gisborne.  

 

 The family are greatly indebted to her husband Capt. Joseph Kennedy, who had the 

forethought to deposit the negative of NgǕhiraka's photograph in the Tairawhiti Museum 

Gisborne, where it had been stored in the Archives, forgotten, for more than 100 years. Each 

of her daughters had been given a gold locket with this photograph inside. Many have been 

lost, but the one given to Harriet is still in the family. The American Photo Company 
opened a studio in Gisborne in McKee's Buildings, Gladstone Road - July 1910 to 
March 1919, which suggests this photograph was taken in their Auckland Studio on 
the occasion of Kateruri/Katarina Takoto Gundry's marriage to George Matchitt,  
June 22nd 1889. 
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Joseph Bond Kennedy. 

Colourization courtesy of Mark Alexander Phillips. 

NgǕhiraka learned dressmaking from he time at mission school.  

Captain. Joseph Kennedy's jacket is home made.  

 

 

 * Left: Notice the weight of the greenstone earring in NgǕhiraka's pierced ear. This 

earring is still in the family. It was worn by one of her daughters, Kate Kennedy, on her 

wedding day. She was married after her mother, NgǕhiraka died and it would have been of 

great sentimental value to her.  
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NGǔHIRAKA  (EMA) WOOD  
Born 1838. 

 

  On some Birth, Marriage and Death certificates her third husband, Joseph Bond Ken-

nedy, recorded his wife NgǕhiraka's date of birth as the same year as his, 1842, because her 

actual date of birth had never been precisely known and it was 'near enough.'  This is defi-

nitely incorrect, because her father, Commander James Wood, H.M.S. Buffalo, was first in  

New Zealand from September 1837, until 30th June 1838. 'Tuesday 19h September 1837. 

Anchored in the  Bay Of Islands NEW ZEALAND.'  Masters Log H.M.S. Buffalo. Public 

Record Office No 3066. Transcribed by Jill Kemp 2005.  

   

 NgǕhiraka was the daughter of the English Commander Wood  (H.M.S. Buffalo and 
later H.M.S Tortoise) and Matarena Waitangi Rangiwhiuwhiu, from ǽpǾtiki, a Chief in her 

own right, and the wife of Chief Takoto Waimua. 

 

 We know little about NgǕhiraka's  early life, but she would have been brought up in a 

traditional Maori environment at ǽpǾtiki, in her formative years, fluent in her natural lan-

guage and with the privileges that came with being of a chiefly line. The years after the mis-

sionaries came to ǽpǾtiki were years of peace and plenty. It is very likely that her father, 

Commander James Wood from H.M.S. Buffalo,  made arrangements with the missionaries 

to have his daughter attend mission school, as he would have considered it 'his Christian 

duty' to do so. The Commander would have remunerated the mission with Barter goods, 

such as Bibles, which he would have arranged to be sent to them from England. Whatever 

the circumstances, it is definitely known that her half sister Kateruri/Katerina Takoto, at-

tended Rev. Wilson's Mission school at Hikutaia, ǽpǾtiki, which was near the present day 

golf course and have the their own personal testimony that both girls were later sent to mis-

sion school in Auckland.  

 

 NgǕhiraka was married John Reed in a Christian church. She was a skilled seamstress 

and several of her grandchildren clearly recall seeing her beautiful needlework. Needlework 

was taught to many Maori girls by missionaries' wives, while the girls listened to the reading 

of Scriptures. Later in life NgǕhiraka ran her own home as a European and would have had 

to have been familiar with European living to do so.  

 

 Although she attended mission school she could not write, signing with a mark 'X' on 

her Marriage Certificate and Will. She may have been Dyslexic. NgǕhiraka has been de-

scribed as 'being of light skin and blue eyes and had a tattoo, 'TǕ moko', on her chin.  

 

 'Maori woman of high rank had their lower lip tattooed, as the lip and chin tattoo be-

longed only to the eldest. All four sisters would have had mana (prestige) around their lives, 

because Matarena, their mother, was a chief and also because of the different fathers and the 

mana they held. Matarena was given to a high ranking officer of her Majesty Queen Victo-
ria's Admiralty, so that a child of high prestige could be born. This is the way of  the Maori 

and it has been a similar way for the high society Europeans.'   

Courtesy of  Dion Tilley   

 

 Oral history from various branches of the family all refer to NgǕhiraka as a 'Maori  

Princess.'  Her 'TǕ moko'  (tattoo) can be seen on her bottom lip, chin and eyelids. She knew 

the meaning of each line, according to her first common law husband, Dr. Arthur Thomson. 

She would have had lines on her breasts and running around her waist, according to the de-

scription given by her husband, Dr. Thomson, in his book.  
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Cuts, which bled profusely, were chiselled into the skin with a sharp instrument of 

bone.  Dyes  made from  a  mixture of water or fat, mixed with ground charcoal from either 

Rimu, Kauri or Kapara trees. Sometimes burned dog excrement, or caterpillars were used 

instead of charcoal. This mixture was rubbed into the incision, leaving a blue colour under 

the reddish transparency of the skin tissue.  The recipient was not permitted to wash her face 

or look at herself for a week. The process was so painful that sometimes it was necessary to 

sip liquid through a hollow reed. It was not uncommon for the wounds to become infected 

and some died. Once healed, the tattoo, or 'Te Moko' was worn with pride and showed that 

she was ready to adopt the responsibilities of womanhood and establish a family of her own.  

  

There was a saying, "You may loose your house and treasures, but your Moko can-

not be deprived of you except by death, it will be your ornament and companion until your 

last day." It was usual to do the upper lip on a separate occasion as it was too painful a proc-

ess to endure at one time.  

 

Tattooing was later done with metal chisels or done using a needle but it is likely 

NgǕhiraka had her tattoo done with  a bone chisel, the tip made from bird or rat bone similar 

to the one pictured here in the following photograph of a very old and  rare, bone tattooing 

tool, with bird bone chisel tip. The chisel tip was attached to the intricately carved handle. 

To have survived centuries of years of use, without the aid of modern adhesives is a marvel 

of craftsmanship. This implement would be hundreds of years old and would have been a 

taonga (treasure) of sacredness,  owned by a Tohunga or Priest. 

 

A very old, sacred and rare, bone tattooing tool.   

The flax binding, attaching the bird beak, which was used as a cutting implement, 

 is still tightly secure after centuries, which demonstrates the skill and craftsmanship  

of ancient Maori, as does the intricate carving on the bone handle.  

Courtesy of William Hastie. 

ðð 

  Maori Race In New Zealand 

By Augustus Hamilton 

Names of lines used in Tattooing Women. 

 

Hotiki  - Tattooing forehead                                      Whakatehe  - Lines on chin 

Takitaki - Lines between breast and navel                 Hopehope - Lines on thighs 

Tu-tatua -  Lines around waist 2 - 2½   inches wide.  Kawe - Four lines each side of the chin. 

Motoi -  Ear ornament of greenstone. 
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 A 'Moko (tattoo) was usually done when a young woman reached puberty. In the nine-

teen century this was restricted to women of high birth and denoted person's of rank, being 

done only with the consent of the tribal elders. It was a very painful and sacred (tapu) cere-

mony, done in a specially erected outdoor shelter where the Tohunga could concentrate on 

the day long process, reciting a karakia (song) similar to the one famous tattooist, Poata, 

learned from his elders and which dated back to 'the old days.'  

From Moko. By Michael King. Pages 56  - 57. 

 

'He ngarahu tapu taku ngarahu 

Nau e I'o o Tikitiki-o-Rangi 

Tenei o pia, tenei o taura 

He iho nui, he iho roa 

He iho taketake ki a koe e I'o e 

Puritia I te ioio nui, I te ioio o te pukenga 

 I te ioio o te hiringa wananga tipua 

 I te wananga ariki, I te wananga atua 

No te uruuru matua! Ki a koe e I'o  

Matua e! e Ruatau! 

E Tane-te-waiora, e! 
 

My ash is sacred ash  

From you, I'o of Tikitiki -o-Rangi 

These are your elementary students, these are your more advanced students; 

The sacredness is great, the sacredness is extensive, 

The sacredness is fundamental to you, I'o, 

Held together with large strands, strands of knowledge, 

The strands of unique mystical knowledge, 

The lore of paramount chiefs, the lore of gods 

Derived from the heavens, 

From the ancient source, from the special source, 

From the main source! to you, I'o,  

To you the Father! To you Ruatau! 

To you Tane, Provider of Good Health.'  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
A close up of  NgǕhiraka's 'TǕ moko' which was derived from the Ruru (Morepork).  

Only her bottom lip was tattooed  and a line on each of her eye lids -  (like eye liner).  

She would have had other moko on her thighs,  lower back, waste, or breasts. 

Courtesy of Dion Tilley. 

 

Pupil 

 

Beak 
 

Outline of 

Body 

 

Eye  

Derived from The 

Ruru (Morepork) 
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 When her 1st 'husband' Arthur Saunders Thomson died, NgǕhiraka and her children 

were the sole beneficiaries of his Will, which should have left her a wealthy woman. But 

tragically, half - Maori women had no rights at that time. His appointed Executors sold her 

land to support his children, who were taken from her and she was forced to leave her home.  

   

 Two years after Dr Thomson's death, NgǕhiraka married her bachelor neighbour, John 

Reed, who was a few years younger than she and they lived in a whare on the water's edge 

on the North shore where he was building a boat. Of course, once NgǕhiraka married John 

Reed the Executors of Dr. Arthur Saunders Thomson's Will no longer had any obligation to 

support her. She soon became pregnant, but, sadly John caught Scarlet Fever and died before 

their baby was born. Sometime after John Reed's death and the birth of their daughter, 

(Eliza) Mary Reed, NgǕhiraka moved to Fort Street with her child, but she kept close ties 

with the child's grand parents, James and Ekaumoenga, on the North shore.  

 

 Fort Street was then on the waterfront of the bustling town of Auckland and an idyllic 

place to live on the waters edge, with the view of Rangitoto Island and the sparkling waters 

of the Waitamata harbour on her doorstep. Canoes laden with produce arrived regularly, 

along with the numerous coastal trading ships. Joseph Bond Kennedy, took regular coastal 

trading runs between Gisborne and Auckland and probably knew NgǕhiraka from about 10 

years old, when he first visited the Poverty Bay area, as a cabin boy. Now a Captain himself, 

Joseph Kennedy visited Auckland harbour so frequently that he received a Pilot's Exemption 

Certificate, authorising him to pilot his own vessel when entering Auckland harbour.                               

Fort Street, Auckland  
 

Fort Steet Auckland  
K. Burcher (Artist), Charles Heaphy (Related Artist)  

Auckland Art Gallery Toi o TǕmaki, gift of the Hon E Mitchelson, 1915  
ððððððð  

*Fort Street was originally called 'Fore street', being on the foreshore.  

  

https://www.aucklandartgallery.com/explore-art-and-ideas/artist/217/k-burcher
https://www.aucklandartgallery.com/explore-art-and-ideas/artist/1505/charles-heaphy
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Joseph Kennedy's  Pilot's Exemption Certificate. 

for  entering Auckland harbour. 

     Courtesy of Sharman Orr  

  

 Being so often in Auckland, it would seem feasible that Captain Joe may have rented a 

'bolt hole' in Fort street to use while he sorted cargo. Perhaps he employed the newly wid-

owed NgǕhiraka as his house keeper, where she could live right on the edge of the inner har-

bour of Auckland, on the sparkling Waitamata, with her young child. Whatever the circum-

stances, it was not too long before Joseph Bond Kennedy was courting the beautiful widow. 

When their son Edward Henry Bond Kennedy was born, in 1868, the family address was 

given as Fort Street. There is an old saying that 'a man's gifts go before him,' and in the early 

1870's an opportunity presented itself to go into business in Gisborne with George Read and 

the family moved to Gisborne. There was further heartache when their two month old baby 

daughter, Margaret, died and was buried at the Hirini Street Cemetery in Gisborne. People 

would have assumed them to be married. Five years later they officially married at the Reg-

istrar's Office in Auckland on 15th April, 1873. NgǕhiraka signed with an 'X.' However, on 

one of their children's birth certificates on which Joseph Kennedy was the informant and he 

wrote that they married in Auckland on 15th June 1865!  

 

 Joseph Bond Kennedy was a self made man, having run away to sea at 9 years old and 

working on sailing vessels trading along the coast of New Zealand and as far a field as Aus-

tralia. Through many a terrifying storm, or with the sun on his back, feeling the thrill of the 

wind in the sail, the creaking boards beneath his feet while powering through the waves, 

wind in his hair and salt on his lips, it would have been an exhilarating experience. No doubt 

at times he saw the wonders of spouting whales, enjoyed the company of leaping dolphins, 

spectacular sun rises and sunsets and the beautiful bush clad coastline and familiar moun-

tains of New Zealand. This young boy grew into a man with the call of the sea in his blood.  

Through the discipline of hard work he learned the skills of sailing, under the stern hand and 

rough tongue of many an 'old salt,' until he saved enough money by the age of 18 years to 

become skipper of his own vessel. There is many a hair raising yarn he could have and no 

doubt did, tell.  Under provocation he is known to have yelled at his own son, 'I will get the 

cat o nine tails to you, boy,' a  sentiment he in turn shared with his own son! Captain Joe be-

came renowned as a keen, honest business man, strong and hard working.  



96 

 
SOUTH TO THE LEFT OF VENUS  Part 2  NGǔHIRAKA & JOSEPH BOND KENNEDY 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAGES OF GISBORNE HISTORY 

Poverty Bay Herald Vol. XXV111 - ISSUE 9167 

8th June 1901 

----------- 

EARLY REMINISCENCES 

By Captain Joseph Bond Kennedy 

 

You were good enough to express the opinion that a statement of my early ex-

periences in this part of the colony would prove of some interest to the readers. Owing 

to my Log having been destroyed by fire I am not able to give many dates, which I 

should like to furnish, but I will recall my impressions and state them to the best of my 

ability. 

 

 I will begin by saying that I first came to Poverty Bay as a boy in 1852 in a cut-

ter called The Fly, owned and commanded by Captain Kane, late of Oamaru. The Fly 

was a vessel of 21 tons register, and we were bound from Lyttleton to Melbourne via 

the East Coast ï calling at the coast with a view of purchasing a cargo of produce to suit 

the Melbourne market and our first port of call was Poverty Bay. On arrival we were 

towed into the Turanganui River by two whaleboats manned by natives. Our vessel was 

drawing 9 feet of water, and as far as my recollection serves me, we came over the bar 

and into the river without touching. The principal settler was named Benny Harris. His 

occupation was that of trader. There was a mission station at the big river, at a place 

called Tohanga. The missionary operations were, at that time, conducted by Bishop 

Williams, father of the present Bishop of Waiapu.  

 

The traders lived principally on their business with the natives, who grew large 

quantities of wheat, and a small amount of maize. They also produced flax fibre. Pigs 

were plentiful. On both sides of the river there were native settlements, extending from 

where the Gisborne freezing works now stand and from Waikanae up to the second 

bend of the Waimata river, which is now called Harris Point. The Maoris were very nu-

merous. There was no other white settler other than Harris where Gisborne now stands. 

He had a store just about where the Loan and Mercantile Co's store is. 

 

On the Gisborne side of the river bank where the Court and Post Office are, 

there was a large enclosure of a Maori Pa. The posts of the enclosure where all carved 

in the old-fashioned Maori style. It was called Rawiri's Pa. The land on which Gisborne 

is now built was covered with Ti-tree, fern and Toitoi. On the river bank where Mr. 

Bullôs gardens are, there was clump of Kaikatea trees, and that place was called Rua-

kaikatea.  There were some settlers at the Big river and at Makaraka. The Kaiti hill was 

wooded, the bush coming well down to the beach. The bush consisted principally of 

Ngaio, Karaka, Kohe, and Kowhai.  

 

 The Captain of the Fly, finding that he could not get a cargo suitable for the Mel-

bourne market, sailed back to Lyttleton, via the East Cape. We touched at several places 

along the way up. The captain traded with the natives himself. He bought wheat and 

potatoes from the natives and pork and bacon from the settlers. The principal trader on 

the coast, at that time, was a Portuguese named Menuel. It was from him we purchased 

our cargo. The produce was paid for in trade, namely clothing, blankets, prints, shirts, 

tobacco and rum.  

 

 On our way back to Lyttleton, we touched at Mahia, which was then a whaling 

station. The station was established at Long Point, in the Hawkes Bay. It was one of the  
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biggest whaling stations on the coast of New Zealand. This enterprise was chiefly 

supported by Auckland merchants, Captain Salmon, Captain Ellis, and Mr. W.S. Gra-

ham being the leading men. I may remark here that Tuahine Point, at the north end of 

the Bay, near Gisborne, was also a whaling station, and one of the proprietors was a 

European named Billy Brown, who has several children and grandchildren now living 

in this district.  

 

We returned to Lyttleton, discharged our cargo, and made another trip up the 

Coast, calling at Mahia and then Poverty Bay. On coming into the River Turanganui 

the second time we anchored in the middle of the river abreast of the end of the new 

wharf extension just made by the Harbor Board. We swung our anchor and never 

grounded. We lay here a few days, and then continued our voyage up the Coast, fi-

nally taking our departure for Melbourne. The natives at that time were far more nu-

merous along the East Coast than they are now. Take for example Tokomaru Bay. On 

the north end of that bay there was a pa with a population of at least 1,000. Today you 

can scarcely see a vestige of the pa. The pa was built on a stony point, and the stones 

were piled up to prevent the sea from encroaching on the whares. All traces of the 

stone embankment have now disappeared, The same remark as to the large native 

population of Tokomaru applies to other places along the Coast. 

 

I did not again see Poverty Bay until 1859. I was at that time a sailor before 

the mast on the Cutter Planet, owned and commanded by Captain Read. When we 

came into the river in 1859 we brought up abreast of Captain Read's store, which was 

situated just about the centre of where the Freezing Works are. Captain Read's dwell-

ing house was also on that spot. In that short period of time - between 1852 and 1859 

- the natives on both sides of the river had diminished in numbers. Where they had 

gone I cannot say.  Captain Read traded largely with the natives. He was connected in 

business with Benny Harris. They were partners in the Kaiti run. The run included the 

Kaiti hill and the flats as far as Wainui beach. It was stocked with sheep and cattle.  

 

Some time before 1859 a man called Yankee Smith established a store at 

Makaraka and at the mouth of the Turanganui river Captain Read was, as I have indi-

cated, the principle trader in the place, he having bought out Smith's interest in the 

stores at Makaraka and Turanganui River. Mr. John Harvey, of Read's Quay, was 

then a trader at the Big River. He has been 53 years in the Bay, and has never, I be-

lieve, left it.  From 1859 to 1861 I continued visiting the Coast as one of the crew of 

the vessels trading to these ports. The names of the vessels were Surprise Cutter, Cap-

tain Brand and the Arcadian Schooner, Captain Forester. I then shipped a brig called 

Gil Blas, which made a trip from Auckland to Melbourne, and back again. We lost 

our Commander Captain Wedgewood, when going into Melbourne heads. He and two 

passengers and the man at the wheel were washed overboard and drowned. His death 

was all the more painful by the fact that he had only been married some six months 

and his young wife was accompanying him on this voyage.  

 

On returning to Auckland I took command of a vessel called the Queen, 

owned by Captain Read. She was a topsail schooner and was built in Auckland for 

the purpose of carrying the missionaries along the coast. Until the Waikato war broke 

out, Captain Read only possessed half an interest in her. He then became sole owner. 

I commanded the vessel for 13 years, trading steadily along the coast between Pov-

erty Bay and Auckland with sheep, cattle and produce. We were the mail boat, and 

carried passengers, making a trip once a fortnight between Poverty Bay and Auck-

land.  
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During these years Poverty Bay was slowly increasing in population and im-

portance. In the early days, as I said, the natives grew quantities of wheat, and I may 

mention that there was as much as 10,000 bushels taken away in one shipment in a 

brig chartered by Captain Read. She loaded at the Big River, Murewai and the Turan-

ganui river. The cargo was taken off by her whale boats.  

 

During the thirteen years I was in command of the Tawera trading between 

Poverty Bay, the East Coast and Auckland, the war broke out on the East Coast. It 

was about the year 1865. During the hostilities in Poverty Bay, on several occasions, I 

saw people brought wounded from Waerenga-a-hika [about 5 miles northwest of Gis-

borne] and that neighbourhood. There was one case worthy of a special mention, 

namely, Lieut. Ross. He had been struck by a bullet on the bridge of the nose. The 

bullet passed through his head, and came out at the back of the neck, and strange to 

say he lived notwithstanding the terrible injury. He is still alive and now resides in  

ǽpǾtiki.  

 

I may mention that the first news of the outbreak was taken to Napier by my 

vessel, the Tawera. Some three years later the massacre took place. It is unnecessary 

for me to refer at any length to that unhappy event, for it has now become part of the 

history of the Colony, except perhaps to say that Te Kooti landed at Whareongaonga, 

about three miles south of Young Nick's head. He landed at Tuahine Point, or any-

where this side of the bay, no European would have lived to tell the tale. On the night 

of the massacre my vessel was aground on the bar at the mouth of the Turanganui 

River. We were bound for Auckland. We had been there for two tides on the bar. 

 

 On that eventful night it happened to be clear and starlight. It was full tide at 

3 a.m., but in the early part of the previous day I came ashore and called at Captain 

Read's house on business connected with the vessel. When leaving the ship I saw cer-

tain lights along the bay. There was a fire on Young Nick's Head and another at the 

mouth of the Big River. They were beacon lights used by the Natives as signals, and 

they were answered by a fire along the beach near the mouth of the Awapuni lagoon. 

When I was speaking with Captain Read I mentioned these fires to him, and said that 

I thought Te Kooti was somewhere in the vicinity of the Bay. He also had misgivings 

about the matter, and was inclined to think that Te Kooti was near at hand. I left him 

and went aboard the Tawera to wait for full tide. He said it looked like a house burn-

ing. We started to heave the vessel off at 2 o'clock, and at 3 a.m. the vessel floated, 

and I sent a man aloft to loose the topsails. He reported a fire in the direction of Pipi-

whaka bush. However, there being nothing definite to warrant our remaining any 

longer, we weighed anchor and sailed on our voyage for Auckland. The wind was 

light south-east, and veered to north-east as we got out of the bay. 

 

About 11 a.m. we saw the topsail schooner commanded by Captain Trimmer 

hoisting her flags. She had left the bay about the same time we did.  It was along time 

before we could understand the signals. At first we thought that she had sprung a 

leak. We were several miles to windward of her, and squared away and bore down on 

her. As soon as we got close to her she squared away also, and came back to the bay 

with a whaleboat in tow. The whaleboat then left her and came to us with Captain 

Read. He told us the dreadful news, and we immediately ran back and arrived off the 

river at 2 in the afternoon.  Captain Read went ashore and arranged that those Europe-

ans who wished to go to Napier should proceed there in the Tawera, and those who 

wanted to go to Auckland were to go in Captain Trimmer's vessel. For the moment I 

have forgotten the name of his ship [Success].  
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Captain Read built two small jetties within the river at Gisborne and for many years 

Joseph Kennedy was  sailing master for him. In 1868 the infamous Te Kooti was terrorizing 

many communities. An early account reads: "The news of the shocking raid upon Ma-

tawhere by Te Kooti and his band of assassins on 10 November 1868, reached the settlement 

of Turanganui (Gisborne). On the previous afternoon, the coastal trading ship Success, skip-

pered by Captain John Trimmer, had been lying in the Turanganui river taking on cattle 

from the Waerenga-a-Hika mission property for delivery to Mr Clark at Tauranga in the Bay 

of Plenty. Alongside her a schooner named  the Tawera, skippered by Captain Joe Kennedy, 

had been lifting a cargo of produce for Auckland. Both had become stuck on a sandbar as 

they attempted to leave the river. Early in the morning of the raid, according to Captain Joe 

Kennedy, the sky was clear and star-lit. A sailor, loosening the sails aloft, noticed a fire in 

the direction of the Pipiwhako Bush (to the south of Matawhero) and nothing seemed to 

arouse suspicion. Both vessels soon got free on the morning tide. As it became advisable to 

evacuate the women and children, Captain READ obtained a whaleboat with a volunteer 

crew comprising of W. W.  Smith, M. Hall, R. Parkhouse, J. Brooking  and C. Smale, set off 

to overtake the Schooners, Success and Tawera, which had left the river only a few hours 

before. Rowing for several hours, at 11am off Whangara, they caught sight of the Success. 

Captain Trimmer at once turned back. The Tawera was 8 miles further north. To attract Cap-

tain Kennedy's attention, Captain Trimmer lit some tow in a tin producing a dense pall of 

smoke and Kennedy, thinking the Success to be on fire, sailed back and taking the whale-

boat in tow returned by late afternoon to Turanganui. At 6 pm they sailed for Napier with 

many women and children safely aboard. Captain Read went along to impress the authorities 

in Napier of the dire necessity for reinforcements. Her passengers included: Mrs. W. Parker, 

five children and a servant, Mrs. Robb and three children, Mrs. Blair, Mrs. Poulgrain's chil-

dren (3) George Williams, Mrs. G.G. Mill and two children, R. Thelwell, Mrs. R. Shearer, 

Mrs. Young, Dan  Munn, Mrs Bloomfield, her children and her sister (Miss Seggall) Mrs. R. 

U'ren, Mrs. W. H. Tucker and child (Henry) and Mrs. Ross and child. Observing a distress 

signal flying on the Tawera, the Captain of the Lord Ashley, en route to Auckland, sent a 

boat and took off Mrs. Bloomfield and her children, Miss Seggall, Mrs. Ross and child and 3 

settlers not named on the  Tawera's passenger list. 

Gisborne Wharf.  Kaiti Hill  in the background. 

Today, a little to the left of this photograph, there are tall trees surrounding the  

Hirini Cemetery and in the right hand front corner is NgǕhiraka's grave.   
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Joseph and NgǕhiraka, with their one son and four daughters, would have lived a 

comfortable life and their children received a good education. With her husband away so 

often, NgǕhiraka would have raised their family alone much of the time. They lived in Har-

ris Street, close to the wharf and the children swam in the river and gathered shell fish along 

Kaiti beach. The eldest brother learnt the piano and there would have been music, laughter 

and sisterly squabbles in the home, with an eye on the horizon for their father's ship.  

 

NgǕhiraka was a very creative lady; an accomplished seamstress and did beautiful 

embroidery, learned from the missionaries when she and her sister were raised in their 

school. Her daughter Harriet, inherited some of her mother's hand worked linen and Olive 

Hartog remembers Harriet Smith (her grandmother) showing them to her. Harriet also inher-

ited creative talent from her mother, as have many of her descendants. One of her  daugh-

ters, Maria (Kennedy) Choveaux made the statement to M.L.C. when asked of her ethnicity, 

''In our life at Gisborne we have not associated with Maori and have always lived as Europe-

ans. We never thought much about the matter. I was never interested in it.'' 

We took about 45 women, 30 children and a few men to Napier. We also took Dis-

patches for Sir Donald McLean, Native Minister, asking the Government for assistance.   

 

We left about 6 o'clock in the evening and arrived at Napier about 11 the follow-

ing morning; landed our passengers, left at 3 p.m. and reached the Bay 24 hours after-

wards with Dispatches for Captain Read, informing him that assistance would be sent as 

soon as possible. Early the next day a steamer (I think it was the Rangatira) arrived with 

a Native contingent and some Hawes Bay Volunteers. The Tawera then resumed her 

voyage to Auckland, carrying the evil tidings to the north, for it transpired that we 

reached Auckland before Captain Trimmer.  We continued trading between the Bay and 

Auckland.  

 

I may state that on one occasion I was ordered by the Government Commissariat 

Department to take a load of cattle - about 60 head - to Tauranga, in the Bay of Plenty, 

for the troops stationed there.  We arrived on the morning when a pa called Te Renga 

was attacked by our troops. Te Renga is about a mile and a half from the famous Gate 

Pa. I shall never forget that morning for I saw the bodies of 109 Natives carried by the 

troops and laid out prior to burial. A curious incident occurred at this fight. A Maori, 

who had evidently been in a rifle pit and had raised his head a little above cover, was 

struck by a bullet a little above the forehead. The bullet traversed the top part of the 

head, leaving a groove through the skin, but not fracturing the skull. He was taken pris-

oner with some 150 others. I noticed that many of the dead had been bayoneted in their 

rifle pits. The old fashioned bayoneted left a dreadful three cornered wound. Te Renga 

was about 3½ miles from the landing place at Te Papa.   

 

By this time Poverty Bay had become notable to the outside world. Since then it 

has increased steadily in trade and population. The steamer Rangatira, at this time, was 

calling about once a month at Gisborne, going on to Napier and Wellington. Later the 

Pretty Jane and Go-ahead engaged in the trade between Auckland and Poverty Bay. We 

used to have occasional visits from other steamers, such as the paddle steamer Kumer-

ang, commanded by Captain Crisp. I continued trading until 1874, when I was ap-

pointed pilot and harbourmaster at Gisborne by Mr. J. Williamson, Superintendent of 

the Auckland Province. I remained in the Government service for 18 months, but wish-

ing for a more active life, I resumed coasting in a little steamer called Rosina. Twelve 

months after, I had the steamer Noko built in Auckland, and entered into the business in 

Gisborne as a lighterman and coal merchant, which business gradually developed, and 

is known under the name and style of Kennedy and Evans.  
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THE SCHOONER TAWERA 

A Poverty Bay Trader. 

Old Time Memories 

By Oswald Schulze. 

Auckland Star, Volume LVI, Issue 56, 7 March 1925, Page 18 

Courtesy of Nelda Elder.  

 

In the early days of this Colony there constantly sailed between Auckland 

and Poverty Bay, a 54 ton Schooner, the Tawera, owned by Captain George Read 

and sailed by Captain Joseph Kennedy. She was a very pretty model, well built and 

fitted, but did not hang to windward very well. Being in charge of an obliging skip-

per (Captain Joe Kennedy) she often brought important war news from the East 

Coast to the local Press. She had good cabin accommodation and carried, for her 

size, an enormous number of passengers in her time.  Not far from the mouth of the 

Turanganui River (Gisborne) a sand bar protected the entrance. On this bar used to 

be 7 feet of water, but the Tawera invariably drew more. Leaving Auckland we used 

to discharge a good deal of our cargo on the coast; if not we had to poke her into 

Gisborne the best way we could and innumerable times she stuck and was dragged 

over the bar, until very little of her main keel was left ï no wonder the old girl could 

not hang to windward! Nevertheless, I do not think that there were many of her size 

and class rendered the country better service than the little Tawera. The Tawera had 

been too small for a long time, so Captain Read built a vessel very much larger and 

Captain Joe took over the new vessel in 1873.  

 

Captain Kennedy's father was also a seaman, a foreign - going mariner, trad-

ing mainly between Sydney and Kennedy's Bay.  A Frenchman killed him - whether 

it was ashore, or aboard the ship (he was cook) I could not ascertain, because it was 

a topic the son (Joseph Kennedy) avoided. His education in consequences was de-

fective, and yet years of intercourse with men of culture, whom he carried as his 

passengers, had given him a surprising amount of polish - even in his language one 

would think that he had received a first class education. On his mother's side he was 

a descendant of the highest chiefs of the Poverty Bay district and as such he and his 

two brothers proved their claim to 60,000 acres of land in the hinterland of Poverty 

Bay.  

*At Native lore and tradition he was adept. Here is an item which he, Cap-

tain Joe Kennedy, related when wind bound. 'One of my mother's ancestors, Tuta-

mure, was a great warrior. He had conquered the country from ǽpǾtiki right down to 

Napier. On all these expeditions he was accompanied by his younger brother, who 

was a very handsome man ï the chief himself being very ugly. The chief whom he 

had subdued in the Napier country had a very handsome daughter he offered to the 

ugly chief for his wife; but the damsel objected, she wanted the handsome brother. 

Shortly before the return of the chief to his own country he took a walk and came 

across a very clear brook; he stood there for some time contemplating his features 

and finally exclaimed, 'So no doubt you are a very ugly fellow, and I am not sur-

prised that the chief's daughter rejects you.'  

 

* After the Kennedy boys were assumed orphaned, Joseph's brother Nathan 

was raised as  Maori in Kennedy's Bay. The old people there knew his mother and 

her Whakapapa. It is only in recent years that some descendants have their DNA 

done and by the expertise and patience of Liz Koh, it was found that Rangirauwaka/

Kateraina Taurangi had gone back to her whanau (family) remarried and had another 

family. Her story is in South To The Left Of Venus Part One, chapter 4.  
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Captain Joseph Kennedy commenced Lightering at the port of Poverty Bay, found-

ing the firm of  Kennedy & Bennett and later Kennedy, Evans & Co with his business part-

ner, John Thomas Evans who had moved to the area from Oamaru, in a Lightering business. 

It was a small business then, for there were no freezing works, but it grew into a big busi-

ness, company comprised of Timber Merchants, Carriers, Lighter men, Shipping and Insur-

ance Agents. (Lighters were used to go out to the coastal ships to unload cargo). One Ken-

nedy launch, the 'Lily ', was swept out to sea in the 1876 flood; the schooner 'Clara' was used 

for work on the big river. From a small beginning the company grew, and by 1885 it owned 

6 Lighters capable of carrying 450 - 500 tons.  For many years they did the whole of the 

lightering for The Union Steam Ship, Huddart-Parker, and Tyser Companies and also car-

ried out mail contracts, representing The N.Z. Express Company, Westport Coal Company, 

and the Alliance & North British Mercantile Insurance Companies. Mr Evans had manage-

ment of the Office, whilst Captain Kennedy supervised the shipping and coal departments, 

an amazing achievement considering his having had so little formal education. Telephone 

numbers - 50 & 12. Bankers: B.N.Z. This company was eventually sold to the Sheep Farm-

ers Company. Through hard work, Joseph Bond Kennedy became a wealthy man.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Children of Joseph and NgǕhiraka  Kennedy:  

Edward (Henry) Bond* KENNEDY bn Auckland 8:8:1868 - 1948 

*Harriet Bond KENNEDY  bn Auckland  circa 1872 -  22.2.1951 aged 78 years 

Margaret KENNEDY Died of Pneumonia, age 2 months, 27th  Dec. 1874 

Kate KENNEDY  bn Gisborne  26:3:1876  

May Bond (Maria)   KENNEDY  bn. 1874 and died 1975, aged 83 years. 

Hannah Bond KENNEDY Born 30.11.1880 

*An agent for his mother, who was illiterate, registered him Edward HENRY Kennedy. His 

father, when he returned from sea, registered his son as Edward BOND Kennedy.  

 These transactions between the family were possibly to help relieve the financial diffi-

culties of Kateruri/Katerina Gundry, after the death of her husband, when the trustee he had 

appointed was dishonest and robbed Katerina of her assets. Her half sister NgǕhiraka Ken-

nedy and NgǕhiraka's third husband, Joseph Kennedy, were both considerably wealthy and 

the families were close.  

KENNEDY, EVANS & CO., 
GENERAL TIMBER MERCHANTS, GISBORNE. 

AGENT FOR:   KAURI, TOTORA and RIMU TIMBERS  

And all Building Materials always on hand. 

TRADE SUPPLIED of LIBERAL TERMS. 

ALSO - 

COAL and FIREWOOD YARDS in  

Gladstone Road and at the Wharf. Westport, Greymouth, Bay of Islands,  

and other Coals in Stock. 

ORDERS PROMPTY DELIVERED BY OUR CARTS. 

18 Feb. 1893 

Poverty Bay Herald 

25th June 1883 

 At the Trust Commissioners Court this morning before J. Booth, Esq., T.C.  

certificates were affixed to the deed of lease in the  deed of conveyance section 

151 Parish of Waioeka from Katerina Takoto to NgǕhiraka Kennedy; deed of 

conveyance of section 152, Waioeka; deed of conveyance in Harataunga Block 

(Kennedy's Bay) from Jonathan and Nathan Kennedy to Joseph Kennedy. 

 * It was Joseph Kennedy who eventually sold his father's Kennedy Bay property 

on behalf of his brothers. 
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 'Captain Joe,' as he was affectionately called, was never at home for long. There were 

always goods needing to be transported to another town. When the ship was loaded and tide 

and weather permitted, he would be off again, leaving her to run the home, always with an 

anxious eye on the weather, hoping and praying her husband would return safely, having 

already been widowed twice. It would have been a busy time for her with a large family so it 

was welcome news when her husband was made Harbour Master and Pilot at Gisborne.   
 

In February 1874 the Superintendent of Auckland Province, John Williamson, vis-

ited Gisborne. He met various groups and made a number of promises, including some har-

bour works and the appointment of a pilot. As a direct consequence of Williamson's visit the 

Provincial Council appointed Captain Joseph Kennedy as the Port's first pilot and harbour 

master. As a direct consequence, in October 1874, Joseph Bond Kennedy was appointed 

Harbour master and Pilot at Gisborne. Three months later he left this position, in anticipa-

tion of the finding of a Court of inquiry after Pretty Jane stranded on the Waipaoa bar.  Be-

ing on his own, virtually from a child, Joseph always had an independent streak and ten-

dency towards non conformity to rules!  

 

Joseph Kennedy's  Poiverty Bay Pilot's Certificate. 
     Courtesy of Sharman Orr. 

 

 Because of the number of occasions he had entered Auckland harbour, over many 

years and his exceptional seamanship, Captain Joseph Bond Kennedy was exempt from 

needing the assistance of a Pilot to enter the Waitemata harbour and berth his ship.  
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Finding of Court of Inquiry: 

 Court found that vessel was stranded by the want of knowledge and great imprudence 

of the pilot, Joseph KENNEDY and that the chief officer, James CAREY, was extremely 

culpable in allowing pilot to take vessel to sea during temporary absence of master, and not 

having remonstrated with pilot for attempting to take the bar. Master considered reprehensi-

ble for absenting himself when the ship was going to sea without any cause whatever, and 

for not giving positive instructions that the vessel should not proceed to sea. Master's certifi-

cate suspended for three months. 

Joseph Bond Kennedy. 

By the American Photo Company circa 1889 

Courtesy of Tairawhiti Museum Gisborne. 
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Joseph Bond Kennedy  

circa 1890. 

The Cyclopaedia Of New 

Zealand Hanna, photo. 

 p 1001. 

 Used by permission. 

Joseph Bond Kennedy.  
Probably taken at one of his 

daughters' weddings ï note 

his button hole. 
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Harriet Bond Kennedy. 

Circa 1889.  

Courtesy of Carmarita Hartog. 

 

*According to her grandchildren's recollections, Harriet's hair  

had never been cut and it touched the ground. 

 

In May 1890, NgǕhiraka Kennedy became seriously ill with ulcerated haemorrhoids, 

resulting in acute blood poisoning, an extremely painful condition. Her health deteriorated 

over the following six weeks. Ten days before she died she made a Will, leaving her family 

land in trust to her children, with Joseph Kennedy as Trustee. Here we see the only reference 

of her being referred to by her Mission baptized name, 'Ema.' Her Will was interpreted for 

her in her native Maori tongue, with the aid of a Government appointed Maori interpreter 

and in the presence of her much loved husband and she signed it with her mark 'X.' 

SOUTH TO THE LEFT OF VENUS  Part 2  NGǔHIRAKA & JOSEPH BOND KENNEDY 
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NgǕhirakaWood/Thomson/Reed/Kennedy died July 30, 1890  

at Gisborne,  Poverty Bay.  

Aged 48 years. (Actual age was 52 years.)  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE NEW ZEALAND RAILWAYS MAGAZINE,  

VOLUME 11, ISSUE 1 (APRIL 1, 1936). 

'The wonderfully situated Whare-runanga on Kati slopes.' 
 

NgǕhiraka was buried with her infant daughter, Margaret, in the Hirini Road ceme-

tery, opposite the wharf. The headstone is in the front right corner near the road, but hidden 

by trees. Incidentally, all who are buried at Hirini cemetery are from, or are connected by 

marriage (through Joseph's mother) to the Ngati Oneone tribe, who are  descended from the 

*Opoko-Rehe. Sadly this Whare-runanga was destroyed in a fire.   

 

*Opoko-Rehe were based at Kutarehe town and were the land holders of Ohiwa har-
bour and descendants from Hape, Captain of the Rangi-Maturua waka.  

Courtesy of Dion Tilley. 
 

Certificate Of Death 

NgǕhiraka Kennedy 
Cause of death: Purpurea haemorrhagica - 6 weeks 

[blood poisoning] 

Ulceration of the rectum - 4 weeks (extremely painful)  

Peritonitis - 24 hours 

Father's name: Unknown (to the informant - Commander James Wood) 

Father's Occupation: Trader. (Master Commander in Her Majesty's Navy)                       

Seen by Doctor John F. Innes the day she died.  

 Poverty Bay Herald August 1890  

 Death  
 

 Kennedy ï on July 30th at Harris Street, NgǕhiraka, the beloved wife of Joseph 

Kennedy. Auckland papers copy please. The funeral will take place tomorrow after-

noon at the Kaiti  cemetery, leaving the Runanga whare, Kaiti, at 2 o'clock. 
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Headstone partially damaged reads: 

Sacred to the memory of 

NgǕhiraka KENNEDY 

the beloved wife of 

Joseph KENNEDY 

who died 29th July 1890 

Aged 48; 

also her daughter 

Margaret KENNEDY 

who died December (Pneumonia)  

27th 1874 

aged 2 months.  
 

STRANGERS WHEN PASSING BY 

STOP AND WHEN  

YOU LOOK AT THIS 

THINK OF ME  

AS I WAS ONCE  

AND YOU WILL BE  

AS I AM NOW  

NOT LOST  

BUT GONE BEFORE  

 

Courtesy of  Patsy Orr. 

 
 

  

 On 26th December, 2003, while searching for NgǕhiraka's resting place, Debra Smith 

found the headstone, face down in the grass. The family raised the headstone and concreted 

it into place the next day! Left to right: Peter Barry Smith, Debra Smith, Lorraine Mary 

Smith pause, as Barry Kennedy Smith performs a Karakia (prayer).  

 Rest in peace NgǕhiraka. 

 

 


